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A FRIENP TO THE JEWS. 



Isaiah Ixii. i, 7. ''For Zion's Sake will I not hoi i my 
Peace, and for Jerufalem's Sake I will not reft, until the 
Righteoufnefs thereof go forth as Brightnefs, and the Salva- 
tion thereof as a Lamp that burneth ; till the Lord efta- 
blifh^ and make Jerufalem a Praifein the Earth/* 
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C A L L, ^r. 



Dear Brethren, 

AS fellow creatures J and many of you 
zsfeirow BfitinsTl^ benevolent dc- 
fign of this addrcfs to you is to perfuadc 
you to htcomt/ellow chrijiians. In my hum- * 
ble opinion, I cannot evince more, to your 
and my own fatisfadion, my love and friend- 
ihip for you, than by endeavouring to con- 
vince you, from the teftimony of your own 
prophecies, delivered by God to your fore- 
fathers, that thefuffering Jefus of the Chrifii^ 
nns was your Mejiab, of the feed of Davids and 
that your difperfion throughout all lands, 
as ftrangers and fojourners, will continue, 
fo as that you wiU not be able to obtain a 
iettlement, or the rights of xitisSenHiip, in 

any part of the earth, till you believe in, 
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and acknowledge the firft paft advent of 
yoUf Mefliah. On the contrary, when, in 
the language of the great apoftle to the 
Gentiles, Paul, who was a Jew, and a per- 
fccutor of the Chriftlans, before his fignal 
converfion, ** the veil which is now on 
your hearts, when you read Mofes and the 
prophets, fhall be taken away,'* fo as that 
you (hall clearly difcern, difcerning ac- 
knowledge^ and acknowledging obey, this 
Jefus as your promifed McfRah ; not only 
thofe of you, who may choofe to dwell 
in the various Chriftiarj countries where 

they now fojOUrif> wlH b© admitted to the 

enjoyment of the rights of citizenftiip in 
thefe countries, but as many of you as fhall 
prefer a return to your own land, will re- 
ceive the divine blefling on your under- 
taking, till, at length, after a feries of 
years, God will bring you all back, with 
joy and triumph, from all the countries 
whither he has driven you; and the feveral 
nations of the earth will be fo far from ob- 
ftruding your return, -that they will aid 
and affift you in it, as I hope to fully prove 
from your divine prophecies, in the fequel 
of this addrefs. At prefent I befeech you, 
by the mercies of God, which Pagans, 

Mohammedans, 
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Mohammedans, Jews, and Chriftians, un* 
defervedly experience from Jehovah, the 
God of Ifrael^ and the God of all the in- 
habitants of the qarth, to ferioufly reflefl: 
that the hand of God has been, is, and will 
Aill be, againfl you, and, in the emphatic 
language of your own Scriptures, **his face 
turned away from you," . fo long as you re- 
main in your unbelief. Out of numerous 
inftances which might be cited, from the 
page of hiftory, to evince the truth of this 
ailertion, I ihall produce two. 

The firft, which occurred in this country 
durinif my ftate of childhood, is very re- 
markable, and was as follows. — When a 
liberal^ minded minifter in the laft reign, 

Mr. Pelham, attempted to introduce a bill 
for the naturalization of your people, th^ 
clamours of the nation were fo vehement 
againft it, that he was compelled to drop it, 
to the beft of my recolledlion, after it had 
made its way through the two Houfes of 
Parliament, even in its laft ftagc, when it 
waited only for the royal .aflent to pafs it in- 
to an adl, which you know, agreeably to the 
political conftitution of this country, is ne* 
ceflary before it can obtain the force of a law. 

B 2 . The 
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The other inftance is very recent indeed. 
I allude to a late tranfadion of the amiable 
and benevolent Emperor of Germany j 
who, notwithftanding he has, from hit 
goodnefs of heart and liberality of mind, 
granted you the liberty of educating your 
children in German univerfities, (tyhich^ by 
the divine bleffing, may prove a means of 
facilitating your converfion) will hot permit 
you to purchafe a foot of land, nor admit 
you to the pxivilegcs of citizenflbip, in 
aafy one inftance> throughout hit exten* 
five dominions. 

Be affured then, you will ftill be butcafti 
from every civil community on the face of 
the earth, till you believe that the crucified 
Jcfus was your prediftcd Meifiah, foretold 
to your anceftors by the prophets of God, 
that ** Kingp who flball reign in righteouf* 
n^fs, and execute judgment and juftice," 
not only in Ifrad, ^but throughout 
the Earth J tiaf ^* King whofe kingdom 
ihall break in pieces all other kingdomis ;'' 
that " King whom God promifed to David 
from his loins to raife up to fit on hit 
• throne for ever ;*' that is, till, at the grand 
confummation of all things, *< he ihall de-- 

liver 
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liver op his. kingdom to God, who gave it^ 
that God n)ay be all in all," and thence* 
forth reign without a delegate* 'Is God ft 
man, that he (hould lie, or the fon of man 
that he ihould repent f * He witt never fal-- 
Jijy bu &t9n prediSiions^ 

But I do not, my dear friends, expcdt to 
behold your converfion, either in whole or 
in part, till fome intelligent, benevolent 
Chriftian undertake to remove the obflacles^ 
which Chtiflians themfelves have thi'own 
in your way, by their mifconceptipn^ of the 
ijfsnce of Chrift Jefus :— Mifconceptions fo 
grofs in ibme particulars, as, by overturn^ 
ing every rational idea of natufi^l religion^ 
and the unity of the Supreme Being, muft 
difguft every thinking Pagan, Moham- 
medan, and Jew, who fuppofe fuch mif^ 
conceptions are founded on the tenets of 
genuine Chriftianity.;. whereas, in fad, 
they originate in a manifeft perverfion of 
the dodrine of the Gofpel, and in human 
invention and mifinterpretation. I could 
wifh fome Chriflian, more able than my« 
felf, would endeavour to remove thefe ob«> 
ftacles to your converfion, by redifying 
fuch mifconceptions ^ but, as noae appears, 

B 3 I am 
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I am happy in offering myfelf as an inftru-- 
mental agent, however unworthy, in the 
hands of God, to effeA a purpofe fo worthy 
of God, and fo beneficial to you. This I 
propofe to Undertake in this fkrious, afi^c-- 
tionate addrefs, which, I truft, you will 
not difdain to honor with an attentive, can-* 

did perufaU 

That God, your and my Jehovdh, may 
keep you, my countrymen, the Britiih 
Jews, and the whole houfe of Ifrael, under 
his holy.proteftion, and that I may prove, 

both in word and deed, inftru mental, to 

the extent of my ability, in accoiiiplifliing 
your converfion to a faith in the fuiFcring 
Jefus, as your promifed Meffiah, the future 
King of Ifrael, are the fubjefts of a fervent, 
cordial prayer, which I frequently addrefs 
to that infinitely wife, great and ^od 
Being. If this Addrefs, in its commence- 
ment, continuation, and conclufion, fliould 
in any degree, prove the happy inftru- 
mental caufe, under God, of bringing not 
only your difperfed people, but alfo Pagans, 
and Mohammedans, to the acknowledge-- 
ment of your Meffiah, of redlifying the 

various myftwious errors of Chriftians, and 

of 
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of more or lefs enlightening the minds of 
all, I cannot be too thankful to God for 
his goodnefs, in influencing my mind, by 
a train of his natural events, to dedicate my 
thoughts and time to your eflential fervicc. 
The Lord our God, who is one Lord or Je- 
hovah, and not a fanciful tripartite Divinity, 
abundantly repays my little labor of love to 
you, in the inexpreflible joy of heart, re- 

iulting from a coufcioufncfs that your hap- 
pinefs i§ my grand objefl in view. Pro- 
fefling a zealous attachment to your true 
welfare, I pray to pod to profper my be- 
nevolent, endeavours for your good, if fuch 
be his holy will; and intend, if they 
Ihould be produdive of the defired cfFedt, 
the converfion of a number of you to the 
acknowledgment of your Mefliah, and my 
God fhould be pleafed to grant me lifetand 
health, to hold myfelf in readinefs to ac- 
company you, and, if called on by you, 
to lead you back, under God's protedlion, 
to your own land ; for ,your firft emigra- 
tion thither, will, I apprehend, be necefla- 
rily partial, or proportionate to the num-^ 
bers of you, who (hall from time to time 
embrace Chriftianity. Now as your Jeho- 
vah puaiflied your forefathers by the fword, 

B4 • by 
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by a fignal de(lru£tion of their city and 
temple, by captivity, and by a general dif- 
perfion of them throughout all lands, 
agreeably to the predictions of Mofes and 
the prophets, which difperiion is a ftand- 
ing miraculous evidence of this truth, that 
Jefus was the MefHah ; and as you, their 
pofterity, are involved in thefe fufFeriqgs, 
which are the confequences of their guilt 
in rejeding him, and putting him to death ; 
fo you, on your converfion to Chriftianity, 
will receive double for all your fufFerings, 
Inconceivably great are the bleffings God 
has in ftore for you, arid ^through you, for 
all the nations of the earth, when this n^oft 
defirablc event fhall, in his due appointed 
time, take place. God has promifed not to 
forfake you, but to be a Gcd andfather to 
Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob, and their feed for 
ever. * ' 

I (hall now, as was propofed, attempt ta 
remove the obftacles to your converfion, 
thrown in your way by Chriftians them* 
felves. As your anceftors made void the 
word of God, contained in the law of Mo* 
fes, by their numberlefs traditions, and 
your modern kabbis have rendered it ilill 

more 
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rDorp irieflFedual, by the extravagant fables 
pf their Talmqd, (which, however, begiri 
to be, in a great meafure, reje<5ted by you, 
for a rational form of prayer ufed in your 
Synagogues, which I have fecn, feems to ' 
be free from them,) fo alfo the Chriflians 
have corrupted the original fimple narrative 
pf the pature, cffencej^ and birth of their 
Jefus, Mpft of the firft Gentile converts 
to Chriftianity, were fo prepofTeft in favor 
of the mythology interwoven with the fu- 
perftition and idolatry of their Heathen ftate, 
and their minds were fo deeply tinctured 
with the vifionary reveries of a vain philofo* 
phy, or fophiftry, particularly that of the 
platonic fpecies, that, inftead of diverting 
tbemfelves of inveterate prejudices, which, 
though a difficult tafk, they might, and 
ought to have done, they engrafted their 
own fabulous intricate theogony on the 
true plain account of the one God and 
father ol" all, delivered in the religion of 

« 

Jefass and the moderns, O imitatoresfervum 
^pecus! have, unhappily, too faithfully co- 
pied the ancients, in their prediledion for 
myfterious hyper*metaphyfical nonfence. 
Hence feme contend, that Jefus pre-exif- 
ted as a God, inferior to the fupreme God, 

and 
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zndi pofi-exiJiedmiliQ fhape and fiibftance of 
an human babe, of the mafculinc gender, 
preternaturally born of a virgin, uncon- 
fcious of carnal connexion with a man. 
Others, improving on this abfurd hypo- 
thefis, maintain, that 'the eflence of Je- 
fus confifted of a third pari of the Su- 
preme Being himfelf which, after having 

felfexijled without a beginning, began to re- 
exiJI in the fame ineffable manner, from 
the womb of a virgin. There is ftill a 
third fet of men, who deny the pre-ex- 
iftence of Jefus, in any fenfe, or modifi- 
cation whatever J but yet retain the mon- 
flrous figment of his birth derived from 
feminine parturition alone, without the 
previous inftrumentality of mafculinc gene- 
ration. To this they add, in common 
with the two.other fedts, a fuperlativc fpc- 
cimen of abfurdity, in ftiling this undefi- 
nable being, of their own creation, a man ; 
thus combating the fingle true idea of a 
man, who, from the day of the creation 
of the firft human pair, to the prefent Hour, 
is no other than a being begotten by a maa 
00 the body of a woman ; God having ne- 
ver altered the ordinary mode of propaga- 
tion of the human fpecies, which he at the. 

creation^ 
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creation cftabliflicd for all fucceeding gc- 
nerations. The feveral advocates of thcfe 
three fcnfelcfs hypothefes, ufually knowa, 
under tHe denomination of the Arian, the 
Athanaiian^ and the Socinian^ taken from 
the names of men, who were, or were 
fuppofed to be, the authors, or rather re- 
vivers, of them, affert, that their refpec- 
tive Jefus was your promifed MeiEah, 
foretold by the prophets of God to your 
fathers. 

But happily, my Jewifti friends, neither 
you, nor I, your Engli/h Chriftian friend, 
want arguments to convince us, that thefc 
are three pfeudo Meffiahs, exifting merely 
in the fancies of hyper-metaphyficians, and 
companion alone, to the errors of well- 
meaning 'men, forbids us to treat thcfc 
three non-entities as obje(fls of merited de- 
rifion ; for the prophecies, delivered by 
your and my Jehovah, to your anccftors, 
defcribe your Meffiah, as a man^ of the feed 
of Davids 

Convinced of this grand truth, nccelTary 
to be admitted, in order to efFe<5l your 

conviiSion of the firft paft advent of your 

Meffiah, 
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Meffiah, and irrefiftibly impelled by a re-* 
verential and filial love and gratitude for 
the one true God of your fathers Abraham, 
likac, and Jacob, (a God long-fufFering, 
abundant in gjoodnefs and love, and in 
vs^hat is called his " wrath, ever think- 
ing upon mercy," punifhing Jews and 
Chriftians, in a degree greatly inferior to 
the demerits of their iniquities) I can- 
not but earncftly exhort you tp regard a re- 
ligion, as at leaft, an objed worthy of your 
ferious difpaffionate inquiry, the great pub- 
lifher whereof not only avows that he was 
lent by God to preach it, bpt appeals for 
the truth of his divine commiflipn, to the 
teftimony of your prophecies, and farther 
irrefragably eftabliflies it by that other ex- 
ternal pofitive evidence, the difplay of mi- 
raculous powers, and by that internal pre-- 
fumptive proof of its divine- original, the 
tranicendent excellence and purity of the 
moral fyftem of his religion, and its pecur 

iiar diftinguifliiqg charadleriftic, love, or 
unbounded philanthropy. 

- I have, \yith a ferioufnefs and attention, 
infeparable fr,©m a difpaffionate and impar- 
tial lofc of truth, examined thofe canoni- 

cal 
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cal books of the Chriftians> which contain 
the hiftory of the life, anions, difcoarfes, 
fufFerings, and death, of their jefus, and 
the a£ls and writings of his apoftles. The 
refult of my refearches is a difcovery, that 
here and there a paflage occurs in the pre- 
fent cftabliftied canon of their Scriptures, 
which is plainly irreconcilable with the 
Jewifh prophecies concerning the Mefliah, 
the delight of all nations, as well of the 
Gentiles, as of the Jews ; but that the ge- 
neral tenor of them accords, or rather is in 
perfeft unifon, with the faid divine predic- 
tions, and that thofe paflages, which by the 
blundering tribe of puzzling commentators, 
have been made to clalh with your prophe- 
tic writintg^s, prefent to a mind, unwarped 
by fyftematic prejudices, a meaning rational, 
and altogether coajQftent with them. 

In fadt, my fellow Chriftians do not un- 
derftand their own Scriptures, though 
couched in the plaineft, i^fioft intelligible 
terms ^ their minds are folnveloped in the 
thick black mift, raifed by human fyftems 
of divinity^ that feeing they fee, but do nat 
perceive^ and reading they read, but do not 
underftand. Hence, if I remind them that 

Jcfus 
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Jefus is> in innumerable pailages of our 
Scriptures^ filled a man^ repeatedly deno- 
minated * the fon of Jofeph' ; and Jofeph 
exprefsly faid to be * his father,* and Jo- 
feph and Mary * his parents,* they, hood- 
winked by a partiality to one or other of the 
three hypothefes before-mentioned, refine 
away the moft unequivocal expreffions, and 
laboring to wrefl them to a coincidence 
with their pre-concisived opinions in favor 
orSocianinifm,Arianifm, or Athanafianifm^ 
confidently reply, in contradidion to the 
only true conceptions of the propagation of 
the human race, ordained by the God of 
nature, that a being ungenerated by a man, 
and born from a woman alone, is a man ; 
and that Jefus is indeed called the fon of 
Jofeph, and Jofeph the father of Jefus, but 
that in truth, a parental and filial relation 
did not adually fubfift between them. 

I cannot deny, that a pafTage ox two, 
occurs in our^ofpels, which, no doubt, 
gave rife to thefe choice fpecimens of fo- 
phiftical ingenuity; but, when I confider, 
that the account of the miraculous concep- 
tion of Mary, contained therein, direftly 
jnilitates againft the combined force of the 

whole 
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whole of the remainder of the evangelic 
hiftory, in this point, I regard thefe paf- 
iages as the interpolated forgeries of the 
Cbriflian Platonifts, of the Alexandrian 
fchooU ^ho, in the very days of the apo- 
ftles, began to mix their * vain philofophy' 
with Gofpel truth and fimplicity. Through- 
out the reft of the Chriftian Scriptures, 
Jefus is uniformly reprefented as ^ a man,* 
repeatedly defcribed to be^ ' of the feed of 
David,' and a married man and woman, 

by name * Jofeph and Mary/ are exprcf- 
lly ftiled * his parents ;' (See Luke's Gof- 
pel) who moreover, are unequivocally faid 
to be * both of the houfe and lineage of Da- 
vid/ This latter circumftance harmonizes 
with your prophetic defcriptions of the 
Meffiah equally with the reft, for your 
law enjoins you to refpeflively marry into 
your own tribe and family. On thefe 
grounds, together with the conviction that 
Jfaiah prophefies, as well of the antecedent 
fufFcrings, as of the confequent glory, of 

the Meffiah, (whofe ignominious cruci- 
fixion between two malefadlors exadly tal- 
lies^ with the fame prophet's predidlion, 
that the Meffiah, though a finlefs man, 
fliOii^ld **be numbered with the tranfgref- 

fors/') 
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fors/*) 1 am fully pcrfuadcd, that the cfii* 
cified Jefus, Ben-Jofcph, or fon of Jofcph, 
was your promifcd Mefliah^ and accordingly 
glory in acknowledging him as fuch^ truft* 
ing in the fare promifes of ^God^ that the 
belief of the paft advent, of this •* Man of 
Sorrows/' as he is prophetically ftiled by 
the faid Ifaiah, will, in God's due ap- 
pointed time, be generally received by the 
whole hoiife of Ifracl. Then, and not till 
then, will your difperfion through all na- 
tions ceafe, your joyful rcftoration to youf 

own land take place, and your nation be 
fubje£ted to the immediate, mild, and juft 
government of that Prince of Peace, your 
long ncglcftcd Mcffiah, the delegated judge 
of the world. Happy fhall I be, my Jew- 
ish friends, if, by the blefSng of Jehovah 
on my humble, well-meant endeavors, I 
fliould prove, in the Icaft degree, inftru- 
mental in accomplishing thofe moft defi- 
rable prophetic events, your univerfal, 
thankful reception of your Meffiah ; your 
forrowful repentance for your long rejec- 
tion of him ; and your hpart-fclt lamen- 
tation for the cruel treatment of him, 
even unto death, which he experienced 

from your miftakcn forefathers, who, in 

the 
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the language of one of his apoftles, ' through 

Ignorance put to death the holy one, and 
the juft^ as did alfo their rulers/ Thofe 
of you, who are of docile difpofitions, 
whofe minds are open to convidtion, and 
who are willing to renounce error, and em- 
brace truth, will probably, on an attentive 
and impartial felf-enquiry into your own 
prophecies, be convinced, that the firft ad- 
vent of the promifcd Meffiah is long fince ^ 
paft, and that your anceftors have aftually 
* fulfilled thefe Scriptures in condemning 
him/ He was, in truth, fent by Jehovah, 
.to became a fufFering and dying favior, who 
in reward of his obedient fufFerings and 
death, ^ raifed him from the dead on the 
third day, not fufFering his holy one,' (as 
your Pfalmift prophecies) to 'fee corrup- 
tion,' and will raife up alfo penitent and be- 
lieving Jews and Gentiles, who tread in 
the fteps of the faith of your illuftrious fore- 
father, Abraham, *to a joyful refurreftion 
by Jefus,* if they aft as. becomes true and 

fincere difciples of their righteous mafter, 

that perfeft man, *who, though encompaf- 
fed with human infirmities and pafllons, 
did no fin, neither vsras guile found in his 

mouth/ 
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This Jcfus was indeed the great predided 
fon of David, who was * to fit on his 
throne/ who was ordained by God to be a 

* prince and favior,' the true *man afl*r 
God's own heart/ who 'fulfilled all his will/ 
the ^ glorious branch from the ftenpi of Jefle/ 
that * righteous JjrancV which God pro- 
xnifed * to raife up unto David/ and tbere« 
fore ? by Zechariah emphatically ftiled 
^T&e Branch.' But what can be urged in ex- 
tenuation of the grievous fin of your a^ncef- 
tors, in caufing this abfolutely good matt 
to be crucified. * I wot/ fays his apoftle 
Peter, in Luke's narrative of the A(fls of 
the Apoftles, ' that through ignorance ye 
did it / but, alas \ this ignorance was not 
invincible ; their * unbelief,' through which 

* they fell fliort of the exceeding riches of 
the grace,' or favor, *of God,* ex- 
hibited in his merciful and univerfal Gof- 
pel difpenfation, was owing to a culpable 
inattention to the exprefs prediction of their 
own prophets, concerning the fufFerings of 
the Mefliah. Ifaiah, in particular, is fa 
clear in this grand momentous point, and 
fo circumftantial in refpedl to the manner of 
Chrift's fufFerings and death, that he has 

cfFedted the converfion of a Jew, by name 

Abraham* 
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Abraham Jacobs, now, or late, dv<relling at 
Reading, in Berkfliire. I have convcrfcd 
Ivith this man, who, in the coiirfe of our 
tonVerfation owned to me, that he could not 
refid the convincing evidence contained in 
the prophecies tif a fuiFcring Meffiab, to 
be * numbered,' though pcrfeftly innocent, 
* with the tranigreflbrs,' and die an ignomi- 
nious death, antecedently to his entrance 
bn a kingdom, to be given him by God, in 
feward of his obedient fuiFerings and deaths 
a kingdom, the diflinguifhing charafterif-* 
tics whereof I (hall enlarge upon, in the 
fequel of this addrefs. But that has hap- 
pened to Jacobs, which too frequently 
happens to other men, viz. ^Incidit in Scyl- 
lam^ qui trult vitare Charybdim/ ift fleer- 
ing clear from one rock, he has ftruck upon 
another ; for at the very time, as I frankly 
in efFeft told him, befaw his Lord, Chrift^ 
be lojijight of bis Gody Jehovah, having em- 
braced Chriflianity on the Athanaiian plan, 
by far the moft abfurd of the three fanci- 
ful hypothefes, I before explained to you.' 
Now it is very probable, this honeft Ifrael- 

itewas fo ftruck with the perfpicuity of the 
prophecy, refpedingthe fufFcrings and death 
of the innpcerit Meffiah, that he never gave 

G 2 hixnfelf 
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himfelf Icifurc to refleft on the manifeft ab- 
furdity of fuppofing his per/on, or ejfence^ to 
conjiitute one third part of the fupreme Being. 
But when a Chriflian appears labouring the 
point of your converfion, on the ground of 
a full convidion^ that both your facred 
writings, and genuine Chriftian Scripture, 
will fupporthim in aflerting, that the fuf- 

fcring Mefliah was a man, of the feed of 
David, as being begotten by the hufband, , 
Jofeph, on the body of his wife, Mary, 
both lineally defcended from that king of 
Ifrael ; it furely is incumbent on you, my 
friends, to re-confider your own prophecies, 
and, with minds open to convi£tion, fe« 
rioufly examine, whether the fufFcring Jefus 
of the Chriftians, the remote fon of David, 
and immediate fon of Jofeph and Mary, be 
your predicted Mefliah or not. 

I now proceed to defcribe the diftin- 
guifhing charadleriftics of that kingdom of 
the Mefljah, which is iQ be given him by 

God, ioi reward of his obedient fufferings 
and death. Thefe are two. The firft re- 
fpefts its nature, viz. * that it (hall be 
cftabliflied in righteoufnefs,' truth and love. 
The lail refpedls its duration, viz. ^ that it 

(hall 
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^ 

fhall never be deftroyed,' according to the 

Prophet Daniel, ii, 44, whom you feem to 
erroncoufly clafs among your apocryphal 
writers. The fame Prophet adds, * it,* the 
kingdom, * (hall break in pieces, and con- 
fume all thefe kingdoms,' the kingdoms 
into which the. Roman empire was divided, ' 
^ and it ftiall ftand for ever,' that is, during^ 
the whole of the future age of the reign of i( 
the Meffiah, at the end whereof, as before • 
noticed, he is to 'deliver up his kingdom fo 
God, who gave it' him, 'that God may be alj 
in all/ Now your Meffiah is called, by Ifai- 
ah,the 'father of this future age,'which waits 
theaccomplifliment of other prophecies, I 
may hereafter produce to you, before it can 
arrive, and,confequently,Chrift is not yet en- 
tered on that kingdom given |him by God, 
which will take place when he (hall perfonal* 
ly reign, and 'execute judgement and juftice' 
over your people, converted to a faith in 
him, in the New Jerufalem, &c^ Your 
anceftors were fo captivated with the daa;- 
zling profpeit of his reigning as a king, 
that they overlooked his fufFerings as $n in* 
ftrumental favior, though exprefsly predic- 
ted in your prophecies, and hence became 
fq enraged. at the difappointment, that they 

C 3 put 
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put him to death. I remember (for littlf 
relative to yoqr converfion and welfare ef- 
capes my attention and memory) to have 
heard, that many of the learned and wife 
among you agree in admitting, that your 
various calculations of the time of your 
Mefliah's appearance have proyed erroneous, 
and particularly, that the laft of your feye- 
ral ^uppofed asras of his coming has been 
paft thefe 200 years ; perrpit then this cir-^ 
cumftance to operate with you as 'an addi- 
tional motive to a love of truth, to * fcarch 

your Scriptures,* and efpecially the 53^ 
chapter of Ifaiah, where you will find the 
lamb-like fufFerings, and ignominious death 
of yoqr gu,iltlef$ Mcfliah, to be the lead- 
ing features of his charafter, "For. the 
tranfgrejQJons of my people was the ftrok^ 
ppon him, and he made his grave with the 
wicked/'&c/becaufe,' or, perhaps, though, 
* he had done no violence, neither was de- 
ceit in his mouth/ Bat your Prophecies, 
providentially preferved to us, bleflcd be 
God, through the continued joint care of 
Jews and Chriftians, when attentively ex- 
amined) will not only prove a means of 
corrediiig your errors, refpeding the cha- 
rafter of your Mefiiah, but of detefting 

forgeries. 
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fi>rgeffies>in what is called the canoi^ of the 
New Teftan^nt, with refpeft to what is 
ftiled his nature, perfon, or effence ; for 
from thefe prophecies alone, can fuch 
points be aicertained and eflabli(hed, or 
in other words, we cannot be Juftified in 
fpeaki^g of the eifcnce, or indeed of the 
character and office of your Meffiah, in any 
any other terms than they authorize us to 
fpeak* 

That there has been one interpolation, 
in the firft Epiftle of John, is evident 
from the teftimony of Sir Ifaac Newton, 
who declares that the celebrated paflage, 
1 John, V. 7, is not to be found in any 
Greek manufcript older than the invention 
of printing; and it feems tp be univerfally 
given up as fuch, by Athanafians, Arians, 
and Socinians, In the Englifh tranflation 
of the Bible in my pofleffion, publifhed in 
the year 1549, it is printed in a fmaller 
Jietter than the reft of the chapter, and in- 
cluded 4n parenthefes^ as are alfo the 
words * in earth,' in the fubfequent verfe, 
to denote that both were wanting in the 
original Greek. This interpolation is af-^ 
crihed to Jerom, and adopted by Cardinal 

C 4 Ximenes, 
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Ximenes, and accordingly I find it inferted, 
in the Latin vulgate, pul^liflied at Paris, 
by the widow of Thiclrqaii Kervcr, fo 
early as the year 1526, which is alfo in my 
pofTeffion. 

If interpolations in the facred Writings, 
were not produftive of confequences too 
alarming and ferious to admit treating them 
as fubjedls of ridicule, it would be divert- 
ing to trace the gradual progrefs of an in- 
terpolation, from its firft rife, through it? 

intermediate ftate, to its final eftabliftiment. 
*'Nemo repcnte fuit turpiflimus," fays 
the Roman hiftorian, Salluft. Thus the 
interpolator arrives at confummate impu- 
dence, not tout-^-coup, or inflantancoufly, 
but pedentetim, or by gradation. His forgery 
makes its firft appearance, with timidity, 
under the fpecious difguife of a marginal 
reading, or, in the rabbinical phrafe, a »p 
Ken\ afterwards, bolder grown, it obtrudes 
itfelf on the text, but in the modeft form 
of a diminutive parenthefis ; till at length, 
cafting off all fear and fenfe of (hame, it 
lays afide this nice diftindion, with fuper- 
lative audacioufnefs invades, and deftroys 
the context, and ufurps the right of being 

regarded 
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regarded as equally authentic with it, 
thus completely conftituting itfelf a portion 
of Scripture, or, Hebraice a ^^na Cetib. 

It is faid, that we are indebted to the 
aforelaid worthy Cardinal for another inter- 
polation, in the aforefaid Epiftle, viz. i 
John, iii. i6. Even the printed Greek of 
this paflage, in every edition to the prefcnt 

day runs thus, '£' 7»t^ tytuHetfAgv m* ecy»vn*» on txMro$ 

iivt^ if4M» Tijr ^^t avrs bOwi 5 aud, agreeably here- 
to, in the old Englifh tranflation, thcfe 
words are rendered, * hereby perceive wc 
love, that he gave his life for us/ but in 
the Latin vulgate we read, * in hoc cogno- 
vimus cbaritatem Dei, quoniam ille ani« 
mam fuam pro nobis pofuit; andin our pre-* 
fent, and only publicly authorized verfion,' 
wc read, •hereby perceive we thelove of Go J, 
becaufe he laid down his life for us/ 
Thus, without any authority from thp 
Greek, and, perhaps, by the fame jhumaa . 
authofityt is obtruded upon the Chriftiaa 
world, the word Dei, and the correfponding 
exprefljon of God is inferted in oqr Englifli 
tranflatiqn, thereby to infinuate that Chrift 
is God, or the fupreme Being, and that 

God, or the fupreme Being, • whq is 

impafnbl?;^ 
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iiaipailible, fufiered in the flefh for man j; 
&c, fie, how long muft Popifh forgeries 
be fuffered to difgrace a Proteftant veriioa 
of the Chriftian Scriptures ! 

To thefe curfory remarks on intcrpola-* 
tlons I ihall fubjoin this obvious truth^ 
that an interpretation ought not to he af-r 
fxc to any pi>e paflage of the New Tcfta-* 
ment, celatiog to the perfon or eiSbn^ e of 
Chrift, whijch is not perfectly coherent with 
* the prophecies, ' which went before, con^ 
cernipg him/ If a man fliould once argue 
that fi^ch 9 doctrinal point refp^c^ing bi^ 
cflonce way be true, notwithft^nding th^ 
£knce of the prophets on th^e fubjed:, thero 
can be no end to fanciful and chimeric 
C^ human inventions in this matter. St« 
Paul l^ys £b great a ftrefs on your ancient 
prophetic defcriptionslof the perfon, cha-^ 
ra<fler, and oSkc of your Mefiiah, that in 
the 17th chapter of the Acts of the Apftoles, 
he commends thepcople of Bemsa^ for 
* fearching the Scriptures*(the prophecies of 
the Old Teftament) * daily, whether thofe 
things were fo;' whether the *Jcfus cruci- 
fied and rifen again, whom he preached 
unto them, was the Chrift' foretold by Mow 

fes 
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fes aod the p.rophets,and CQrrei|%oiided to ^ 
reprefentation of him given by them. Bui, 
when, modern Chriftians, after the example 
pf the ancient Chriftian Platonifts^ once 
forfake the didlates of common fenfe, and 
r the fare wprd of prophecy/ which exactly 
porrefpond, they incur the grofleft meta- 

phyfical errors, fupplant the word of God, 
f by the words of man^s wifdom,* and 
amufe, or oftner vex, themfclves and others^ 
with the moft monftrous folly and abfurdity, 
in their fentimentSjf while in their praftife, 
are too frequently difpkyed, the moft bitter 
anathemas againftj and virulent perfecution, . 
pf each other, according as the favorers of . 
this or that nomienfical opinion are reputed 
pritipdoXf by the civil raagiftrate, and armed. 
v?ith power by him^ for* the execution of 
their diobolical purpofes* Hpw much 
flxQre profitably would their time and pains 
be employed, if they would rationally la- 
bour the point of your converfion, by efta- 
blifhiog, on the folid foundation of a perfeft 
harmony, between your Mofes and their 
Evangclifts, the ftrift literal manhood of 
Jffus, begotten by a man on the body of a 
woman. Mofes fays, ^ God ihall raife up 
unto you of your brethren^ a prophet like 

unto 



( ^o ) 

unto me ;' and the evangelift John declares, 
' I have found him^ of whom Mofes and the 
prophets did write, Jefus of Nazareth, the 
fon of Jofeph. Thefe two paflages breathe 
the fame language. The exprcffion of your, 
hretbren^ in the firft, implies, iii general 
terms, that the prophet, the Mefliah, (hould 
be the fon of a man ; and the latter in jfr^r- 
ticular^ informs us in the exprcffion, ^ the 
fbn of Jofeph,* that Jofeph was his father. 

Now this ftri(5l: literal manhood of Jefus, 
which alone can , intitle him, or any man, 
to the denomination of a man, fince 
the creation of Adam, is confirmed by 
innumerable paflages of genuine Chriftian 
Scripture. I (hall, for your fatisfadion, 
^ite two, which moft readily occur to my 
memory, viz. •The Son of Man hath not 
where to lay his head/ and, * The Son of 
Man is not come to deftroy mens lives, but 
to fave them/ Again, as being the Son of 
Man, he is repeatedly ftiled a riian ; ♦There 

is one mediator between Qod and man, the 

< > 

Man, Chrift Jefus,' * God (hall judge the 
world by that Man» whom he hath or- 
dained y * Jefus, a Man approved of God^ 
^mong you, by wonders and fignsi' ^ Never 

man 
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man fpake like this Man/ &c. &c* And 
yet his being *the Son of Man/ is very 
confiftent with his being the * Son of God/ 
He might be emphatically denominated 
the Son of Man^ by way of diftindion 
from all his fellow men^ as being the only 
man who lived and died without fin, there- 
by demonftrating, that though God had 
thought &U in the exceeding riches of his 
grace, or favor, love and mercy, not only 
to forgive mankind their fins, which they, 
in their refpeiflive Jewifli and Gentile ftates, 
had committed, on their faith in Jefus as 
the Mcffiah, or thq anointed of God, to 
reveal his will to them, but farther to eredi: 
a moft glorious difpenfation of grace, far 
furpafling all preceding difpenfations in 
means, privileges, and profpedls, at the 
head of which, in reward of his complete 
obedience to His will, even unto death, he 
fet this perfedly holy and good man, yet 
men were capable of ailing up to the mo- 
ral law written on their hearts, a truth, 
which he had exemplified in his own perfon, 
and that it was not the imperfedion of that 
law, but the imperfedion of- man, who 
rcfufed to obey that law, which made an 
cfpecial divine revelation neceflTary, and 

evinced 
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evihced ttie exuberant goodnefs of Co^ iili 
vouchfafing it. His title to the glorious diP 
tinguiihing appellative of the Son of God; 
ieems to originate in God's particular favof^ 
in choofing him for the man to publifli his; 
Ivill to mankind^ ai}d i^ likewife founded 
on his being * the firft fruits from the dead^ 
declared to be the Son of God with p^wer^ 
by the refurredion from the dead/ Hence^ 
agreeably to this juft conception of themat-^ 
ter, though God be the father of all men^ 
and in that {cn{€ all men are fons of Gbd^ 
(* a poet of your own^ fays Paul to the: 
heathen, <has faid, we are his oiEFspring/) 
God is emphatically (likd ^his father ;' and 
this was a mode of expreffion familiar to 
your anceftors in their facred writings. 
God fays of Solomon, the fon of Chrift's 
great progehitor, David, * I will be to him 
a father, and he Hiall bfe to me a fon/ This 
fneans n6 more, than that Solomon was 
under God s particular favor and protedtiohi 
and not, that God was his father, in thti 
different abfurd hyper- metaphyfical [fenfes^ 
in which Athanafians and Ariuns erroneoufly 
ifuppofe him to be the father of Jefus. This 
Jefus, who, agrieeably to the prediftions^ 
•which wcbt before concerning him/ was 
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• of the feed of David/ being the foa of 
jofeph and Mary, who were both lin^atiy 
defceiKled from David, was your prorttifed 
MefSah, who, in conformity to the pre* 
didion of Ifaiah, was tp be * brought as a 
l?imb to the flaughter' to be ^numbered with 
the tranfgreffors,' and to ^ give his foul an 
coring for fin,' before he was to * fee his 
feed, and prolong his days,' &c. Accord* 
ingly, thefe prophecies received their com- 
pletion in his crucifixion between two 
thieves, in his refurre^lion to life eternal, 
and, fubfequently to his afcenfion into 
heaven, in the xonvc^rfion of many Gentiles 
and fome Jews, through the miniftry of 
- his infpired apofUes* But indeed this latter 
event will be, in its utmoft extent accom- 
plifhed, when * the fulnefs of the Gentiles 
fhall be come, in,' and accompanied \vith 
* the gathering together of the difperfcd of 
Judah, and the outcafts of Ifrael, from the 
four corners of the earth,' and the con- 
fequent promifed reftoration of them to their 
own land, when, the ' veil taken off from 
their hearts,' your whole nation (hall plain- 
ly fee, and gratefully acknowledge, their 
long-negleded Meffiah, or * the Chrift of 
God/ 'Moreover, the time, when the 

Chriftians 
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Chriftiafis alledge that Jefus fuffftred, feeim 
to correfpond exaftly, in^ point of chrono- 
logy, with the expiration of the *feventy 
weeks' of years, when, agreeably to Da- 
niel's predidtion, the Meffiah was to be cut 
off/ This indeed is fo evident, that you, 
when puflied hard by the Chriftians, aboiit 
the fufFerings of the Meffiah, and the time 
of his firft advent, not venturing to gainfay 
the prophecies, are reduced to the miferablc 
fhift of fuppofing two Mcffiahs, a fufFer- 
irig Jefus, Ben- Jofcph, and a triumphant 
Lord, for which you cannot produce a 
fingle voucher, either; from Mofcs or froni 
the prophets ; manifeftly miftaking the firft 
fuffering advent, and the fecond glorious 
advent, of the fame Meffiah, for the ad- 
vents of two different Meffiahs. 

But, as the Chriftians in general, as far 
as I can judge of their leading tenets, vir- 
tually acknowledge this Jefus to be, either 
an incomprehenfible third part of the felf- 
cxiftent Jehovah, whom we know to be, as 
well without parts as without paffions ; or 
according to the erroneous Arian hypothefis, 
a pre-exiftent fubordinate God, and a poft- 
exiftent preternatural God-man ; or laftly, 

according 
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according to the Sociniim fyflera, ah unde-* 
finable woman-fprung creature^ borii from 
the womb of a woman, unimprcgnated by 
thfe previous inftrumehtality of mafculine 
generatidh ; it is impoflible to reconcile 
thefe rcfpe<Sive abfurd hypothefes concern- 
ing the eflertce of Jefus with the prophe- 
tic defcription of the Meffiah, as given by 
Mofes and the prophets. But, as I before 
obferved, they afe abundantly refuted by 
'the whole tenor of genuine Chriftian Scrip- 
ture, which uniformly reprefents the Chrlfl 
t)f God, as a man, and fupports the ftriiSl 
'literal manhood of Jefus, and his lineal de-^ 
fcent from David, in conformity to the pre-^ 
diftions of Mofes and the prophets; and 
Luke in particular fpeaks * of his parents,' 
wiiich he could not have done, if he had 
been deftitute of an human father. And 
igain he introduces Mary faying to her fon 
Jefus, * thy father and J have fought thee 
forrowing/ I muft beg leave to particu*» 
larly recommend it to your ferious confi*- 
deration, that this Jefus, the fon of Jofeph, 
and defcendent of David, after his refurrcc- 
tibn, appeals, in the following reprimand 
of his difciplcis, contained in the faid Luke's 
Gofpel, to your prophecies in tcftimony of 
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the truth of his own fufTerings as the MeC* 
fi^^ ^ O fools» and flow of heart to believe 
all which the prophets have fpokeni 
Ought not Chrift to have fufFered thefe 
things ?' I muft alfo befeech you to note 
another remarkable inftance of harmony 
between the accompliihment of an events 
refpedting the certainty that Jefus was the 
Meffiah, recorded by Luke, and the pre- 
diftion of that event by David. This royal 
Pfalmift, prophetically fpeaking of the 

Meffiah, fays, *Thou,' God, ^wllt not 
leave my foul in hell,' in the grave, * nei^ 
ther wilt thou fuffer thine holy one to fee 
corruption/ Now Luke, in his fecpnd 
chapter of the Acts of the apoftles, citing 
this prophecy, adds, * He,' David, / feeing 
this before, fpake of the refurrection of 
Chrift/ . Accordingly the flefh of Jefus 
did not fee corruption, for God raifed him 
up on the third day^ before putrefaction 
took place 5 and therefore this is an additL* 
onal irrefragable proof, that this Jefus was 
the Meffiah, and that the prophecy re.- 
ceivcd its completion in him. To Cbrif- 
tians I mufl inculcate this fundamental 
maxim, that in all points refpecting th? 

nature or peifoa of Chrift» no credit ihQul^ 
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.be given to aflertIon« made Iji whaf^^, 
Ailed the canonical Scriptures of the nevy, 
which are not authenticated by proofs 
drawn from the prophecies of the old, Tes- 
tament, thofe infallible div'ine evidences of 
the truth of the Chriftian religion, uncon* 
trovertibly confiraning the credibility of its 
human tpftimony, or, in the language qf 
the Appcalypfe of Johq xix. lo, 'Thetcf- 
timony of Jefus is the fpirit of prophecy,* 
or rather, to tranflate the original rnore in- 
telligibly, the fpirit of prophecy is the tcf- 
timony of Jefus, If the great *Son of Da* 
vid,' Jefus, the Chrift, or Meffiah, had 
dcfcended from his loins by the mother^s 
fide only, and had not been generated by an 
human father, I firmly believe this extraor-- 
dinary regulation of his future birth would 
have been pre-fignified in exprefs unequi- 
vocal terms, by God to the Jewiih pro- 
phets. But no fuch extraordinary regula- 
tion is predicted by them. I therefore de- 
clare, that, if an angel fron^ heaven preach 
any other Gofpel than that, which is fore- 
told by the divinely-infpircd prophets in the 
Old Tcflament, or fix on their predictions 
a different interpretation from that, which 
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they will, without manifeft perVcrfiflrt, 
bear, I am bound to reject him as an impof- 
tor. Genuine Chriftian Scripture is fo far 
from countenancing the merely maternal 
birth of Chrift, that it fpeaks of him, * as 
* a man, of the feed of David,* * Of this 
man's,' David's, * feed hath God according 
to his promife, raifcd unto Ifrael, a favior, 
Jefus,' Acts xiii, 23. Thefc very expref- 
fions imply, that his mother conceived 
and bare him, in confequenceof a previous 
carnal knowledge of her hufband Jofeph, a 
man lineally ;;defccnded, as was his wife, 
Mary, from that King of Ifrael. 

JBut it may be objected, is it not plainly 
feveakd in lfaiah,vii. 14/a virgin (hall con» 
ceive and bear a fon, and fhall call his name 
Immanuel ?' We muft not be too hafty in 
applying this prediction to the merely ma- 
ternal birth of Chrift, for, in the firil place, 
the Hebrew word nohif means any young 
woman 5 and, fecondly, if we examine the 
context, we Ihall find it points at a totally 
different event, to be fulfilled in the 
reign of Ahaz, king of Judah, when Ifai- 
ah prophcfied, and not long after the deli* 

very 
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very of the prophecy ; *The Lord himielf . 
fhali give you a fign, behold ! a virgin' or 
youogwoman, ^ fhall conceive^ and bear a 
fon> and fhall call his name ImmanueL 
Butter and honey fhall he eat> that he may 

know to refufc the evil^ and to choofe 
the good ; for^ before the child ihall know 
to refufe the evil^ and to choofe the good^ the 
land» that thou abhorreft, fhali be forfaken 
of both her kings/ namely, Rezin, king 

of Syria, and Pekah, King of Ifrael, who 
we are informed, in the firft vcrfe of the 
fame chapter, * went up towards Jerufalem. 
to war againft it, but could not prevail ' 
againft it/ Accordingly we learn from 
2 Kings xvi. 9. that Tiglath-Pilefcr, king 
of Aflyria, at the intreaty of Ahaz; * went 
up againfl Damafcus, took it, jtffd flew Re- 
zin,' and in 2 Kings xv. 3p. we are told, 
that *Ho(hea made a confpiracy againft Pe- 
kah, and flew him/ The compiler indeed 
of the Gofpel, denominated Matthew's, ap- 
plies this prophecy to the event of the fup- 
pofed miraculous nativity of Jefus; but 
with what femblance of truth this faithful 

reprefentation of the event, to which it* 
evidently refers, is fufficient to determine. 
I cannot take my leavp of this extract, 
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without informing you, that Mr. Harmcr, 
in his * Obfervations oh different paflagcs of 
Scripture/ fuppofes, that the words of the 
prophecy ** Butter and honey fhall he eat, 
tAat be may know,' in the original, mriV * to 
refufe the evil, and choofe the good,' fhould 
be thufe tranflated, ^ Butter and honey fliall 
he eajt, when be Jhall know to refufe, &c/ 
that is, as he judicioufly explains it,' though 
now Judah be terribly harrafled, and that 
cccafions fcarcity, when this child ihall be 
grown up to be able to diftinguiih between 
good and evil, both thefe kings ihall bQ 
cut off, and this country enjoy fuch plenty, 
that he fliall eat butter and honey' ■ 

I now proceed to corroborate the pre- 
ceding arguments in fupport, as well of the 
generation of Chrift by a man, as of his 
parturition from a woman, with additional 
proofs, deduced from Scripture andreafon^ 

God, in his infinite wifdom, feems to 
have permitted the plain truth, as it is in 
Jefus, to be tranfmitted down to us, inter* 
jnixt, in the inftance of a few interpolated 
paffages in the writings of the New Tefta-^ 

ment, with the abftrufe errors of the • vain 

philofophy* 



( 4t ) 

philofopHy* of the Helleniftic Chriftians; 
on purpofe that we fhould take the pains tt> 
fearch the prophecies of the Old Teftamehti 
which went before concerning Chrift, one 
of the two external divine teftimonies, mi* 
tacles being the other^ which Chriftians 
enjoy of the Meffiahfliip of Jefus, and 
which, if confulted, will redlify every 
inifapprehenfion of the naturei jierfen, fub* 
fiance, or cffence of Chrift, ixti&ng froni 
their metaphyfical inventions; They are 
highly worthy of cenfure for afting in diredt 
oppoiition to the praiftice of Paul, wha 
* faid none other things,* concerning Chrift^ 
^ than Mofes and the prophets did fay fhould 
come ;' and an indifputable inftance, or two^ 
of their unjuftifiable prefumption and inge-p 
nious dexterity, in religious forgery and in-* 
(erpolation, I (hall immediately produce* 

The two firft chapters of the Gofpel by 
Matthew are acknowledged to be ofdoubt-- 
ful authority by many of the learned ; and 
I flirewdly fufpect, that the 34th and 35th 
verfes of the firft chapter of Luke's Gofpel^ 
•Then faid Mary unto the Angel, ^'how 
fhall this be, feeing I know not a man ?" 
^ and the angel anfwered, and feid unto her/ 

D 4 'J The 
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^^ The Holy Ghoft (hall come tipon tbw,. 
an^ the power of the higheft fliall ovcr-»^ 
(hadow the? : Therefore alfo that holy 
thing, which (hall be born of thee, (hali 
be called the Son of God," are an interpq- 
iated forgery, c^alculat^d to eftablifh an 
agreement With Matthew i. Z5^ 'Jofeph 
knew her,* Mary, * not, till ihe had brought 
forth her firft born fon, Jcfus/ IfindeccJ 
the 34th and 35th yerfes were neceflary tq 
preferve a connexion between the 33d and 
36th, my fufpicions would be but ill-r 
founded. But this is fo far fronx being the 
cafe, that, on the contrary, the fpeech of 
the angel to Mary, fuiFers an interruptioA 
from Mary's queftion, and the angeFs an^ 
-fwer, contained in thefe two verfes. In 
fhort therefore, the correfpondent paffages, 
Luke i. 34, 35. and Matthew i. 20, 25^ 
I utterly reject, as being unauthenticated by 
all the prophetic writings of the old cove- 
nant, which refpect the Mefliah, and as be- 
ing.grofsly inconfiftent with, and flatly con- 
tradictory to, Luke iii, 23, iv, 22. and Johtj 
if 45. and vi, 42. Here Jefus is exprcf- 
fly ftiled ' the Son of Jofeph,* without the 
appearance of an intimation, that he w^s 
'pot really, but m^Tc\y reputedly, begotten 

by 
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by Jofeph, on the body of his wife, Mary, 
Luke, iii« 23, e^ccepted, where the parcn- 
thefis, * ui w/^fiTo. as was fuppofed/ I regard 
^5 a corruption foifted in, to fubferve the 
caufc of the fanciful metaphyfical hypothe- 
ses of the different fccts of Chriftian Plato- 
nifts, in the School of Alexandria. The 
remaining three pajlTages are intircly exempt 
from this, or a fimiUr parenthcfis. More- 
pyer, in Matthew xiii. 55, Jcfus is called 
* the carpenter's fon,* by whom I fuppofc 
is^ meant Jofeph, as alfo Jefus himfelf is 
ftiled *the carpenter,* in Mark vi. 3. But 
9S the compiler of the Gofpel denominated 
JMatthew's, palpably miCapplies the prophe- 
cies of the Old Teftament, and Mark's 
Gofpel is manifeftly an Abridgemjcnt, and 
?n indifferent abridgement, of Matthew's^ 
J do not implicitly confide in the veracity 
of their narration even of thefe unimportant 
f*Cts, 

That I may nbt feem to queftion the ve- 
racity of the compiler of Matthew's Gof- 
pel without fufficient grounds, I judge it 
proper to exhibit to you one inftance, where- 
in I have detected him in an untruth. 

Luke^ 
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tavke^in his valuable hiftory of Jefus/pcak* 
of Nazareth as the native city of Jofeph and 
Mary, cxprefsly calling it, U&eir own city, 
Luke ii.'39. He rcprefents the angel Gabriel 
ts fent to Nazareth, where Mary dwelled, 
Luke i. 26. and defcribes Jofeph and Ma- 
wy as coming up from Nazareth, Luke ii. 4* 
to Bethlehem, for the purpofe of comply- 
ing.with the edict, which Auguftus had 
iffaed for a general cenfas throughout th6 
Romart empire. 'And fo it was, while 
they Were there,* at Bcthelem, * the days 
"Wttc iccoinpliihed, that (he (hould be de- 
livered/ Accordingly, agreeably to pro- 
phecy, Chrift was born at Bethlehem, the 
rity of David ; but, as foon after this event 
as poffible, * when they, * Jofeph and 
Mary, *had performed all things accord- 
Siig to the Law of tht Lord,* in refpect to 
the ciitumcifioh of Jefus, and the purifica- 
tion of Mary, * they returned', without far- 
ther delay, • into Galilee, to their own city, 
Ihlazareth,* Luke, ii. 39. 

• No, No, Matthew is in effect made to 
lay, *Good Chriftians, ye are miftaken. 
They did not return thither, I tell you, 
they went down from Bethlehem into 
i^gypt, in confequence of a dream of Jo- 

iephji 
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fcph, ftaid there till the death of Herod, 
and in their return from thence, the efFed; 
of anot if er dream of Jokph, which, by the 
bye was his t&ird dream, ** turned afido 
into the parts of Galilee, and dwelled in a 
city called Nazareth, '' not their own city, 
but a city they had never feen before, 
'^that it might be fulfilled which was 
fpoken by the prophets, he fhall be called 
a Nazarene." See Matthew ii. 23 « 

If thefc be not contradidory accounts, I 
profefs myfelf abfolutely ignorant of the 
cflential charadcriftics of a contradidion. 
But to me it is a plain cafe, that Luke was 
awake and knew what he faid, and that 
Matter Matthew dreamed and talked at ran- 
dom in his flcep, otherwife, he could ne- 
wer have attempted ^to prove the truth of 
his narration by confidering Hpfea xi. !• 
* When Ifrael was a child, then I loved 
him, and called my fon out of Egypt,' a 
paflage fimply narrative of the paft exodus 
«f the Ifraelites from Egypt, as prophetic 
cal, and appropriating the fancied prophe-^ 
cy, (fee Matthew ii. 15.) to that imagi- 
nary event, the return of the child Jefus 
from that countr|r» 

Moreover, 
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Moreover, this fame Matthew is not 
Ifefs a blundering geographer, than an un- 
faithful hiftoriah ; for he relates, Matthew 
ii. 22. * when he/ Jofeph, * had heard, 
that Archelaus did reign in Judea, in the 
room of his father, Herod, he was afraid to 
go thither ; notwithftanding, being warned 
of God in a dream, he turned qfide into the 
parts of Galilee/ Now any man, con- 
verfant witli ancient geography, could have 
informed him, that ir\ coming out of Egypt, 
a man cannot turn aftde. into Galilee, but 
muft traverfe the whole length of Paleftine,; 
from fouth to north, and confequently pafs 
through Judea, before he can arrive at Ga- 
lilee. This therefore is an additional in- 
ftance of the ingenuity of the compiler of 
this part, at leaft, pf Matthew's Gofpel, 
in turning qfide his readers from the truth.' 

Laftly, to complete my convidlion of him 
as an impoftor, I aflert, that in Matthew, 
ii. 23. *he/ Jofeph, * came and dwelled 
in a city, called Nazareth, that it might 
be fulfilled which was fpoken by the pro- 
phets, he,' Jefus, * fliall be called a Na- 
zarene,' the fuppofed Matthew reprefents 
Nazareth as a city, whifh Jofeph camo 

to. 
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to, and dwelled in, par accident, in confe- 
qucncQ of his turning afidc into the parts of 
Galilee, and thereby contradifts Luke, 
who, (Luke ii. 39.) dcfcribes Jofeph and 
Mary as returning, with their child Jefus, 
from Bethlehem,^ without the intervention 
of a journey to and from Egypt, into Ga-» 
lilec, to their own city, Nazareth,' that 
is, their fixed refidence, if not native 
place. 

Here it will not be aniifs to remark, that 
profane hiftory, fo far down as the fifth 
century, obferves a profound filence, • with 

rcfpedlto Herod's maffacre of the infants, at 
Bethlehem ; from which impending danger 
to refcue the young child, is the reafon af- 
ligned for Jofeph's fabulous flight, with 
him and his mother, in confequence of a 
dream, into Egypt. In the fifth century 
indeed, Macrobius mentions it in his Sa- 
turnalia, lib. 2, cap. 4 ; but it is probable 
he drew his account from the fufpicious 
fecond chapter of Matthew's Gofpcl. This 
almoft profound filence then affords, furely, 
a ftrong prefumptive argument, that the 
maffacre of the infants is equally fabulous, 
which is corroborated by a pofitive proof, 

that 
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that the prophecy cited in Matthew ill 
18. from Jeremiah^ xxxi. 15. ia fap« 
port of the mafTacre^ relates to a very differ- 
ent events as any one may be fatisfied^ who 
will take the pains to examine the prophe- 
cy. It introduces, in a beautiful meta- 
phor, * Rachel,* the great progenitrix, 
of two of the tribes of Ifrael, * weeping for 
her children,' &c. *becaufe they were 
not,' that is, not in their own land, but 
taken captive and difperfed. Herod, it is 
admitted, was a monfter in cruelty, as his 

murther of his beloved wife, Mariamne, of 
his fons by her, and of his uncle Jofeph, 
&c. &c. abundantly teflifies : But, ac- 
cording to the trite proverb, we muft 'give* 
that non-entity, ^ the devil, his due,' and 
not make even Herod more black, than his 
own enormous crimes make him. 

Moreover, in affirming, that * he^' Jo- 
feph, ^ came and dwelled in a city called 
Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled, which 
was fpoken by the prophets, * He,* Jefus, 
* (hall be called a Nazarenc/ the pretended 
Matthew dreams of the fulfilment of a pro- 
phecy, which never exiftcd but in his own 
creative fancy. Search the prophecies from 

the 
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the firft of If^ah to th« laft of Malacfai^ 
both inclufive, and you will find, that I 
aiTert a matter of fa(fl« In fhort^ the firft 
and fecond chapters of Matthcw*s Gof- 
pel/feem to confifl: of little more, (the 
genealogy and this forged prophecy ex- 
cepted) than a lift of dreams, and a firing 
of mifap plied promifes. Difgraceful theit 
is it for thinking and pains-taking Chrif^ 
tians, to level themfelves with inconfideratCt 
indolent, and implicit believers, and to re« 
tain that ftupid, blind reverence for every 
word contained, in what are ftiled the ca- 
nonical books of the New Tcftamcnt, 
which excites them to attempt to reconcite 
paflages palpably contradidtory. 

What is it but operam pcrdcre, to labor 
to eftablifli an harmony between truth and 
•falfliood, which can never be brought into 
contact with each other ? Being oppofite 
in their natures, they muft ever, like two 
parallel lines, keep the fame diftance, and 
can never meet. ^ I therefore earneftly in* 
treat the former honorable clafs of Chrif- 
tianSy or rather, in the genuine apoilolic 
ftile,/ befeech them by the mercies of God, 
iu Chriil Jefus^' to employ thofe excellent 

talents^ 
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talents^ with which God has intrufied 
them for the inveftigation of the truth, 
in a manner truly beneficial to mankind, 
and fatisfadlory to themfelvcs, by expofing 
anti-evangelic impoflure, and vindicating 
Gofpel truth. If it be afked by v^^hat cri- 
terion ihall I diflinguifh the one from the 
othjcr ? I anfwer, by repeatedly referring 
them to your prophecies ; which, repre-p 
fenting the future Meffiah as * the glorious 
branch from the root of Jeffe/ and as the 
fon, or a lineal defcendent from the loins 
of David, favor not the nonfenfical hypo- 
thefes of Athanafians, Arians^ and Socini- 
ans. The word preached by Paul was, 
that * Jefus crucified and rifen ag'ain' cor- 
refponded to the predidled Meffiah. Ac- 
cordingly, the confequence of an examina- 
tion of the prophecies is a convidlion, 
that Paul truly * reafoned out of the Scrip- 
tures,! the books of Mofes, the prophecies, 
and the pfalms, * opening, and alledging 
that Chrifl mufl needs have fufFcrcd, and 
rifen again from the dead ; and that this 
Jefus,' adds he, * whom I preach unto 
you, is Chrifl,' Ads xvii. 2, 3. Luke, 
therefore, in his two treatifes, which con- 
un ah account of the Gofpel, and of 

the 
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)tOf«RnJWOf th)r .ctf".: alt crq^it; - ^Hfisj^v?^ 
,!M5iJJ& verified % an appeiarto,^pg9pbfCjv 
J>J^t that of the pretended. Mat^l^VilPj{alfi/i- 
ed.:b3itit. -Lukethep, whos :as, .he .trueJy 
azures bis friend, Theophiloj?, Jgr^whom 
i^^ a44refled his two treatifes, f.li^d ^^yrfcjcS 
isH^4erft&n<iing of Jill things freinrf the- very 
firft,* . h^viql; . recjelvedc his . acco^iit^ from 
th? .-^poftle? thcmfclR^s* and . w^|y;iTjorc«* 

.travels^ l,v^^^rdf^ ^. ^,^Anuina^,.ev^M 

Paul in ^partKrular : Not but thatav^dif^ j 
ccrning eye, and an attentive mind, by 
cmD^^riog a pa£age or two of his dofpel^ 
y^itkJ the fnre word of prophedy^' thS un« 
iMtf rring : tfeit of the veracity of cva^ngeliftsi 
«^:.^difcover very fufpicious tokens -of 
Cjvifi|«fti' Platonifts, blending* their * f obtain 
pbitefof>hy^ :witb hh Gofpel fimplitity,. in 
order |ta make Luke fpeak. thQ famcMan*^ 
guage. with jthe juilly exceptionable parts 

of what 4s called, the Gofpel accoKiing td 
Matthew; 
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tfaat Jfcfbs was thfe real ibh of Jtjfc^ln <k. 
Sdfi of hianv and cbhfequentlj hloflRiif it 
teaft^ 15 o)>^ofition to thofe who allc^> 
that JeTus was only fo ftiled» and w» mere- 
ly the hbtrSnzU not the real fon dF Jofeph^ 
is capable of proof from this citciimRsthcef 
that no fuch modificatibh Is affi^t by thSt 
evangelifls^ to this pdi'Dt of theSy dodtifliM^ 
one paflkge^ as I before obferved> out of £6xii 

excepted ; which is fo far froni aixto&ntift^^ 

to a proof that the remaihthg three ihontd 

be fo UttderfBod^ that» ctn the contfary» thel& 

h&ng ftct' ^m fadh liitxliliG&tioil ftithifh 
a ftrong presumptive argument' in f^tof df 
the i^riouKjJcft df "thcfoufth paJSage, >h!cft 
contaJniit^ ' 



I'" 



This ptcifumptive at^umeiit is €orrol;)Ora^ 
ted by the opimoil df a valuable 'coioio^ 
fpoDdent> whofe well-founded idoubts^i^s^ 
fpeding the authenticity-, hoi only of \3flife 
parenthefis, * as was fuppofedi wlskfh^oc^ 
curs in Luke iii« 123/ but alfo of the^cfle 
genealogy contained in that chapter} ^I (half 
tranfcribe for your ferious ciDnfid2rati6fli 
They were fent to me in ^nfwer to fbmte 
fufpicions, which I had cxpreflbd, in a 
letter to him, of the faid extraordinary pa-* 

renthefis> 
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'^iUii ts an iflterpblatea tS^if, JAU 
%oMk are^ * The piarenthefis you mistitioii 
'* in^aint'Iitiie, i^^ withbiit dTfpUte; ex- 
-^ ceedingly jfiifpitloos : Andi foT itiy bwd 

* fwihi I ft[f|ic£t tjiij wlible of ttwS genealo- 

* gy^ which is Mb\f Vet-y ^dly placedj 
^ as Wdli$ thbft abruptiy ihtrbdii'eed; Saint 
^littke;" Vrfc'^nbW,' tras t«e friend kiid 

^ - tbtnba^ioili i:^ Saiitt {>aul i 'atid ^ti Skiat 

*;PaiiPs dpliiftm wa* aBotit ^facli gcncalo- 

*'^cs A^c Jeam t^irjr deatly fi-oni iTiai.L4* 

•* atttJTittis iii.9. which iiiafc^sit highly im- 

^^Irt^Cftole, thai any ot his irttiniatfes jiould 

^^ attempt to trace out anjr genealogy at alU 

**'^BeTo^e tlie Ba^yldnifli taptit^ityi thd Mo- 

*j'{iiQ law againfl: the ali^natioh of their.pa* 

^ f fimdhy made it both Aece^ary and eafy 

'^ tb'prefertfc tbfrcft gchftai^^ bt every 

^ jfciwiili iaiftily } btit that event moft ibevi<« 

'4 tably have> occaiioned fucti confufibo; 

' and even deftrudlioh^ among both their 

^ public and privat(S records^ tbat^ in the 

^ tiriites of the apdlle^i difpttte^ flboiit their 

'^ prccife geii^alogii^ nitiil htn^e been^ aa 

» ^ Saint Paul calU tKciri^ ^' vain and eridkftr 

.^:Haid the JewiJSbi ttiagiftrate^ beeta incfined 

'^ to a6kntf#fed^ the comtplciioft of the 
-^ propbecie^^ i<i ifae pfcrfon of oar Savidr^ 

i% ^ in 
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'S^^'^Vi^^r^J fHtHenyc^|eng^9^ ;. b.iit tjjcir 

* -circunift^n^?, and i^ eaii, .be qfpa^ij^ or 
V l«^gort^e to any pth<?^^pepi}l54 • pd^ci, 

^« . I)ody )C,9tjiJdodQ4bt his. Ji^c^t. from Adam. 



•*' abundfintly . fumcieflt . tp , convince ^U|, 
" * t'^af'^eV^' 'fhe ' g^riealjogji^lwj cifcupiftanqc 
'* of t'Ke pr<ft)hecies was ut^rally fulfilled in 
<* nim, wi£pdureijn'er"tne real, or pretended 



'"*' te'ftimdriy- of human ff cbnjs^^whof^^^nutji 
* and authenticity mull ev6r remain, h^le 

\«to4out?tr .. .,^, , 

P«l/ I ft^i#Joi« ,??:X o^P.^>fervatj<^)jj on 

•wh^ch^ii}, private ^vejtlaQ^x.h^ cfeeoa 
.objp^ed tO;Oie ^s,-<^aysy'\ri^ aa, .idt&y that 
:-\ *' " ' ' .- * Chrift 
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CKrlft' wks 16 t)'e.t)Qrn ' Jrdm. a woma^' alcipe, 
Megdited'lif'^niin: •; In the fk^ pfce'l' 

iH<^iio'teafonfoJiraj!>^6fiii^|tkiFtbV.expMr^^^ 
l}oiii'***er feed,^-^"ferates^ to' the 'birth of' 

airift at ail, muc'h' iefs'"t6'^'fei5 fuppof^ct 
merely-matetnal bfrtl^:- '' The^ «pKeffibn is . 
gfeneral; and consequently applicable to all " 
fuccecding generations of men, Eve's pofte* 
rity in the aggregate. Secondly, I appre- 
Bend^/ thar 4he 'propagiitlon df tfie^^'onran 
fpecie*! Isyi ther^thi^tf-Wtth', ^dej^frfetf? ' 'inf-i "• 
pr«|niif«d*l^>a-(}aiJflr'mailifed"tb-^^pe>i 



thsdftatg >#dfcceaife^ from- it,- '^'ftrfficrehl 
t« id'^oBlinab iht bffJ^rrdg/ e»Ptf/e'ietd"- 
o«J«aliiH3^-th* ^ed'.-tif 'v^Aali,'i"-aM- t6; 
jnkiffBinc''irv re^f^ti^^ir^a^ "'^tfep'^ftedv**'* 
tai -1ft ipliiafef Go'd that hooSit? c^tdrfes 1^' 
gene^atei^' withdat ' the '^-riburffefit- 1rfftr£^'- 
mentadi^ lof'diStol^'beariftg' \|^oWii8n>"{* Bei ' 
filiB:$?cth?s;fifittcfsr.bFJ tiiis,^^r»fl!crn»toft1?ft' 
piSkgS refeired : td is < ■fi^lf'^videttt; ''it is-j 
thine faid, * I,' God;; •* \(iill^^utx»nuty:&e* '■ 
tweeiL;tfi9£e^': thericripent^' Mamd; thelwoD^am :' 
It'is dajttmlb«einatt;<'nattu^ t^-'iad^-* and - 
between, thyrtfted ah^J'her f^eed,' than be- 
tween th]^ fefed ^ndt'thetfetfdoaf ftilft, iiri a ' 
p^Sgll where the man is not mentioned. 

E 3' Agai?- 
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AgaiOf u the wonm had fin^^ed thrpu^. 
tb« frafty fuggellions pf th^ ierpent, Uu; 
WQrds, <I will put ?nmity bpt«:e^ thy, 
feed and her f^ed,^ receiye aa additiopf^ 
degree of prppriety in a pafla^e, jwhcr^i^. 
Gpd pronounces fentence on the ierpent. 
her great c;nemy ^ * it^' her feed, *, 0p.9\\ t»f uife 
thy head,' 

X«^|y, ^ 4^dai^'^ pasnal knowledge of 
]his vtif^, and the cporequent bifthof Caio,- 

f f^ ^9i ^^^ ^H a^t« M? (»1^ ««4 e^tr 
pHl4^nfrc«^ the ^rdep 9tf Pldei^, itfOfg^: 

be prcfftmc^ tha^ ]^vo 4id so$ l^^r km be- . 
fore thU ey^t foqk plae^ j ^n4 ^|«t Caiti 
wa§ het'^rit child ^y be ^pjlflsftc^ fr^d;^. 
Iwr Y^Pcda P9i the pccafion,. ? Lha»q,^<^ei| 
I W^ ff WS» # L^rcl,; A<Jwtt^d§ th<H^ : 
|bis tp, bie a pertainty* which tfltomly a pro^ 
l^a^i^ity^ th^ P^^'^^^'^ iap^ijt^dc3pf t^^e eacr 
' pf^pBy ^ her ^ped,' in this pa^^e, cannot 
b|^t ft^ikq MP in eycty point pf view. By tho 

^f|c pf e?(pr?l|ib.n, «ber feed',* i« plainly 
^ntioMted ^he^ethpd ordained iby Qod foe 
a future {nultiplication pf the'hqman.fpecies. 
^hf fe^d pf mail brpnght forth from the 
Si^.Oiih,of I WPO»», ^hcp nerfcOeiintp^:^ 
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liflog child, «Qd juftl/ ;h«f efQr? cmpMt 
c^Ohr ftilcd « her fc«d.' 

The 4rft m^ Cod had * fonxied duft of 
tb? grpund, and br^thed into his noftrili 
the breath of life.' The 6r(l woman he 
had ' tak^n out of man/ The rib» which 
the Lord God had taken from man/ made/ 
or, according tp the Hebrew, builded, •he 
a woman i* but future Qieh and womea 
were to cxift, as Paul expreffes it, • by th^ 
woman,^ that is, by th^ incremental con« 
f urren^^ pf the won^an, in producing from^ 
|ier womb the feed of ipnaq, ripeped into a 
perfedjj giving, human foetus. This divine 
arrahgcnienF^^ humaq prop^ation feems 
to have be^n altogether unknown at the 
time of the fal), and was pertinently prc% . 
^gnificd by xhP cxpreffioUj^ ^her feed/ 
which, in this fole properly qualified fenfc, 
is applyed %o Eve's ppfterityj^ hupiaQ kind 
in general, aixd confequently to her gre^( 
defcend^Qt, the Mef^aJ^j^ in ^Ot^mPW witi^ 
his fellow-m?n* 

T^e preceding rational expHfll^toil of t^^ 
fXpre£ipn^ ^her feed/ i$> I thmk, war* 
%^Xfd by I^C pofitiy« teftiqqioii^ of jptaphecjfji 



if!ttcfcv''b«iTg-^lent*-t<imfe«t>1ng' thv itflfiv 
pulous and merely maternal birth of CKrfft; 
cfFcftcd without the prcyjous cafnd iiUpr- 
pofiticjn^jof ,gn hpman fajhf rj^ dircdls us tq 
pjBd^rftan4* th^t the glorious Son of David, 
jhe -Meffiah^ .prcfignifiei by Ifaiah,^4s. * j^ 
Man of Sorrows,, was to bq the loint oft- 
pring of a man and a womaq, lawfully be-*, 
gotten, by.the pn^jOQ^tJj^-bqdy; of the .other. 
Accordingly.. tbia niaa.aud, this wonjaa are . 
{eprefented^a^ an huit)and and wi^^, by Jiain9 
Jpfeph and. Mary J ; I^e is, in.exprefs wwds^ 
fi?fcribed .to hp ^9f th? hpufe.and lineage of 
D^vid ;' Luke iu 4^ fo that their foq Jcfus 
yv^s Ma^.ally, defcended frpm-Dayid, aj well 
pn. the fidQ of-the' father, , as on that of thq 
piotherjj and, if he were pot the genuine 
/gn'-'pf Jofeph^ f^rely. no-true cvang<lift 
wouldfhave prefumcd to aive him. that de- 
noimnation, *, _ 

*^^V^ a'ny riAtn'Ve fo adventurous as to aiJcrt; 
Hiat A^d^YiKilCe-^bf tti'e prbphccie^ in refpefit' 
to the fuppofed fupernatural birth • of 
Cprift, is no propf againft ^he reality of 
inis* extfabVdin'ary tranfadtion, I 'anfwer. 




pigments 



fi|jihfem«' olfo tl^ltttman braid iti ev«ry fpe- 
et<fs of tiiSKlph^'S^kl ab Aii^ity, 'and ^ daiftt^-^ 
qxttatl^y' (Qlfi^es miUtt'''oi>mhimphi to 
icoBng umb<lld»ers, wHp-' ide^odiy refent 
civ^^ groTs^^ifi^4QA Oft their underftaad- 
iflgfi; aiid, idd^^^ in refpiicl to this in- 
comparably abfnrd dogma of the Chridian 
Platonifts^ I am- an infidel^ and frankly 
acknowledge, - 



« «« 



* ^tiodcunque ojlehdistnibijic^ mcredulus o'di^ 

Correfpondent to the - paflages, where 
Jcfiis is defcribed to be the fon of Jofeph, 
arethofe of Luke ii. 41 and 48, ' Intha 
firft it is faid, * his parents went to Jerufa- 
l§m/, 8fc.. ^d in the laft, as \ obfcrvcd be- 
fore, , h^r mother, Mary,' in, her tender ex-j* 

ppfl:ulation,with;himi. makes ufe of thi$ 
^xipreflign, * thy father and I have fought 

njqijnt Jojfeph^.pd h^ bis^ffirents^ Jofeph 
^j}(J} JVl>f y ; ^^nd if. Jpfeph ,were npt his 
fejl?^, weri^npf one .of the P^repts of Je- 
fijg. I wpuld freely interrpgate (he.evange- 
li/ls, Luke and, Jo)bn, jfithcy, were now 

f)...* To 



i ^ } 

. Jo ||>0 pr9€e4»g fHiAge4 of Clif ifli»(i 

9Kmd hypotM) of the suitottlQus cciv* 

f dption of QhtiA Jefus* ia the womb cf 4 
irirgiHj^ ^nd which iijconiyovertiiWy cftajUifli 

hii^ complete noanhood^ thai iS| rcpFefent 

tfim, in confarmity to, the only true id§^ 

V9 can foriji of a mao, Ance the creation 
of the firH: human pair» z$ a man begQtlen^ 
by a man on the body of a woman^ by the 

|iq(ban4i Jofephi on that of his Wife^ Mary^ 
I fhall only add a reference to thofe texts^ 

where, both by prophets a,nd appftle^, Je- 
fus is exprefsly reprefe^ited as'thc fon qf Da« 
vi^f the feed of David,' ^nd • the fruit of 

bis bo^y.' 

It is not in the power of language to de^ 
vifc cxprcflions, which can morp fuccefe^ 
fully militate againft the miraculous concep* 
tion than thcib j; for, if Jcfqs were pf the 
feed of David, it is inipofflble that a mail 
ihould not be his father. Ingeuou?^ as fyCr 
tern-mongers are, in wrejfting the plain 
meaning of the evangelifls to a, coincidei^Cf 
with their Own pre-cbnceived fanciful me- 
taphyfical hypothcfe^,! thefe fimple'eiprcf- 
j^ons, ' tie /on o/Davi^^ tb4 Jeed rf David^^ 

fadi 



« 

iMid ^ fht ffpne 4/ 'M4 kdjf^* defy their ut^ 
fBoft ikiU tip fli^it <^<^ frem^eironf 
one . Qoly: obviqai iqift, vis. a Uneal de»' 

f- • r» - 4_ r » 

. - «... .... 

Again; thofb unamhigaoqs exprefSonSt 
flbe Joff ofmm^ and th manChriJf^iJks^ 
are fo intelligible^ that a xf^zxi mpiltakein^ 
dnitc pains to^ fhifunderftand them* His'pre* 
4ile^ion for a/vfuf^Bt hy^{ to adopt the phrafe 
of th? ihrewd w^d ^lailerly anthpr pf / the 
iConf^flionaU' an hidden abftruO^ cabbalif- 
t)C meaning* niiift have taken ^ntir^ poflef-9 
i)00 pf his inteileds^ before he could melt 
dowilf hy.the.fuhtlexhemiftry of fophiftry,, 
C0ftrr<^ evapgelic common ienfe into refined 
fcholaftic nonfenfe. But* in fad* men of 
learning* .froj(n an acpuftomed attempt to 
fplye real difficulties, contract an habit o£ 
pi^rplexin^ eaiy truths* andj^ confequentIy» 
as often dftrken our light t as ^ lighten our 
4»rknep.* Of \\i\% wc have abundant tefti- . 
;nony in the i^reuudlcfa. hypothefis* that 
^he words* ^Jofi of man^ and a man^' when 
af^l^cc^ to Chfift^ inean merely an humai^ 
creature of the maie fpecieSn fupernaturally 
^n of an h|inui4i female. Your Anglo- 

^ij(UMi frien^^.my JewiAi^^^^ whci 

■ f • 

IS 
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is. ^'filsifi^j^ui^f^d^ 

of man/ to mzzxi the fon of woman only i cfpe- 
i^tally;; as he ri$ :noi-.atithodzca to adopt 
thif cXpQfi tidn by the iacrcd,tirrit ings; : eithex* 
of die apoftles or prophets ; !an4^vir0ulddiave- 
been lefs aftorii(hedfto.have::heard:x>f'a fedfx 
rfphilofophifittgL-ifpmj* tMihtainirig> that^ 

^. that the fonofmknAitbe'fm of a man only;/^ 

* . , » - 

Helitvcqually *\&M in Gotopreh^ndfcng-how^ 
an Ixaman' male/* the of^sfjring of ahhuman^ 
female alone^ ican be . called ii tnan^j^i In hii^ 
idea, . no .noaaioaaidbe zimzn, who is not^ 
begotten by, a naaa on the body bf aw6i»atti'|-> 
a/id/; in fadTi if jftrimpoSible to inUfent'a^ 
aaimei fuHy-,exprcf2ve o£ that crcsiibm: df the '- 
Bcain^: reprefe'n ted HSifp rtmg :f p^li^l^ womV^ 
of;ar: woman • alone, .lilicoAf6ibiis?itff a^bri- 1 
vious carnar fcrfo wTeS^e oT- a'* rri aii . Now', * 
o'li-the fufppbfition, ■ that' foeh^-ljeing- ever * 
exifted; except in theconFufed'p'errcramuni 
bra- ehrf ftianPktbnift/' I '^iff^cvtiy ^Vafl^' * 
gdift to prove;" tKathe'caft^lJir^ called ""Vlrf* 
fonofman, dndii niUnl^ witKoift amoft titf-^ 
paralleJed and unpardonabfe-'itifetachrdfis,' ' or ' 
abufe of>v&r(ki-"whidh\Vea»ei4bV'in«rtifcWlfc? 

to 



( f 3 ) 

ffiwJ.rpa/Hntbfi^n^jChrift Jfl6}$>f77 The iqcr 
Wy (: :c3ft^9sn^e-' pf.thg^^cibbliflipwjt of 

<^<? |9,hR.^5!y/?|iicle of;^dei»s.rr.'TA,n[ apjfe^ 

•hiiQikbdt hgrntii^Q fon^ .as xvc&i of k mani 

fidb ^}biooid:))ike,3&i;i%ni fioc^ruptiMe; 
MflR^yOi&tr iti<vrasei^i)dyr'dwing*tt>\the£x/: 
«t«i(^ «f4te p»«^ir oliOoii^'m iwiiYig hihr 

bE:i£bi{niv^f^jn/i CDC, toviifc'.^ qisangdiiCe^^ 
fiJfcffiorf, .*: withoatlmeifuif/v S/fjiiJCtimftglqg^^ 

Gofpel of Peac<5 iJ that he. worifee4 mixdcksi 
Bdyifivithovitthm t x^rjion'trfcfuoh divinely^ 

r. -ic .-r! delegated 



/' 



j^iM ^dwbf,- he touU Acithzit^ird iU 
truth of his dltrine cocbimi^ti ; &nd' ihi^) 
tl»bB|;h Ai1>j^<^d1iUmi^n falfirmtttes «nd paH 
fidns» and ntiHil^ted like ais #fe ire/ he liV^ed 
%tid died widiOttt fit). The end and ihteiit 
bT God's gt^ibtii§ Gofpel df§>en&tidn htiii 
ittg of -a moral' rtaturipj or to introduce^air 
tinivcrftl purity anx! holitteft amoii]^ metii 
it is v^ry plata that Ib^mohil^^ ccmfi 
iiot be fedHfed hiit ky ki^al iliea&ftj aftd 
that no motil means touH be b«t^ «iledi> 
lated to ptomott the moral peiibaioii' «f 

tnaa^ thaii the iUuftitour afld talpfihd^ 
cxaoipl^ > tX « miid phiSifinf dbddioiScii 
t6 the will bf Godi etett uikto deatk^ ^ad 
th&t ; the 00^ Img^ifikg^ tatcracUtin^ rted 
igzrominmit dealh o£ the^efoffi tile vibft 
dtfifiterefisd ftlidgofitftiof loire W fak £eIl9W 
€fdatuif98i«Bid f^tlef^ iiinoceitee and^urit/t 
Hence this truly godd 4i)aA is with^ t^ 
ilri(ftcft propriety^ ftilcd * the Holy One/ 
op thd.oBe.l!iof|taa!ian i For» though ' God 
Qiadft mat^/ ibr niankimd^ ^.itpright>'^dor!p6» 
ftSt, thati tSj^* capable of arriving fa9r a:pi&o» 
tical c^onfbrmiiy to the law inapfeft <>ttbi| 
ttfidei^ftandiYigi^ at the mot^ pegfcQiaa? v£ 
hifi natuft^ yet no mm, btrfore Chrift^evel" 
di4 '^ttalA it; ahd> trtht m6tcincx€uf^hlx^ 

tcproaeh 



Ireproach cH im nominal difcipl«»> ^ maili 
IKittx Uihi ha eotapUtdy tmftatted tke 
example ^i his literally finkis lifb Mtd 
(death* 

f 

. .'BKt that, our LOfd» Jefua C^rtft^ ^nras 4 
floao, that he^ was bc^tten bjr a man t>a 
the; body of a w<sinan« in the honerttbic t^ 
tate of matrin(Ofiy« a» we fellow cetKUitm 

uc, can^d^ Atr^fy admit a dc^ibti io'tiss 

m^ad <^ lUiff 'Cfariftutfl* di^q, im&ac^d 
by ^rileioaik prc^vdicea^ grudges ttot thu 

rs to «ai^(ilt the numerotts pipages af 
New Teftamedt^ wher^ Chrift it ex* 
pref% ftilpdrr^ t%e Ayi of maQ» and a man/ 
]iieithoat ap3r of thofe ftf ttnge qtialifying lir 
initatiQtiS;^^ and jft^r^ib^i^ e^licattonsf which 
Chriftian fophifts affix to th^fe iimple and 
intelligible expreffions ; expreffions, felf^ 

evident to every man^ whofe head is not Ito? 
wildered by^ the nice fubtle diAinftions of 
' the vain philofbphy^* contained in the 
svritings of . the fchoolmen of Alexandria^ 
who are prefumptuoufly denominated fathers 
of the cliurch, whereas many of them 

might nlortf aptly be termed * babes in 
Chriji: ' . 

Why 
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^. Why Ghrift is emphatica^y ftU?fl>./^f^ 

of man, b^iWay-of diftina:ic«j /rom flU i>th» 

:fons of m^n, ,^n^v/h^y he is(a]g(ke^hpnftraj. 

bly diftinguiflied by that high title, t&g icb 

of God, from ns, his difciples, who are 

*t)iily.' teiinea fo'tos- of,God,.ii>hav« -bcFore 

•explaifted, 'and -therefor* '(hall 'only.lie?^ 

•add,' that the' figOre <tf fp^dhUpplydd^^i 

thrift,' -iit Heb'; k 5 . * I: Wili lw5 to hiin'^ a 

:£ilther, cahd hevihall bft f(jm^a I6fi;*-1s t 

^fuifficieht'^tOtprbve, rtHali|-:d<^ yr» the h 

«^Cbrift, bytJ tj^e <mir^(ilo>t!s -ddl^n^ 




tnith,- kfa-my^-^thaf fiiclfe'^ rmfhsprelfeitea 

■v^trHs ' bf • fhe -aia"'T?ffafoid^,ii;^hiaf; :!K 

feai are fpokcff of S6(tottrn''^tf''i2'^^am? 
viii: 14. and in I'Chrofl:' x^ih to.. Will 
fuppoft' us in afleitihg tliae' 'Go3 ' was ' tlie 
father of Solomon^ by the miraculous con- 
ception'of Bathlheba, without'^fhe natural 
inftrumentality of David. .However, no 
one difputes that David was the^ father of 
Solomoa, notwithftanding God declares lo 
David,, by the mouth of his prophet N.a- 
than, * 1 will be his fathef, and he fliall 
be my fon.' By parity of rcafori, the pa- 
• - rental 
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« 

irciital rclationfhip of Jofeph to jcfus would 
bfc iio lefd indilputable, if the writer of 
the Epiftlc to the Hebrews had not erred 
in his application of the aforefaid paffagc 
bf the Old Teftament id Jefiis. In fliort^ 
ihis phrafe, in the ftile of the Old Tcf- 

tamenii me^nS no more than that God 
^WQttld take Solomon into his immediate 
tare and prdteftibft, and. bejQtow fignal marks 
of his favor upon himi, in like manner as a 

good father affiduoqfly promoted the welfare 
of hi^ fon^ and that God fulfilled his pro- 
inifein this refpe<ft^ theldng and remarkably 
ilouri/hing reigti of Sojtinioh exhibits one 
fcoptinued proof. . 

•Nbwi as Jtfus, the defcdndent of Solo-i 
tebn apd David; was the objedt of God's 
particular B^or, lA a much higher degree 
jthno Solomon^ or any other man, ever wai, 
hnng tht Me&ah, or the anbinlexl cf God^ 
io puj^Uih his moft merciful and glorious 
fch^nie pi p^rdoB to nxankind^ fop their 
pfift fipsi and the proroife of etcrnaUife and 
^aj^pja^fsj on the Urmt of (heir repentance^ 
jthcir faith in Jefui^ as the Mefiiah^ and 
tlubiti future mo^al obedience^ arid un^^ 
der God their king and judgc>^ he is dif- 

F tinguiihed 
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tinguiihed . by the glorious appellation q£ 
^ the beloved Son of God/and^ in theftrong 
figurative language of the Orientalifls^ ' tko 
pnly^begotten fon of God/ and emphati^- 
cally, Uife fon of God/ as 'being the firft- 
born from the dead/ Thus^ agreeably to 
this only rational explication of fuch mode^ 
of ipeech» Chriilians are called ' fbns of 
God, and heirs of the hope of eternal life/ 
This glorious inheritance/beflowed on them 
by the unmerited bounty of their Crea- 
tor, intitles them to the moil honorable 

# ' * o 

diftinftion of * fons of God/ 

I ' • . '. 

, ,-,,,,. ..,,/■ J 

As then it is no where pre-fignifiedjn the 
prophecies of the Old Teftament, that God 
would eiFe6l.the birth of the Mefliab,:by 
iupernaturally dcpofiting the vivifying prin« 
copies of a man in the womb of a woman ; 
and, as he is therein defcribed as ^ a Mafi 
^ Jbrrows^\ ^&iyi, moreover, repeatedly 
reprefented in the New Teftament as a 
'man, the fon of man, and the fon of 
Jofeph^' I cannot but regard him as fuch^ 
and confequently, conclude the pafTages in 
Matthew and Luke, which militate againft 
this natural reprefentation of the great fon 

of 
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ef David, to be no parts of the true Oof-» 
peli» 

It is a matter worthy of Inquiry to trace 
the rife and progrefs of the prefent canon of 
the New Teftament 5 but as many are better 
qualij^ed/ and more inclined to engage in 
this laborious undertaking than myfelfi and 
pollefs in perfedion tlie abilities rcquifite 
for it, to them I ferioufly wifti to recom- 
mend the arduous and meritorious taik* 
1l hdl there were other Gofpels, bcfides . 
thofe, which we how receive under the 
Uanies of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, 
is man^feft from the exordium of Luke's 
evangelic hiftory ; * For as much,' fays he, 
* as, many have taken in hand to fct forth 
in order a declaration of thofa things^ which 
are moft furcly believed among lis, even 
as they delivered them unto us, which froni 
the beginning were eye-witnefTes, and mx- 
iliftefs of the word.' Moreover, froni this 
paflage it is evident, that thefe declaratiorls> 
orGofpel-accounts, were not infpired writ- 
ings, but merely narratives of matters of 
fad, which the feveral compilers had re- 
ceived, from the apoftles themfelvcs. Nor 
docs Luke himfelf give us to underftand^ 

F a that 
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tliat he wrote his Gofpel under the irnihd^ 
cliate and extraordinary infpiration of Gi9d« 
On the contrary^ by the exprcffion, *it 
feemethgood unto me alfo^ having had per«^ 
fed underftanding of all things from the 
very firft, to write unto thee in order,' &c* 
he;^ intimates that he derived the materials 
for bis Goipel from the fame apoftolic 
fource* 

• » 

Again, as Luke was the infeparable a£« 
fbciate 6r the great itinerary preacher to the 
Gentiles, the infpired Paul, who received 
the Gofpel by immediate revelation from 
Jefus Chrift himfelf, and who carefully dif- 
finguifhes between ^his fpeaking from him-!^ 
felf, and his fpeaking from )he Lord,* he 
was completely qualified to defcribe the la- 
bors and travels of this apo^le in particular, 
and accordingly gives us a very circumftan-^ 
tial account of them, in his treatife, iiHitled 
• The Ads of the Apoftlcs.' 

Having now corroborated my opinion^ 
that Jefus was truly the fpn of Jofeph, with 
arguments deduced from genuine Chriilian 
Scripture ; having, in like manner, demon* 

Arated 



J 
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ftrated that Jefu^ Chrift is exprefsly and li^ 
terally ililed ' the fon bf man^ lod a maiit' 
by >tlie prophets/ evangelifts, and apoflles^ 
and, confequently, could be no other than 
the joint-ofiTspring of an hufband and wife^ 
the contradictory account of thefupernaturat. 
conception of Mary, contained in 'Matthew 

u and Luke i. being totally unwarranted 
by the prophecies of the Old Tcftament, 
thofe true teds of genuine and fpurious 
Gofpels and Epiftles j having thus evange- 
lically overturned the refpeCtive nonfenfical 
iyflemsof Athanafians, Arians, and Socini^ 
ansj I fhall adduce a few arguments drawn 
from reafon alone, in fupport of the man« 
hood of Jefus, in the ftrift, thq commoOt 
and, in fa£t, the only true, acceptation of 
the word, 

Firft then I apprehend, it will be readily 
admitted by every rational Chriflian, that 
not the imperfefliion of the moral law of 
nature, written on the hearts and confciences 
of men, but the imperfection of manhim-^ 
ftlfi who could, but would not, obey 
that law, evinced the neceility of an efpecial 
(Old ^3(traQrdinary revelation .of the divide 

F 3 wUl:^ 
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v^illf and the exuberant goodnefs of God 
in vouchl&fing it. This Goodnefs is, \?ith 
peculiar propriety, ftiled in Scripture, * the 
exceeding^ riches of the grace, love, arid 
^mercy, of Qod,' an4 was not confined, 
nke the. old covenant, to the pofterity of 
Abraham^ by Ifaac, bi;t exteiided to all 
mankind, as well Gentiles as Tews; which 
laft, to (he 0uilt, in con^mon with the 
heathens, of forfakjng' ^he faid unerring 
rule of right and wrpng, an4 following 
rather * the law in their riiember?/ than the 
• law of their mind,' fupcradded the crime 
of difobeying an exprefs pofitivc law from 
Gqd, vi^hicb they were endued by thc^r 
Maker with an ability to p?rfof n^. 

Secondly, I am clearly of opinion, that 
Qod, when he inverted Jews and Gentiles, 
upon their compliance with his term« of 
repentance, and faith in his Mefliah| with 
fte poffeffion of the prefcnt happy privi- 
leges, and with an intereft in the future glo- 
rious prpmifcs, of the Gofpel, at the fame 
time defigned to convince finful mankind, 
that their general wickednefs was wholly 
Imputable to their felf-coxruption, and net 

^9 



(73 ) 

io any defed in the intelledlual power«» 
which he had beAowed on t^em for 
the ptirpofe of enabling them to difcern 
between good and eviU to choo(c the one» 
and refufe the other, and to comply with 
his pofitive laws. Accordingly, our infinite- 
ly gfeat, wife, and good Creator has evi-* 
dently demonflxated to his human creatures, 
in the example of the mofl: generous and 
diiinterefted philanthropy, the immaculate 
innocence, and the univerfal obedience to 
the will of God, even unto death, exhi-» 
bited by the man, Chrift Jefus, that h^ 
had 'made man perfeft,' or capable of an 
' invariable praftical obfervance of his eternal 
and immutable laws, godlinefs^ righteouf« 
wfs, and temperance, re-publiihc4 to the 
world by Chrift, the mediator, or minifter, 
o£ God's new and merciful Gofpel-covenan; 
between himfelf and man. But if Athana- 
fians maintain, as, if they be confijient in 
their inconfijiencies^ however (hockingly in?- 

r 

jurioqs to all worthy and rational ideas of 
the Supreme Being, they muft m^iatain^ 
that /fe ejfence of the indivifible God u capable 
^ droifion into three pt^tions^ that one portion 
thereof fignjiitutes God the Son^ . and that this. 
Qi>A the S9n, incloied, in th(; V(^pnil> of a 
: ..J .. Va virgin, 
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virgin,- underwent all the gradual proccff 
and change, which the feed of maii f^j/lains 
in a facceffive progrefs from its femmflj^ 
ftat?, through that of an eipbryo,to that of sj 
perfect human animated foetus, and, in tl^^a 
laftftate, fprang into light from the womb 
a babe of the mafculine gender; or, if^ 
ihocked at the confeguence of thi< teiietii^ 
that a third part pf the Supreme Bein^, whq 
is impaflibfci is capable pf fuffering, thejij 
in order tp farmppnt this di^culty, involve 
ifhemfelvei^ in another [equally ipfur- 
tnpuntabk, for one hyper-metaphyfica^ 
Itbfurdity uaturally bc;gets another and ano-* 
<her, in aneikHfefs progreflion, inveint whaU 
they are pkafed to term the hypoftatical 

union; dividing Chrift into two natures, 

.... ■ ^ 

his diviiie apd his human, as they befor^r 
had divided the Supreme Being into th^-eo 
parts, and kflert,' thJit he fuffercd in his 
human nature, while his divine nature was 
impafliblfe; thereby fplitting one Chrlil- in- 
to two Chrifts ; itls impoffiblq, that a being, 
(if this motley texture, fo compounded and 
decom{)ounded, fp iriily marvellous and 
iiYCpnripfcheiTfrble, eoiild be your- prorUifeA 
^efliaii. ^'Kor could the poflibility pf man*'^ 
atquififioh * 0^' finfefs-trtcrr^ rfcaitfedfe ' Hi 
' "^ • ■ proved 
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groyed b£;. the .^nof al exaipple of Juch a 
iag, who cpuld . nqt propoie bimfolf as ^^ 
pjiXtcrn of peife^ ;moralitj2: (p meq, wha 

arcnpthis.cqu^fi? nor Jiaclee4 -to any other 
prdcr t)f beings^ .as ^e Is fupi^fed to be. 
without his fellowa all abiblpte upique io^ 
^be upiverfc, ^ 

c ... » 

Again, Jcfps, could not be your .Meffiah, 
nor, with propriety, propofc himfclf as an 
4;xample of iiniefs moral Fe£iitude to men, if^. 
as the Arians holds he were an incarnate GoJ, 
not a God in a fcnfe iimilar to that^ where-* 
in. God fays to Mofes, * I will make thee a 
jGrod unto Fharpah,' that is God's reprefen- 
tative in the prjefence of that king, but a 
real divine being, and inferior to none but 
^hc Supreme Being, reprefenting him as the 
firft and grcateft of all created, and finite in- 
telligent exiftencics, cxifting with God be- 
fore all worlds, God's agent in the creation 
of th? univerfe, a Jehovah fubordinate to 
%\\t fupreme Jehovah, as fuch the fuppofed 
leader of yPur fathers through the Red-Sea, 
and theWildernefs, and the angel of theMo- 
fajc covenant, &c. 
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It cannot be a matter of furprize^ thatt 
being, defcribed by them as a fuper^angelic 
jfpirit, fupcirior to the bigheft order of an* 
gels, and excelling them all in wifdomahd 
underflanding^ himfelf excelled by tlie one 
felf-^xiftent God jilone, (hould be qua* 
iified to fpbmit to an excruciating deaths 
* rather than commit fin, negled his duty, 
OF defert the caufe of God^s love and good* 
ncfs for the falvation of man. We may ra- 
ther venture to declare, that this extraordi* 
nzry pre- ex'iAcnt incatftate Deity f this iiemi 
Gocf, or GoJ man^ would have been inex- 
cufably reprehenfible, if he had been found 
unfaithful in the difcharge oj^ the merciful 
divine cbmmiffion, with whiph he was in* 
truftcd. But, admitting, for argument fakci 
that your Meiliah was fuch a God-man, in 
that cafe, the abfurdity of hi? propofing 
himfelf as an example to b? imitated by his 
difciples>r who were mere men, is fo gU^ 
rjng, that it may well be termed truly ex^ 
tmplary : And yet he eyprefsly informs 

them-, that ' he leayes them an enfample,^ 
and injoins them to ' follow his ftcps*' 

Jt is true indeed, that, we are enjoined 
pth^ * perfedl, even as our heavenly father 

is 
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is perfc<a,' that is, not abfolutely fo, for 

he alone is ali-pcrfcd:, but relatively, or to 
the extent of human perfection. But that 
we may not mifunderftand our Lord, 
as though he meaned, that we fhould 
follow his example in the like general and 
limited fenfe, the cvangelift John particuv 
larly diredts us to copy Chrift in that higheft 
inftance of his obedience,, his death, viz. 
*He/ Chrift, • laid down his life for us; 
and we ought alfo to lay down our lives for 
the brethren/ John iii. i6. if by fo doing, 
wc can promote their welfare, or the good-* 
nefsofthe Chriftian caufe. Accordingly, 
n>any v^ifneiTes, to the truth of the Gofpel 
have, like the proto- martyr, Jefus, fealcd 
..their ^cftimony with their bipod, have 
cheerfully fubmitted to death, the moft k^ 
verc trial of their conftancy, rather than 
deny the truth of this merciful difpcnfation 
pf God to man. But, in this moft iignal 
inftance of their love of God, they being 
' mere mtn, and therefore, according to the 
Arian hyppthpfis, intelligent beings of an 
prder lower than Chrift, have furpaflcd the 
higher being, the God-man, Jefus Chrift, 
in moral worth and excellence ; and inftead 
ftf their /ooitng up to Hm as their great ex- 

cmplar. 
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emplar, he ihould look down on them with 
reverence and aflonifbment^ and with a 
blufli acknowledge, that they, bis infertwst 
in mental abilities, are not only his equals^ 
in the practice of the mofl; eflential point of 
obedience to the wiU of God, but his^S^^e* 
riori in this refped, and in a ratio, propor-* 
tioned to the elevated rank the Brians fup-» 
]X)fe hini to hold, among created intelligent 
beings, ^ibove that of tnen^ and, confe-* 
ijuently, in a ratio immeafurahly great, 
in as much as h&j is fuppofed by tbfe 
Arians to be 4 being ines^preffibly tradicetid-r 
ing every clafs of rational creatures in unF^ 
derftanding and knowledge, and fubordi« 
mate to none, in any one nat;ural perfedion^ 
\m own Creator, the oi^e r^pren:ie Qodj^ ex* 
leeptcd. 

I (hould think this jdft reprefentation of 
the unavoidable confequences of the pre- 
cxii^ent hypothe£i$ of the Brians can have 
jio other cffcd than to exppfe the great ab- 
furdity of it, even in their own eftimation,^ 
and to convince them that Jefus Chrift was. 
St nbtt-prc-exiftent being, and a very man \ 
who haying exhibited, throughout the 
whole tenor of his l^e, fufferings, and death. 
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^e Qniibrm ConduA of a mian without 
fin, ^ and witfaoftt guUeu with great propria 
ety, and a manifcil: confiftency, injoins his 
difciples and brcthreh, or fellpw-meii, to 
imitate the illuftrious example he has fet 

« 

them, in the complete practice of every fpc- 
cies of moral reftitude. 

« 

On. the other hand, the pr*-cxiftent fuh-* 
ordinate Jehovah, or little God, and poft^ 

exigent God- man of the Aridnjs, cQuld ojit 
be an example, either to itxen, angels» oir 
any other clafs of rational creatures through^ 
out the univecfe; as alfo, admitting Jefusj 
on the general Socinian fcheme, to be fa- 
pern^turs^}Iy, horn of a virgin, he could onljr 
be an example to a fpecies of creatures tfat^ 
miraculoufly created like himfclf. But, as 
well in theie two fuppofed c^fes, as on th< 
Athainaiian plan, being confeffedly without 
a compeer, or having none like to, or co-» 
ordinate with himfelf, he could not becomtt 
an example to any one being whatever, in 
the ftria literal and abfolutefenfe, in which 
Jefus Chrift propofcs himfelf to mejti for i 
their imitation,charging them to follow him^ 
tiotat a diftahce, longo intervallo^ as lulus 

4id^xieas, but paiiibvis squis, exadlly and. 

completely 
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completely in every particular; the flgnal 
inftance of his obedieace unto death not 
only not exceptedi but exprcfsly injoined. ^ 

On the footing then, as well of reafon^ 
as of Scripture, which never contradid, but 
ever fupport each other, the non-prc-exif- 
tence and the natural conjugal birth of the 
jnan Chrift Jcfus are uricontrovertibly 
eftablifhed. There is one particular cir^ 
ctimflance^ which now occurs to mei, in, 
the fuppofdd rtiracuioiis conception of 
Mary, which I think miift fully cxpofe 
its philofophical forgd^y. All the Works 
wrought by the mighty power of God,givcii 
to Mofcs and Chrift, in confirmation of the 
truth of their refpedivc divine mil^onVi' 
which are ufually ftiled miracles, or won-' 
dcrs,becaufe they -are produced in an extra- 
ordinary manner, and inftantaneoufly with-* 
out the ufual procefs of the intermediate 
fteps ob/ervable in the common eftabliflied 
courfe of things, were exhibited in open 
day-light, in the face of the world, that 
is, in the prefcnce of a multitude of eye-. 
witneffcs to thcfc marvellous tranfaftions.'^ 
But this pretended miracle of the fupepna-' 

tural conception was, like the miracles of 

Gregory * 
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tJrcgory Thaunq^ttirgus, an hugger-muggw* 
niiraqle^ faid . to . be performed on the body 
of a virgin betj-othed to a man, in dircfl: 
viplation^ pf.jthe. law of Mpfes, and in a 
corner, in the dark 5 and therefore, being 
known only to. the unknown Platoniftic 
miracle-monger himfelf, is totally unworn 
thy of credit. If it be urged, that this mi-* 
racle w^s, in:its very nature, incapable of 
jpcCularrdemanftration, I appeal to the un^- 
l>iai&d judgment of every UQiyftematic 
:CI)n(tian to determine, whether that cir- 
cumltance alone be no^ an irrefragable tefti- 
mony of its -falihodd* 

That.Chrilt cbuld ilot be born of a wo- 
ftian alone is farther evident, from th.e 
known circuiliftance recorded of !^Iary,< 
that her ft ate of pregnancy was of the fame 
duration^ with that of othef'Wbftien, or, as 
the Women cxprefs themfelves, * /he went 
her full time with hitt/ T*his is implied 
in the exprcfliOn, *when the days were ac- 
compli(hed that (he fhoiild be delivered, fhe 
brought forth her firft-bDrn fon,' &c. 
This certainly convids the advocates for a 
fupernatural conception, of the maintenance 
of an impofture. In' order to clinch one 

forgery 



iTofgcry witk ahotHeri thfcy ought to have 
amplified the miriclei by cttradHug hilii 
- from his mbther'i wdihb, hot merely With- 
out obfletrical aid^ but ^Ithoiit the com^ 
mon previous fbrniality, And tedious 
liength, of a nono-menfiarbi-ttinc-rtionth'S 
travail i 
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MorebVer, Mary's compliance with the 
"Mbfaic ceremony of puirification^ upon the 
'fuppfitioh that fhe brought forth Jefusi 
without a previous carnal knowledge of 'A 
inan> wopld have been neSdlef^ and im^ 
pertinent ; for how could Hie have oontrac-^ 
ted the legal impurities, dire<5ted to be 
waflicd away by ah pbfervahce of that flefli- 
ly ordinance^ if her delivery of the chilcJi 
Jefus, had not been preceded by catnal eo* 
pul.ation with h?r hufband Jofcph? Aijdyct 
her purificatipa is recorded as a matter of 
fad:, in Lulce* ii. 22. confequently, the 
man, Jofeph^^waS as rgiuth concerned in 
begetting J?fus, as, the, wbman, Mary, was 
in bringing fo;:th this her iirft-born foOi 
the child of her virginity, in this one known 
.:and true. acceptation of the words. 
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It IS in vain to expedt, that men of com-* 
tnon fenfe among Jews, Mohammedans^ 
Delfts, and Heathens, fhould embrace 
Chriilianity, till they be convinced^ that 
genuine Scripture will, as it aftually does, 
fupport me in aflcrting that the Jefus of the 
Chriftians was a very man, that is, man- 
begotten, and woman-born, as other men 
are* The witty. Dean Swift humoroufly 
reooarks, that ^ a nice man is a man of nafty 

ideas/' With equal juflice it may be ob- 
ferved, that the faid rare wonderful meta-^ 
phyficians, who . invcfpted the merely ma-* 
tcrnal origin of Jefus, thofe fpiritual men, 
were men of f<zr«tf/ ideas. 






1 have indeed heard it plaufiMy advaiieed^ 
ift private converfation, that the miraculous 
or, as it is ufually fliled, the immaculate 
conception, an epithet, ' which indireftly 
fligmatizes the coiiiniofi' cdnrtubial concep- 
tion, as maculate J ot dejfiled, feeiUs td be 
neceflary, in order to" give fblemnity and 
dignity to the perfon, office, ^nd charadler 
of the Mediator of the New Covenant, and 
thereby mpre powerfully attrad: the attentiod 
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of mankind to the important do6irinesbe 
preached. 

To this I anfwer, that his perfou, office, 
and charaftcr, become more exalted in the 
eyes of men from the coi>fideration, that he 
as a mere man lived and died without fin, 
than if he be n&garded as the undcfinabl^ 
miraculous progeny of a virgin alone, a fpe- 
cies of intelligent creature, which being al- 
together new, whatever name men may 
invent for it, cannot however be denoauna- 
ted a man. But the Athana£ans,.or istther 
the modern Pfeudo-Athanafians, preCend, 
that Jefus was the incarnate ftlf-exifimt j^^- 
hovah^ and the Arians, in conformity to 
their pre-exiftcnt fchcme, aflcrt your Mef- 
fiah to be a God-man^ confequentJy, the 
firft deprive him of the whole of the merit 
of his moral condud, and the laft annihilate 
half of that merit, which he would be in- 
titled to, if.confidered in the light of a 
mere man; for it is felf-evidept, that, by 
beilowing on him a complete apotheoiis, as 
fupreme God in the one cafe, and in the 
other, by humanizing^ or abafing, one half, 
of the eiience of his compound nature to a 
man, and by deifying., ot exalting, the other 

half 
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half, to a God, thofe deftroy the whole, 
and thefe fink half, of the excellence of hia 
ikilefs charader as a man. 

If good men among modem Athanafians 
and Arians could be prevailed on to confidef 
well the unavoidable confequences of their 
rcfpedive fanciful hypothefes, they would 
loon deliver themfelves from the fhackles 
of fyftem, and reverently acknowledge with 
me the admirable ejcample of complete mo- 
ral reditude, confpicuous in the life, fuffer- 
ings, and death of that perfedl man, the man 
Chrift Jefus, which it is their and my duty 
and intereft .|o imitate, agreeably to the 
exprefs injundion of him, our lord and 
mafter, to the extent of our abilities, in 
every particular, and on every occafion, 
throughout life. But, though Jefus, your 
Meffiah, was a very man, begotten by an 
hufband on the body of his wife, yet the 
faculties of his mind were inlarged by that 
immeaiiirable degree of infpiratibn, which 
God beftowed on hini for the beneficial pur- 
pofe of preaching his merciful Gofpel dif- 
penfation to mankind, accompanied with a^ 
power to work miracles in confirmation of 
the truth of hi$ divine mifiion^ But, as 

you, hav^ b^fiji long blind to yoCr own di- 
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Tine prophecies concerning the paft firft ad-* 
vent of your Meffiah, and your underftand- 
ings inveloped in a thick mift, raifcd by 
the prejudices of education, to difpel the 
intellectual darknefs occafioncd thereby 
xnuft neccflarily be a work of tioie^ In 
{hort, your clear perception of the truth of 
Chriftianity, and of the meaning of the pro- 
phecies^ its infallible vouchers, muft be 
gradually, and cannot be inftantaneoufly, 
cfFefted, When the day-fpring l^from on 
high firft vifits men long accuftomed to 
night, either in a corporeal, or in a fpiritual 
fenfe, the glorious burft of light rather daz- 
zles than illuminates ; and they muft, in 
fome degree, be familiarized to the enjoy- 
ment of the bleffing of eye-fight, before 
they can, eagle-like, fteadily fix their eyes 
on the fun, in its meridian fplendor. How- 
ever, I am not without hopes, that this af- 
fedlionate a<idrefs to you may, in a con- 
junftion with a favorable trai'ti of other 
fecond caufes, proceeding from the God of 
your fathers, the one fif ft eaufe, and great 
arbiter of human events, infenfibly induce, 
you to examine^ the. Chriftian Scriptures,, 
and compare them wii?h-fhe Jewifli pro- 

phecie$> and^ confequently, to difcover^ 

; ■,:!'• vi'ivi. 'coi>tenM>lat6i . 
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contemplate, acknowledge, and admire, 
thegoodnefs and wifdom of Godineftablifli- 
ing the happinefs of man, by the iuftru- 
mentalrty of a crucified Savior. 



8 
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.All fuch portions of the prefent eftablifh- 
cd canon of the Chriftian Scriptures, refpec- J 

ting Jefus as your Mefliah, which exprefsly 
militate againfl the dcfcription of him as 
foretold, in your divine prophetic writings, 
you ate bound to rejeft as fpurious; l^ut you 
will find th« general tenor of the former 
reprefenting, in perfedl harmony with the 
latter, Chrift Jefiis as 'a man, the foft of man, 
tjie fon of David, of the feed of David, the 
Fruit of his body, a^qd thefon of Jpfeph,* and 
Ipeaking of David ^s ^knowing this before', 
viz. by the gift gf prophecy, . ' that of his 
loTns God would raife lip Chrift to fit on his 
throne/" Thefe are expreflions, containing 
a defcriptioii of the birth of the Mefliah, 
which flatly contradifts the account of his 
merely maternal nativity. Hence, as Jefus 
the Mefliah was ia man, of the feed of Da- 
vid, fo alfo was he a man of the feed of 
Aferahatn, becaufe his royal progenitor, Da- 
vid, was lineally defcendcd from that Pa- 
triarch, by Ifaac^ ia whofe pofterity God''s 

G^ gracious 
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gracious promife to Abraham^ as yet hn^ 
partially fulfilled, ' In thy feed ftiall all th« 
nations of the earth be blefl/was continued, 

* In Ifaac fhall thy feed be called/ A pro- 
mife this, which waitsjyour general conver- 
lion to a faith in Jefus as your Mefliah, be- 
forejit can receive its intire final accompllfh- 
xncnt. At that blefled period, which I 
ihould be truely happy to behold, * if/ as 
Paul fays, in the nth chap, of his Epiftle 
to the Romans, ' the fall of them,' the Jews, 

* be the riches of the world, and the di- 
minifliing,' or decay or lofs, * pf them the 
riches of the Gentiles; how much more 
their fulncfs ? ' The fame Apoftle com- 
pares the advantageous change of ftate which 
God in his 'infinite wifdom and goodnefs, 
ordains the world ftiall then undergo, to 

* life from the dead ;To fignal and univerfal 
will be the bleflings, which God will be 
pleafed to beftow on all nations through 
the Jews, the feed of Abraham in general, 
and through their prince, the Meffiah, the 
feed of Abraham in particular. His words 

are, * If the cafting away of them,' the Jews, 

* be the reconciling of the world, what 
{hall the receiving of them be, but life from 
the dead ?' He thpn procceda, under the 

beautiful 
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beautiful allufions of a good and a wild- 
olive-tree, to csfution his gerrtilc cqpvertt 
not to boaft againft his reje<fted Jewifli 
brethren, at the fame time afligning the 
caufe of the rejeftion, unbelief in Jefus 
as their Mcffiah, and afliirir>g them of their 
acceptance with God, 'if they abide n6t 
ftill in unbelief/ which he infinuates will 
continue till the Chriftian church of the 
Gentiles be fully completed,^ * blindnefs 
in part/ fays he, • is happened to Ifrael, un- 
til the fulnefs of the Gentiles become in.* 
The whole of what he delivers on this fub- 
jeft, to the conclufion of tfee chapter is fd 
much in point,, and fo much concerns you, 
my Jewifti friends, to know, that I could 
wifli your learned Rabbis woutd give it on^i 
ferrous peiufaL 

Now the man may rcafonably hope to 
prove an happy inilrumeat, in the hands of 
God, to efFeft your convcrfion, who, like 
myfelf> labors the point, by vindicating the 
ftridl literal manhood of Jefus, by i^roving 
that genuine Chriftian Scripture iotirely ac- 
cords with the Jewifh prophecies, in repre- 
fenting him as a very t^n, of the feed of 
David, man-begotten, and woman-born ; 
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and bv candidly confeilingj that It is mere 
labor-in-vain, to endeavor to cftablifli aa 
harmony between thofe difcordant paflagc$ 
in the Gofpels, wrhich in Matthew i, x8,-&c, 
and Luke i. 34, 35- reprefent Chrift Jefus, 
or the anointed Savior, the inftrumental 
Savior of mankind, fo appointed by God, 
as the fon of Mary alone, 'found with child 
of the Holy Ghoft ;' and which in Mat- 
thew xiiiw:55..Luke iv; zz. and John i. 45^ 
and vi. 42. flatly contradict this account 
of his birth, by defcribirig him * as the fon 
of Jofeph, or of the carpenter, and himfelf 
.< a carpenter,'till he was called on by God 
JIO enter on his facred miniftry. But the 
numerous clafs of theologians, abfurdly 
enough ftiled divines, however good their 
intentions may be, muft necelTarily retard, 
inftead of promoting, your conviftion of the 
Meffiahfliip of Jefus, fo long as they perfift 
in their fruitlefs attempts to reconcile, by 
futile arguments, the vain philofophy of the 
Chriftian Platonifts, Juftin . Martyr, Ter- 
tuUian, and the reft of the fophifticargen-* 
try, thofe fathers of the monftrous meta- 
phyfical offsprings, the feveral Trinitarian; 
abfurdities, with the fimplc truth of the 
Gofpel, and refufe to adopt that fole critc- 
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tcrion of truth and falfliood, which Paul 
recommends, viz. ' Search the Scriptures,* 
the prophecies of the Old Teftament, 

* whether thefe things are fo.' This would 
be an employment of their precious time, 

and literary pains, both fatisfaftory to them- 
felves and beneficial to the Chriftian caufe. 
They Would then learn to diftinguifli be- 
tween the manifcft contrariety of the mira- 
culous conception of Mary, and the folc fc- 

mininje origin of Jefus, related in unau- 
thentic paflages of the New Teftament, 
to the tenor of the prophecies, and the 
perfeta agreement with them of genuine 

1 

Chriftian Scripture, which reprefents Chrift 

* as a man of the feed of David, ,the fon of 
man, and of Jofeph,. the hufl)and. of Mary ;* 
neither depriving him of his conjugal ho- 
nors, nor defcribing him as an old dotard, 
who had married a young woman ; for 
fuch he is depidlured in thofe pieces, ftiled 
the boly family^ and the flight into Egypt ^ 
which are the works of_the moft celebrated 
artifts, of the Italian, Flemifh, Dutch, and 
Englifti fchools of painting, without any 
warrant from Scripture. Biit furely it is 

jjjprely time and labor loft to obtrude on the 
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public nominal harmonics of the four Gof- 
pels, which Gofpcls, however they may 
tally in many inftances, in this, and perhaps 
in-others» really clalh, and are inconfiftent, 
not merely with each other, but with them- 
felves ; exempli gratia; What can be more 
incongruous than Matthew i- 18. with 
Matthew xiii. ^^. or than Luke i. 34, 35, 
with Luke iv. 22 ? 

I give theologifts credit for the goodneft 
of their intentions, and verily believe they 
mean, by fuch compofitions, to eiFeaually 
refute the Deifts, But they have miftaken 
the means ; for, by aflcrting a confiftency 
.between texts, as oppofite to each other as 
light and darknefs, they have, in particular, 
confirmed them in their unbelief, and done 
great' di«Icrvice to thecaufe of Chriftianity 
in general. On the other hand, if, moving 
in their proper fphere, they had * proved 
all things,' recorded of the perfon and birth 
ofChrift, in the prefent eftablifhed canon 
of the NewTeftamotit, by ' the prophecies 
which went before concerning him,' com- 
pared them together, boldly pointed out the 
diiFerence between them in feme inftances, 
and their agreement in others, and atlaft had 

'holden 
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* holden faft that which is good/ or cmbra^ 
ced, as true, thofe particulars only, concern- 
ingChrift, in which Gofpels and Epiftlcs co- 
incide with the written predidions relating 
to him, believing ' and faying none other 
things than thofe, which Mofes and the 
prophets did f^y fhould come,' they would 
have merited the thanks of all rational be- 
lievers, apd put infidelity to a non-plus. 
Infidelity, in that cafe, deprived of fupport; 
from her unfkilful antagonifts, muft have 
recurred to her old ftale trick of falfely 
fuppofing, with her great champion Por- 
phyry, th^t the prophecies themfelvcs were 
^ forgery, and written after the events, to 
which they refer, bad taken place. 

VWhsit concord has Chrift with Belial ?* 
afks the ^poftle in a moral fenfe. Even fo, 
in a dodlrinal ^gnificgtion, what agreement 
hath Ifaiah with Athanafius, Arius, and So- 
cinus ? The fuperftition of the idolator is 
not more at variance with the religion of 
the Chriftian, than is the doftrine of 
Chriftian Platonifts, of various denomina- 
tions,- with the pf editions of the prophet. 
The Athanafiahs^ or Pfeudo- Athanafians, 

reprefent 
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rcprefent, O horrible ! your Meffiah as the 
incarnate God; the Arians, or Apollinarians, 
as a pre-exijient little God, and a fojl^exif- 
tent God-man^ and the Sociriians as a virgin- 
born many rejeding the nonfenfical hypo- 
thefcs of the two former fefts, but yet 
agreeing with them in the monftrous fi'g*- 
ment of the miraculous conception of his 
virgin mother^ Mary, and his confequent 

birth from her womb alone, to the utter 
exclufion of an human father. But Ifaiah, 
your lawgiver, Mofes, and the prophet Je- 
remiah, dcfcribe your Meffiah * a man,' 
^and fpeak of him as 'a rod out of the fterh 
<if J^ffe, a branch out of his] roots, and a 
root of JefTe.' Your lawgiver, Mafes, thas 

records thepromifed bleffing to be fulfilled 

in the Meffiah, * In thy,' Abrahani*s, *feed 

'fhall all the nations of the earth be bleft/ 

•« " , . 

arid prophetically declares, 'the Lord, your 
God, will raiie up. unto thee,' the people 
of Ifrael, 'a. prophet^ of thy brethren, Wk^ 

..unto me/ Jeremiah predidls,. ' I,' the 

fc • • ■ 

Lord, * will, raife unto David, :a righte'ai^s 

Branch/ See Ifaiah liii. .3. xi^ 1, 10. 
Gen, .xxii. 18. .Peut. xxiii. 15. Jerem. 

xxiii. C. 

Hence 
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Hence alfo the Meffiah is emphaticalfy 
AiUd t&e branch I 'I,' the Lord of hofts, 

* will bring forth my fervant, the branch ; 
behold, the man,whofe name is the branch/ 
Zech* iii. 8. and vi. 12. Laflly, beiflg 
the branch from David, the prophets Jere- 
miah, Hofea> and Ezekicl, call him, ac- 
cording to their Oriental licenfe of expref- 
iion, by the very name of his royal proge- 
nitor, ftiling him David, in the following 
predi6lion of events yet unfulfilled ; *They/ 
the people Ifrael and Judah, ' (hall fervc 
David, their king, whom I,' the Lord 
their God, * will raife up unto them,' Jer* 
XXX. 9. * Afterward ihall the children of 
Ifrael feek David their king,' Hofea iii. 5, 

* I will fet up one flbepherd over them,* the 
flock, Ifrael, *and he ftiall feed them, even 
my fervant David, and I the Lord will be 
their God, and my fervant David a prince 
among them ; and David my fervant (hall 
be king over them : and my fervant David 
fhall be their prince for ever,' Ezek. xxxiv. 
23, 24. and xxxvii. 24, 25. 

With this prophetic defcription of the 
Meffiah in the Old Teftamcnt, delivered 

lopg 
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long before his coming, the account given 
of his pcrfoa and defcent in the genuine 
Scriptures of the New cxatflly accords* 
He is there, in palTages too numerous to be 
enumerated, repfefented as * a man, the fori 
of man, and the fon of David/ However, 
you mayexamine Matthew viii. 20. xii. 23. 
xxvi. 72. Mark viii. 38. xii. 35. xv. 39.^ 
Luke xviii. 38, 39. xxii« 4!. xxiii. 41. 
John xiii. 31. xv. 24. Afts ii. 22. vii. ^6. 
xiii. 38. xvii. 31. Rom. v. 15. i Cor. xv. 
21, 47. 1 Tim. ii. 5. Heb. iii. 3. x. 12. 
Moreover he is defcribed to be of ' the feed 
of Abraham,' Gal. iii. 16. Heb. ii. 16. and 
laftly it is exprefsly faid, • the Lord God 
fhall give unto him,* Jefus, * the throne 
of his father David ; Chrift cometh of the 
feed of David; God hath fworn with an 
oath to him,' David, ' that of the fruit of 
his loins, according to the flefli, he would 
raife up Chrift to fit on his throne; of this 
man's,' David's, *fced hath God, accord- 
ing to his promifc, railed unto Ifrael, a fa- 
vior, Jefus; Jefus Chrift of the feed of 
David« Sec Luke i. 32. John vii. 42. Ads 
ii. 30. xiii. 23, Rom. i. 3/2 Tim. ii. 8, 

That 
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That Chrift Jefus ^yas the common joint 
offspring of a man and a woman is evident, 
becaufe, in the preceding large affemblagc 
of texts, extrafted from the New, which 
corfefpond with the prophetic Scriptures 
of the Old, Teftament, he is defcribed to 
be * the fon of David, and of the feed of 
David/ It may perhaps be urged, that Je- 
fus, though the fon of Mary alone, exclu-i^ 
fively of an human father, defcended from 
David, might with propriety be ftiled the 
fon of David, as being thus born of an hu*- 
man mother, who was lineally defcended 
from that king of IfraeL Still this ingenious 
argument i« dcftitute of the authority of the . 
divine prophecies to give its full force; 
which no where warrant us to interpret the 
Mefliah to be the fon of David, rn this very 
partial fcnfe of the cxpreffion: Ai>d aniav 
fupcrable difficulty occurs, to preclude the 
poffibility of fo undcrftanding this charac- 
teriftical appellative of the Mcffiah, in the 
inftance of his being exprefsly faid to be of 
tie fied of David* Now, how an human 
being can be atSirmed to be of the feed of 
David^ and ytl the feed of a man defcended 
from David be reprefented as unconcerned 

in 
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in the generation of that being, is an asnig* 
ma equally incapable of folution, with that 
incomprchenfible arch-myftery of human 
invention, the Athanafian trinity in unity. 
Hence- it is plain, the cxpreflions, * the fon 
of David, and of the feed of David,' arc 
terms fynonimous, implying, that Chrift 
was lineally defcended from that king by 
an human father, and, confcquently, as his 
mother Mary was of the lineage of David, 
as well as his father, Jofepb, by both 
parents. To fuppofe Chrift to be of the 
feed of David, if the feed of a qian of 
the lineage of David were not inftrument- 
ally employed in the procreation of him, 
is to be guilty of an unpardonable catachre- 
fis, or abufe of words 5 which tends to 
confound all language, and, to render arti- 
culate fpeech, which was dcfigned as the 
vehicle of thought, the indeterminate phra- 
feology of unfeathered magpies, and confc- 
quently, men lefs intelligible one to another 
than brutes arc to fellow-brutes. But, 
when men once . dcfert the plain meaning 
of the unambiguous expreffions of genuine 
Chriftian Scripture, ,and attempt to force 

them into a congruity with thj^ir own fanci- 
ful 
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ful theological hypothefes^ common fenfe 
is exchanged for refined nonfenfe, revelation 
becomes a matter unrevealed, and the intel- 
ligible language of the latter, and the plaia 

didlates of the former, muft yield to the 
fublime incomprehenfibility of myflerious 
abfurdity. 

But happily there are certain men who 
do not maintain, that reafbn and faith are 
at variance; all are not bigots to human 
fyftcms of divinity, are not immovably at- 
tached to obfcurity, myftery, and abfurdity, 
and are not difpofed tp excommunicate 
and anathematize thofe, who take pains to 
enlighten their own minds and thofe of their 
fellow creatures, by a judicious develope- 
ment of facred truths, the happy confe- 
quence of free, difpaflionate and accurate fel£ 
inquiry. The feleft number of men of this 
ftamp, whether they be many or few, will 
not, I apprehend, be difpleafed with my fub- 
mitting this qucere to their ferious confi-^' 
deration, viz. Whether ^ as, from the day of 
the creation (fthefirji man and woman, to the 
prefent hour, God has uninterruptedly ejia- 
iltjhed a method of propagation of the human 

H Jpecies^ 
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fpeciesy wberein child-bearing woman cannot 

conceive 9 afid bring forth, without the previoiis 
carnal knowledge of generating man, if the 
God of nature had thought proper to break in 
Upon this his ordinary fyji em of human procre^ 
^ation, difpenfe with it in favor ofjefus Chrifl, 
and in refpe£i to him alone, exchange it for a 
birth purely and folely feminine \ whether, I 
fay,, the predict ion of Chriji as a male -off- 
faring merely maternal, would not, in that 
cafe, have been delivered in terms as plain 
and intelligible, as are the prophetic defcrip-- 
tions of oiher minute particulars concerning 
him,fuch as his birth at Bethlehem, his riding 
on an afs intoferufalem, his being brought as a 
lamb to the faughter ^numbered with the tranf 
grejjors, his foul making an offering for fin, 

« 

bis making his grave with the rich, and yet 
his prolonging bis days, &c. See Micah, 
Zechariah, and Ifaiah, events, which were all 
' literally fulfilled ? 

But, as this fuppofed extraordinary 
account of the nativity of Chrift is 
not, in my opinion, prophetically re- 
vealed, and, I £ind^ in what are called the 
canonical Books of the New Teftameht, 

two 
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two narratives of his birth, which arc, in 
my judgment, manifeftly contradidory, I 
prefer that, as being agreeable to the tenor 
of prophecy, which reprefents him as the 
fon of Jofeph^ to that which defcribes hinfi 
as the fon of Mary alone. 

Thcfe two accounts, I repeatedly declare, 
arc, in my judgment, manifeftly contra*- 
diftory, becaufe I entirely difapprove of, 
and condemn, the pra<Slice of ingenioufly 
refining away the plain obvious meaning 
of a direifl affirmation, viz. * I have found 
him of whom Mofes and the prophets 
did Write, Jefus of Nazareth, the^ fon of 
fofeph^ into as abfolute a negation, viz. 
that Jefus was not the fon of Jofeph, but 
merely fo fuppofed to be by the unbelieving 
Jews. But, alas! the word ofGodrtiuft 
be handled deceitfully, in order to make 
this aflertion harmonize with the difcordant 
• account of the fupernatural birth. 

O wretched fophiftry ! may I ever avoid 
thy artifices, bufied as thou art in darkening 
the truth with falftiood, and entangling 
it in thy cobweb - fnarcs ! I intend to 

H 2 . hold 
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bold faft * the furc word of prophecy/ con- 
fequently, rejedt the merely maternal origin 
of Chrifly as a fidlion, and being unautho- 
rized by prophecy, either to believe in a 
rational being of the mafculine gender, born 
of a woman, though unbegotten by a man^ 
or to denominate fuch a being a man, 
do not hefitate to pronounce^ that this 
monflrous undeHnable creaturiecan be found 
only in the brains of metaphyficians, en- 
gendered therein by the Gentile mythology 

of the Chriftian Platonifts ; men who knew 
not how to * refufe' their former ' profane 
and old wives fables/ alluded to by Paul 
in 1 Tim. iv. 7. and were addided to *vain 
bablings, the oppofitions of fcience falfely 
fo called, and the foolifh and unlearned 
queftions, which engender ftrifes;' and 
which the fame great apoftle exhorts his 

■ 

convert Timothy to * avoid/ By the bye, 
to thefe fchoolmen of Alexaiidria the Chrif- 
tian world feems to be indebted, for the in- 
trodudion of the obfervation of faints days^ 

engrafted on the celebration of the feriae 
of the Heathen deities^ and abfurdly. efta« 
bliflied by law, in the Chriftian countries 

of England atad Wales. 

And 
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And now, methinks, I fee a well mean- 
ing, half converted Ifraelite, whojs halting 
between two opinions, hefitating between 
Judaifm and Chriftianity, advancing towards 
me, and thus, with an air of frankhefs 
and fincerity, accofting me, ^Chriftian 

* friend ! it is very plain, you revere the 

* divine prophecies delivered to my forefa- 
^ thers, found the Mcffiahfliip of Jefus on 

* thofe prophecies, and, above all, forfake 

* not our common father, the God of my 

* fathers, Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob. It 

* is impoflible for me to believe that the 

* Jefus of Abraham Jacobs, that Jewifh 

* apoftate from the worlhip of the one true 
' Jehovah, can be the promifed Mefliah. 

* Though I (hould admit, for argument 
^ fake, that he has already appeared about 

* eighteen hundred years agone, as the fol- 

* lowers of Jefus maintain, that our unbe- 

* lieving anceftors crucified him, by the 

* hands of the Romans,, and that the pre- 

* diftions concerning a fufFering Mefliah,^ 

* and a future king of Ifrael, relate to one 

* and the fame perfon, and are, and will be 

* fulfilled in Jefus Chrift; yet it is eafy to 

* convift this wretched renegado of a moft 

H 3 * barefaced 
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* barefaced impofturc, becaufe he afcribcs a 

* charadtcr to his fiditious Mefliah, which 

* our Scriptures deny to our real Mefliah. 

* He blafphemoufly fets up the claim of 

* his Jefus to one third part of felf-exiftcnt 

* Deity, fubftituting a tbree^one imaginary 

* idol, in the ftead of the one fupreme God, 

* in cxprcfs contradidtion to the firfl great 

* truth delivered by Mofes ;' ** hear 
** O Ifrael ! the Lord our God is one Lord/* 

* or Jehovah alone. But this unhappy man 
^ has forfaken him, is revolted, and gone 
« from worfliipping the Lord our God with 

* all his heart, to the will worfliip of an 

* idol : for this fuppofed triune divine ex- 

* iflence, being a nothing in the world, 

* bears all the eflential charadleriftics of an 
f idol, equally with Baalim and Aftitoreth, 

* the heathen vanities of our idolatrous f ore- 

* fathers. Jacobs's new God therefore be- 

* ing plainly an idol, a trine portion of that 

* idol could not be our Mefliah 3 nor was it 

* a thing practicable by our forefathers, 

* to put to death a third part of the fu* 

* preme felf-exiflent God, he, the one Lord 

* our God, being impafl5blc, or incapable 

* of fufFcring both in whole and in part^ 

' yet 
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* yet this fliockingly impious doftrine is nc- 

* ccffarily inferred from his aforefaid Atha- 

* thanafion trinity in unity. He cannot 

* avoid this confequential tenet without ad- 

* ding inconfiftency to abfurdity, and retiring 

* behind the impregnable fortrefs of incom- 

* prehenfible myftery, riot aware that the 

* man of implicit faith, who' profefles to 

* believe what he cannot undcrftand. Is a 

* dupe to his own inconceivable folly* 

* From the Athanafian GoJ Mejfiab of 

* the impoftor Jacobs, I pafs to the Ariaii 

* demi'god MeJJiah, or * God- man MeJJiab. 

* Certainly theArians muft be acknowledged 
^ not to have deviated fo far from the plain 

* beaten track of common fenfe, , as the 

* Athanafians, yet flill they maintain an 

* hypothefis inconfiftent with it, and ut- 

* terly irreconcileable with the tenor of our 

* prophecies concerning the Meffiah, To 

* do them juftice, they deny the poffibility 

* of the paflion, or painful fufFering of the 

* Supreme Being, But they, in like man« 
' ner, too much addidtcd to that common 
^ predominant foible, on attachment to an 
^ ^enigmatic iyftem of Theology, have in- 

H 4 * troduced 
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* troduced a fubordinatc God, owing hit 

* cxiftence indeed to the fupreme God, but 

* at what time and in -what manner created 
' by him, either omit to inform us, choofing 

* to pafs by. difficulties in filcncc, whco 

* their abilities arc incompetent to the folu- 

* tion of them, or abfurdJy define him to 

* be the eternal fon of an eternal father. 

* This little God, (fo your Methodifts, 

* though in general of the Athanafian fuper- 
^ flition, and otherwifc irrational enough 

* in their own peculiar tenets, humoroufly 
f and rationally ftilc the inferior deity of the 

* Arians) this fubordinatc Jehovah, they af- 

* fert, did, at the expiration of the period 

* of about 4000 years, from the creation of 
f . this world, unite its pre-exijient Godhead 
? to a poji-exiftent manhood. This ludicroua 
« but not inadequate defcription of the 
^ Jcfus of the Arians, I fhould think would 
« be fufficient to bring their incarnate demi^ 

* god into derifion and difrepute. But, bo 

* that as it may, it is certain this fuppofed 
^ compound being fo mongrelled, anfwers not 
^ as you rightly obferve, to the Meffiah 

* foretold by the prophets ; and the whole 

* which can be faid in favor of the Arian hy» 

* pothefis 
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* pothefis is, that it is not fo full fraught 
^ with abfurdities as the Atnanafian. 

* Let us now dcfcend a jftep loWcr, in a 

* regular degradation, or to fpeak rhetoris 

* modo, anticlimax, from the exalted fu- 

* premc divinity of the Athanafian, through 

* the inferior demi-godhead of the Arian, 

* to the humble Meffiah of the Socinians, 

* who derive their diftinguifliing appellative 

* from Socinus, whofe name is juftly de- 

* livered down to pofterity, as the name of 
' a man illuftrious for denying the pre-ex- 
^ iftence of Jefus Chrifl:^ 

* His opinion, it muft be acknowledged, 
' approaches nearer to the truth, than either 

* the Athanafian or Arian ; both which may 

* rather be faid to be removed, the one at 
^ an immenfe, the other at a great diftance 
^ from prophetical verity. However, the 

* Mefliah of Socinus does not.intirely ac- 

* cord with the Meffiah of the prophets. 
^ He has a charadleriftic mark fet upon him, 

* fufiicient to diftinguidi him from the true 
^ Chrift, and to conftitute him a Pfeudo- 

* ehrift; I allude to that peculiar hypo- 

theiis» 



.( , io8 

* thefis, which is equally common to the 
' three fyftems of Athanafius, Arius, and 

I • Socinus, viz. the fupernatural birth of 

♦ * Jefus, derived from the miraculous, and 

* what is called the immaculate, conception 
i * of the virgin Mary, efFeded, mirabile didlul 

* without the previous carnal knowledge of 

* a man* It is eafy to conceive, that a pafTage 

* or two, in his Chriftian Scriptures, mifled 

* Socinus into the faid error, concerning 

* this reputed extraordinary birth of Jefus| 

* and I do fuppofc, if this wife man, who 

* flouriflied about the middle of the fix- 

* teenth century, when the light of know- 
• * ledge began but 'to dawn, and ignoranc 

* but to totter on her ebon throne, had ex-r 

* ifted in the prefent laudably inquifitive 

* age, he would not have grudged the pains 

* to carefully compare this merely mater- 

* nal nativity of Jefus, with the divine pre- 

* di(5tions delivered by our prophets refpect- 
' ing the lineal defcent of the true Meffiahl 

I * But, as Socinus gives credit to the hypo- 

[ • thefis, that Jefus was the offspring of a 

* virgin, carnally unconne<5ted with a man, 

* he is not intirely exempt from the accu- 

* fation of impofing on the world a Pfeudo- 

^Meffiah; 
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* Meffiah ; and, by reprefenting this his 

* Meffiah as a mere man, he expofes himfclf 

* to the lafh of ridicule. For how can a 

* rational creature, pretended to be thus 

* Iprung from a woman alone, a woman un-% 

* confcious of receiving in her womb the 
*^ generating feed of copulation with a man, 
' be denominated a man ? 

* It furely is highly abfurd, to fpeak of 

* Jefus as a man, when a man is fuppofed to 

* be totally unconcerned in begetting him. 

* A new name, therefore fhould Socinus 

* have invented for this new fpecies of in- 

* telligent beings, or rather, according to 

* naturalifts, this genus per fe\\ though I 

* fancy he would have been greatly puz- 

* zled to have excogitated an appellative 

* fufficiently fignificative of a rational crea- 

* ture of the mafculine gender, born of 

* another purely feminine, who had never 

* previoufly admitted the conjugal embraces 

* of a male of the fame human fpecies with 

* herfelf. Thus much for the demuparental 

* Meffiah of Socinus, who afcribes to him 
^ an human mother, denies him an human 
' father, and yet inconfiftently denominatei 

* him 
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' him a man, thereby giving mc infallible 
^ tokens, whereby to difcern, that his 

* MefEah alfo is, like the reft, a mere non- 

* entity, cxifting only in his imagina- 

* tion. 

* We have now explored the cloud- capt 
' fummit of the mount . of mctaphyfical 

* fancy, inhabited by that idol, the God 

* MeJJiab^ and levelled him and his temple 
^ with the ground. From the upper we 

* have paffed downwards to the middle and 

* lefs mifty region of the mount, occupied 

* by the demi God Mejfiah^ and overturned 

* likewife his image and altar. We have 

* purfued the declivity, till we came to the 

* lower region, which enjoys a ftill clearer 

* atmofphere ; but meeting here the ftatuc 
^ of ^ virgin-man MeJJiah^ mother-full and 
^fatherlefsy we have configned him alfo to 

* the fame fate with his fellows. 

* Having demoliflied, in our paflage down 

* the perilous declivity, every Pfeudo-Mef- 

* fiah, whofe defturdtion was your great ob- 

* jedl in view, and happily being fafely ar- 
« rived on terra firma, or ftedfaft level 

^ ground, 
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ground^ let us proceed^ Chriflian friend, 
to examine with candor and attention the 
prctenfions of your Meffiah* I own to 
you, that your defcription of the nature, 
perfon, cflcnce, and birth of the true Mef- 
fiah is perfedlly juft, and fatisfaftory to 
me, being in every refpeft corrcfpondcnt 
to the prophetic accounts concerning him. 
In a ftrid: adherence to them you have 
truly reprefented the Meffiah as a maq, 
both in mind and body, as a man, nqt 
in a vifionary fenfe, but in its fole, 
real iigniiication, the fbn as. well of a man, 
as of a woman, begotten and born in the 
honorable eflate of matrimony. Yoqr 
account of him, if it had ended here» 
would have been imperfed: ; but, as you 
defcribe the hufband and wife, hisparent§, 
to be of the houfe and lineage of David, 
it is adequate and complete. The only 
point in difpute remaining between yqu 

on the one hand, and me and my brethren 
on the other is this, viz. You contend, 
that the Meffiah is already come, and 
that Jefus, the fon of Jofeph and Mary, 
was the Chrift, or Meffiah : We ftill 
wait for this prophet and inftrumental 

• favior. 
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' favior of Ifrael, whom our redeemer, the 

* Lord our God, has promifed to raife up 

* unto us. However, I frankly declare 

« 

* to you in confidence, that I think we arc 

* miftaken ih refpeft to the time of his 

* coming ; that the aera fixed by the Chrif- 

* tians for his appearance, feems to mi- 

* nutely agree with Daniel's prophecy of the 

* weeks, and that the crucified Jefus Ben- 

* Jofeph and our Mefliah are one and the 

* fame perfon, fent by God, not to deliver 
' * us from our temporal adverfaries, the Ro- 

'mans, (as our anceftors vainly expedled, 

* who' ** erred, not knowirigthe Scriptures,'* 

* or prophecies) but to fet us free from thofe 
** more dangerous enemies to our peace and 

« happinefs, thofe fpiritual enemies, fin and 

* death. 

* The opinion prevalent among us, that 

* our prophecies refer to two different Mef- 
' fiahs, the one fufFering and afflided, and 

'* the otTier glorious and triumphant, I rq- 

' gard as a mere figment invented by our 

\^ hiftorian Jofephus, or by his Jewifh cq- 

* temporaries, and hitherto adopted from ge- 

' neration. 
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neration to generation by our rabbis. The 
occafion which gavie birth to it, may with 

probability be conjedlured.. It is naturaj 
to fuppofe, that, as the Jewifli Chriftians 
in their endeavors to convert their unbe- 
lieving brethren, would appeal to other 
prophecies as irrefragable teftimonies of 
the fufFerings and death of that man of for- 
rows, the Meffiah, fo al(b they would not 
fail to produce this prophecy of Daniel ia 
particular, not merely, as a proof, that,' 

* the Meffiah fhould be cut* off,*^* ^but in 
confirmation, that the timoof the appear- 
ance of Jefus, as fuch, exadlly coincides 
with the number of DanifeFs weeks of 
years, to. be computed '.".from the going 

*. forth of the commandment," ' or.edift ojF 
Cyrus, king of Perfia,' '* to reAore and tg 

* build Jerufalem.''* The unbelieving Jews 
therefore, afhamed to impute the guilt of 
crucifying the J^^efliah to their own 
countrymen, and the deftrudipn of their 
city and temple to the divine puniihment 
of that gqilt, and at the fame time unwil-. 
ling to gainfay the truth of the prophecy, 
had recourfe to the expedient of inventing 
two JMeffiahs as a folution of the diffi. 

* cultv. 
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* culty. Viz. a fufFering Jcfus Bcn-Jofcph 

* at the time predidted' by Daniel, and a 

* glorious prince whofe coming our brethren 

* ftill anxioufly expeft. However, from 

* the known circumftance, that they in ge- 

* ncral are fo much difpleafed with Daniel, » 

* for forcing them on this expedient of 

* evading the obvious meaning of this pro- 

* phecy, that, far from being a favorite 

* prophet with them, they fcarcely allow 

* Tiim to be worthy of the name of a pro- 

* ph?t at all, we may conclude, that the 

* ihuffling expedient itfelf feems to them, 

* on the whole, to be- mpre ingenious thaa 

* fatisfa<ft6ry. 

* From what I have now faid, Chriftlan 

* friend, I doubt not, that you are willing 

* to infer, that I am altogether fuch an one 

* as thyfclf, viz. a Chriftian ; and verily 

'* fcruple not to declare to thee, that nothing - 

* but the heterogeneous and confufed 

* mafs of erroneous opinions concerning 

* the nature, eflence, and birth of Jefus, 

* current among.his followers, have hinder- 
'* ed me from embracing him as the pro-^ 

* mifed Meffia;h. The other particulars re- 

* fpefting 
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fpeAing the time of his coming, his divine 
commiinon to preach forgivenefs of fins, 
on the terms of repentance and faith in 
him as the Meffiah^ and to ** bring 
life and immortjtlity to light/' 'the 
miracles,, which by the power of God, he 
was enabled to' workj in confirmation of 

that commiilion, . and laftljr his fuiflFerings» 
death, and refurre£tion,^af e in perfed uni« 
fon with our prophecies, and not difcord^* 
ant with that gift of an c^er lading domi-- 
nion, ^*^a kingdom which.' ihall not be 

* deftroycd," * predicted in Daniel vii, 14. 
and given him by God in ^reward for his 
obedience to the divine will in thefe fe- 
veral important points; This kingdom 
indeed is not yet eflabliijied in perfedfc 
fulnefs, the great events of the completion 
of the Gentiles and the converfion of my 
brethren, their fubfequent reftoration ta 
their own land, and the government of 
them there under their prince, the Mefliah^ 

t being yet unfulfilled. 

^ Now, as the Chriflian Scriptures accord, 

* for I have examined them with no fmall 

* degree of accuracy, with the Je wi(h pro • 

t * phccics 
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^ phecies in the preceding eiTential particu- 
' lars> I am indiiced to fufped:^ that the 
^ Athanafians^ Arians^ and Socinians have,' 
f more or lefs^ mifireprefented the nature^ 

* pcrfon, and birth, of the Jefus, who, 

* near 1800 years agone, came into the 

* world, and their fcveral mifrcprefentations' 

* of him arc a ftrong prefumptive argn- 
^ ment with me for the reality of the pail! 

* advent of the Mefiiah. For, if the event 
' had not been in itfelf a matter of fad:,* 

* it could never have entered into their" 

' thoughtB to mifreprcfent it. Even the 

* fiftions of Heathen poets and philofo-* 

* phers are founded on a grofs perverfion 

* of fa<as. The deluge of Deucalion, how- 

* ever intermixt by Ovid, with a fabulous 

* account of the re-produ(flibn of mankind, by 

* him and his wifePyrrha, manifeftly origi- 
' natesin a confufed tradition of Noah'§ flood. 

* Nor is it at all improbable, the ftrange 

* propenfity of mankind to delight in what 

* they call myfteries in religion confidered, 

* that the Chriftian converts from among 

* the Gentile philofophers (hould, from a 
^ falfe, but well-meant zeal to exalt, and 

* give additional dignity to, their Jcfus, 

' * reprefcnt 
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< rcpf efent this extraordinary finlefs man, 

* the fon of Jofeph and Mary, as a being 

* more than human ; and, a$ he was of im- 
♦mediate lowly parentage, though ofre- 

* motfc royal defcent, facrifice the plain 

* truth of hi$ ordinary nativity, originating 
' in generation from a man, and in parturi« 

* tion from a woman, to the lying wonder 

* of a praeternatural incarnation from the 

* womb^of a virgin unincarnated vviih a man* 

• When one lie is framed, a fccond, ac-^ 

* cording to the old proverb, muft be in- 

* vented to make the iirft credible. Hence 

ft 

» 

* they proceeded, in a regular train of mi- 

* raculous falfhoods, from the forgery of 
^ the preternatural Sochtian incarnation, to 
( that of xh^prce-exijlent Arian demi-God-^ 

* bead, of Jcfus, till at length they Ven- 

* tured to afcribe to him the abfolute Atha^ 

* nafian apotbeojis, the finifliing ftroke of 
*Hhefe wonder-working metaphyficians. 

* To the Eleufinian, and other myfteries 

* of their facred Pagan mythology they had 

* been, froni ^heir childhood habituated, 

* and, as habits con t rafted at that early pe- 

I 2 , ' riod 
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riod of life become^ in a manner^ cooge-i» 
mal with the hmnan nztwrcp it canaot b« 
a matter jof aftoniihmeat^ that they ihoald 
introduce incompreheniible myfiery into 
the fioltple and intelligible {ydcm of Chrif« 
tian theology. 

' ThxiSf in like mantler, among usj t^e 
^ Pharifecs of old, and the Miihnical 

* Dodors of more modern, times, have corr 

* rupted the Law of Mofes, the one with 

* their oral traditions, and the other with the 
^ fables of their Talmudj and put tbera £o 
^ near on a level with the Word of God^ 
^ that they have thereby made the law c£ 

* little or no effeft i though the latter have 
^ now little or no place, as you have dooe 

^ us the juftice to own, as far as you know^ 
^ in the public worihip of our fynagoguet. 

f I am confirmed in my fufpicions of ^hefe 
^ feveral metaphyfical mifreprefentations of 

* Jefiis, by your refutation of the erroneous 

* reafonings of their refpedive fupporters, 
^ reafonings deduced from detached paflagei 

* of the Chriftian Scriptures j which arc 
' either not well authenticated, or if gena« 

•inc. 
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^iat, appear, whea exatniaed1)]r their re^^ 
f fpedive contexts, to be mifiinderfiood, 

* and warped from, their obvious and ra* 
Itional figni£ication« 

* You have, moreover, produced variou4 
' paffages of the New Teftamcnt, which 

* reprefcnt Jefua as ** the fon of Davidi^ 
« and of the feed of David." « Thcfe ex- 
< a£tly corFefpond with the prophetic de-* 
^ fcriptions of the Meffiah as *^t6e man 9 
** whofe name is tJbe branch^* ^ that branch 

* out of the root of Jeffe, in which the Gen- 
^ tiles fhould truft, that righteous, branchy 
^ which the God of our fathers promifcd to 

* raifc up unto David that " Prince of 
*' of Peace," *in the language of Ifaiah, of 
^ whom this fublime prophet fpeaks, that 
*' of the increafe of his government and 
^* peace there (hall be no end, upon the 
^^ throne of David, and upon his kingdom, 
<^ to order it and to eftablifli it with judge* 
*^ m^nt, and with Juilice, from henceforth, 

^* even for ever/* 

»• 

^ Hence \ conclude, that Jefus is indeed 
^ the Chrift Ax Meffiah, and confequentl)r 

I 3 * propof* 
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< propofe to. acknowledge him as fuch^ i£i 

* on a more attentive fcarch of the Chriftian 

* Scriptures,than I have hitherto bellowed ont 
« them, I find, that they contain thofe paf- 

* fages refpeding his defcent from David, 

* which you have cited from them ; for iii 

* a point of fo great importance, Iwill take 
^ neither your word, nor that of any other 
^ man upon triift. 

\*In cafe the truth of your citations 
^ Ihould be the refult of my inquiry, as I 

* verily believe it will, I (hall cordially la- 

* ment with you the pernicious efFecfls of 
f the abfurd dodrine which thofe three re* 

* nowned feds pf Chriftian fophifts, the 

* Athanafian,^ Arian^i and Socinian, confpifc, 
^ to impcfe on the world, in the inftancc 

* of maintaining, that.Chrifl: may he faid to 

* be of the feed of David, becaufe his mo- 

* sthcr.waSjof the houfe and lineage of David j 

* ,not confidering, that in order to coijfti* 

' tute the Meffiah a man of the foed of 

' David, the feed of a man lineally defcended 

rfrom that kingmuft ncceflarily be inftru- 

V mental in begetting him, \lt i^ a plain' 

: ' * cafe. 
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* pftfc, that, in a ratio proportioned to the 
^ (duration of the faid abfurd dodlrihe, much 

i itK}re of that, which exceeds it in ah* 

* furdity, the demi^divinity of Jefus, and 
^ that, which in its infult on common 

* fenfe, furpafles both', the advancement of 
^ his claim to a third fttrt of the ejfence of 

* the Supreme Deity ^ the convcrfion of the 

* houfe of Ifrael to the belief of the paft ad- 

* vent of the Meffiah muft,. in the nature of 

* things, be retarded, at leaft fo long, as my 

* brethren grudge the pains to patiently 
*,and difpaifionately fearch the Chriftian 

* Scriptures, whether they do not dcfcribe 

* the Jefus there recorded as a man of the 

' feed of David, and as well in this, as in 

* every other refpeft, perfedly agreeing with*^ 
^ the perfon and character of the promifed 
' Meffiah, foretold in the Jey^rifh prophe- 

* cics. 

* I have,' dear Chriftian friend, detained 

4 

* you too long, by my impertinent intru^ 

* lion, from the profecution of your lau- 

* dable undertakiftg, in this your affcc- 

* tionate call to my brethren, to help for- 
^ ward their converiion to the faith, that 

1 4 Mhc 
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the crucified Jefus was their predifted. 
Mc(Gah. Though you may Bot be alto- 
gether fuccefsful in an immediate ac« 
compliihment of this great point, yet cet«* 
tainly you lay a ftable foundation for 
their conviftipn in God's due appointed 
time i and I hope to fee one good efieft 
arife, among others, from your ufeful la- 
bors herein, viz. that thp Chriilian world 
will be gradually convinced of thee^treoM 
folly of oppofing the fecming contrariety 
of a few fcattered texts, in their Scriptures^ 
to all the jufl notions of the Meifiah, 
formed from our prophecies ; and that the 
time is not far diftant^ when they will 
renounce thofe paifagcs as fpurious, which 
have gained a furreptitious admittance' 
ifnto their facred canon, and cannot, with** 
out a manifeft perverfion of their obvious 
genuine fenfe, be brought to harmonize 
with our code of prophecy. Thofe in 
particular, which militate againft the 
prophetic dcfcriptions of the eflcncei per- ' 

fon, and birth of the Mefliah, ought furely 
to be rejeded, and treated with that con^ 
tempti which they cheerfully beftow oft 
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^ all fuch do^n«S| inculcated In the hii« 
« man fyftemsofdivinity^ obtruded on thei& 
^ by the tribe of puzzling comroentatc^i 
^ and paraphrafts, as are* in their owa 
•private jadgnoient, repugnant to the ge» 
^neral fenfe and tenor of their facre(i 
^ writings/ 

Siicb may be fuppofed to be the reafon* 
ing and difcourfe of a ferious thinking 
learned Jew, who would willingly renounce 
his errors, when once convinced of them^ 
and might, by the manly arguoo^ents of ra^ 
tional and benevolent perfuafionj^ be indu« 
ced to believe and acknowledge the mifun« 
derftood Jefus of the Chriftians to be his 
promifed Mefliah^ To his imaginary lafl; 
word$ 1 (hall fubjoin this remark, that, aa 
xny fellow Chriftians have * the fure word 
of prophecy* to diredt them in the know-^ 
ledge of the Meiliah, it is a duty they owq 
to thofe authentic parts of the Chriftiaa 
Scriptures^ which will fland the teft of si, 
a comparifon with the Jcwifh prophcciea 
in this important point, to expofe thofo 
interpolated forgeries, which abfolutely con- 
tradict then^« Here I muft repeat what | 

intimated 
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before^ that I defy the moft in* 
genious fubtle fophift to concordize the two 
difcordant accounts of the birth of the 
Mefliah^ related in what is called the New 
Teftament^ the one defcribing him as the 
offspring of the miraculous conception of 
Mary alone, carnally unconnected with 

Jofephy jor with any man, and the other 
rtprefenting him as the fon as well of Jofeph 
ts of Mary. Not the two oppofite elements 
of fire and water can he more heteroge- 
neoust than thefe two jarring accounts; 
and which of them is confident witht or re- 
pugnant to, the divine predidions concern- 
ing the Mefiiah, I leave to the judgment of 

the unprejudiced few to decide, whole 
minds are not (hackled by theological fyf- 
tern. To attempt to reconcile the manifeil 

contradidion, which fubfifls between thetwo 
Accounts, by urging that Jefus pafifedfor 
the fon of Jofeph among the unbelieving 
Jews, but was in fad, the fon of Mary alone, 
is to be wife above what is written* The 
Evangelifts, who fi:ile him the fon of Jofeph, 
make no fuch diftih£tion, and in three paf« 
iages out of the four, where they give him 

that 
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|>atrdnymic9 the qualifying ptrendie* 
&s,* a$ was fuppofed^' is omitted. 



Hence, as this parentheiis exprefsly mi^ 
litates againft the prophetic defcription of 

the Mefliah as a man, we (hould nothcfi* 

» 

tate one moment to reject it as an interpo- 
lated forgery. It it difficult at this diftance 
of time, and it is not in the leail material^ 
to afcertain the age when, the man 
through ' whom, and the manner liow, ^ it 
crept into the facred Hiftory. We do not 
give an equal degree of credit to every fafl 
recorded in profane hiftory ; and when we 
refleft.on the facility, with which theolo- 
gical difputants and fcholaftic controver-* 
iialiils could fet forth corrupt manufcripts 
of any authentic narrative of the birth of 
Jefus Chrift; in order to accommodate that 
event to their own refpeftivc hypothetical 
whimfics, JVC muft ncceflarily withhold our 
aficnt to thofe parts of the four Gofpelff 
now commonly received, which give a re- 
lation of that interefting tranfadion, totally 
difFeren;t from that ^vhich we perufe. in 
QChei- pwts of the iamfcGofl^ls>adopting that 

which 



w&ich is ratiottslt natoral, snd cc^erem 
with prophecy^ and rejeding that which is 
irrattonal unnatural, and incoherent witl| 
it 

Luke's evangelic hiftoryj, with a very 
-fcvir exceptions, and his other valuable 

treatife, the Afts of the ApofUes, accord 
with the divine prediAions of the Old Tef- 
tament concerning the literal manhood 
of Cbrift« The fame may be affirmed of 

the great apoiUe FauVs Epiftles to the Ro» 
soanst Corinthians, and TKefTalonians, in 
general, and of his excellent Eplflles ad« 
drefl to Timothy and Titus in particular* 

I^uke therefore and Paul exhibit a written 
tefUmpny, that Jefus was the Cbrift, fb 
l^ry I unexceptionable,, fo convincingly 
lupported by the concurrent internal po^ 
i|tiv( evidence of prophecy and miracle^ji 
^at, when united with that internal flron§^ 

• s. 

©refumptive proof, the excellency of hist 
snoral dodtrihe and example, it will juf- 
tify us in declaring outr opinion^ '- that hci^ 
who can be an infidel. In defpight of fuch 
kiefiitible compUcattfd evidence, muft be 

either 



cither corrapt from the heart, defedive er 
difordcred ia hi9 iotelled:s, or, laflly, fi» 
blinded by ;the early prejudices of a fiuf« 
dire&ed education, as to be incapable cff 
difcerning the truth. But the injudicious 
friends of Chriftianity, whofe zeal is notac^ 
cording to knowledge^ are its worft enemies* 

Their hyper- metaphyseal hypothefes t^nd 
to confirm Deiftsj Jews, Mohammedana^ 
snd Gentiles, in their infidelity, whowitk 
merited derifion reje£t their various impol^. 
tures* You, my Jewiih friends, may weil^ 

with a becoming indignation, exclaim ^ what 
^ have we to do with thefe imaginary Me(^ 
* fiahs,the creatures of the difordered braint 
^ of Athanafians, Arians, and Socinians 7^ 

It is only by reprefenting Jefus,. conform^ 
ably to the coincident teftimony of genuine 
Chriftian Scripture, and Jewi(h prophecy^ 
«s a man^ of the feed of David, begotten by 
a man, and born of a woman, his wife, both 
t)f the houfe and lineage of David, I cai| 
hope to convince you of the reality of the 
£rft paft advent of your Meiliah. As the^ 
have not thought proper to confine their 
jrcfpeftive unintelligible opinjions concern-* 

ing 
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iiig the eflence of Jcfus within their own' 
breafts, but have publifhed them to the 
world ; and one in particular has^ in the 
difguifc of a converted Jew, made his Arian^ 

or Apollinarian iyftcm of the pre-exiftcnt 
little Godhead of Jcfus the ground-work 
of his fuppofcd apology to his friends for 
embracing Chrif1:ianity»(SeeMordecai'sapo«' 
logy) my unfeigned concern for the intereft 
of that divine religion compels me to regard 

it as a duty incumbent upon me to expofe 
their futile arguments in fupport of their 
refpcdive hypothefes, and thus counteract 
the diflervicc, which they have thereby' 
rendered to the caufe of that true religion, 
which they intended to promote ; dif&rvice 
I fay ; for not one of you, my unconverted 
friends, whether learned, or unlearned, 
who are inArudted by your prophecies ta 
condder your Meiiiah as a nun of the feed 
of David, and an adlual man, in the ordi-- 
nary and only true meaning of the word, 
caa be brought to acknowledge any one of 
their fcvcral Pfeudo-Meffiahs, fuppofcdly^ 
fprung from a, virgin's womb previoufly un- 
impregnated with the feed of man. 

However,^ 
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However^ the publicatioi^ of their opU 
nions. is worthy of commendation^ a$ 

their advocates hereby evince their iincerity^ 
^ho have given me ah opportunity of ex-* 
^mining them at the bar of truths that 
teft, by which I wife my own opinioa 
concerning the abfolute unequivocal man- 
hood of Jefus (hould be tried. Hereafter 
in fome feparate publication^ I propofe to 

refute the arguments fuppofedly deduced 
from the Chriftian ScriptureSj which are 
contained in the aforefaid apology, in favor 
of the Arian, or Apollinarian, fcheme of 
the pre-exiftence and fubordinate ^ Jeho-^ 
Yahfliip of Jefus, becaufc, though it was 
prpfefiedly written with the laudable view 
of converting you to the faith that Jefus 
was the Mefiiah, yet the author's fuppofed 
converfion being founded on that abfurcl 
hypothelis, it is abfolutcly calculated to de- 
feat its own great purpofe, and, inftead of 
promoting, to retard your converfion^ At 
prefent I Ihall reil fatisfied witli remarking, 
that the truth refpedling as well the nature, 
perfon, or efTence, and birth, as the cha-^ 
rader, of theMej(nab,can only he obtained 

^ by 



hy ufiilg gfoat caution in admitting tvttf 
paflage as genuine^ which is found inferted 
in the received canon of the New Tefta- 
ment, and by diligently comparing the 
relations therein contained with the pro« 

phecies of the Old Teftamcnt* They ex- 
hibit the fole infallible criterion^ whereby 
you can diftinguifh the true M«fSah of 
Ood from the Pfeudo*Meffiahs of men. 

The chimerical wonder-working nativity 
of Jefus, fuppofedly fprung, in an unin«» 
telligible ineffable manner^ from the womb 
of a virgin alone, exhibits a ftrikinjg; ipe- 
cimen, into what intricate labyrinths of 

myfterious abfurdity Chriilians will be in* 
fcnfibly betrayed, who, in inveftigating the 
Meffiah, defert thjft fafe and faithful guidc> 
prophecy. 

The divine predidions, contained in tb« 
Old Tcftament, refpedling the nature, per- 
fon, and charadter of the Meffiah, arc 
termed in the Chriftian Scriptures, 'the 
Aire word of Prophecy / and fo fure i« it, 
that w« ihould place no dependence on 

accounts 
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accounts of the birth of the Meffiah In 
the latter^ which do not coincide in every 
particular with the pre*defcriptions given 
of. him in the former. *• The Scriptures 
which went before concerning him,*' are to 
be coniidered as one grand external evidence 
of his pail advent, and confequently as the 

ilandard and meafure of the faith that the 

» 

man Jefus, who was born in the days of 
the Roman Emperor Auguftus Caefar, and 
cruciEed in the reign of his fucceflbr Tibe- 
rius, was the Chrift, or the true Mefliah, 
foretold by the prophets. Many indeed 
think with that Chriftian convert from De- 
ifm, the celebrated author of 'A View of the 

internal Evidence of the truth of the Chrif- 
tianReligion,^ that the credibility of theGof- 
pel difpenfation depends on its incompre- 
henfibility. His words are very remarkable, 
'\ If it;' the Chriftian Religion, '' bad been 
** lefs incomprehenfible^ it woulijl have been 

*' more incredible^' whereas, in fafi, the ra- 
tionality and intelligibility of its points of 
faith are a ftrong prefumptive argument of 
its truth and certainty. A divine revela- 
tion, of the theology whereof, it is con- 

K tended, 
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tended, the meaning lies fo deep, that it 
cannot be fathomed by the line of haman 
reafon, is a contradlftion in terms, a reve^^ 
lation unreveak'd. However, the worthy 
author of this little treatife has given, oh 
the whole, ajuil and amiable defcriptioti 
of the fuperlative excellence of Chrift'sfyf- 
tem of morality. By this its internal evi- 
dence he profefTes to have been convinced 
of the divine authority of this religion, and 
has ingenuoufly announced to the world, 
by that moft cffedual vehicle of intelli- 
gence, the prefs, the grounds of his con- 
verfion i a fpeciesof conduA, which fecures 
to him the applaufe of his own cdnfci- 
ence, intitles him to 'the approbation of his 
fellow Chriftians, and encouriages him to 

hope, as a fincere difciplc of his new maf- 
ter, Chrift, for the future enjoyment of 
that ineftimable Gofpcl bleffing aft happy 
immortatlity. But, as he has now acknow- 
ledged the truth of the Chriftian religion 

from a clear conviftion, that the tranfccnd- 
cnt purity of its moral precepts is an irre- 
fragable argument of its divine authority, 
I hope he will not'reft here, but proceed to 

renew 
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, ftHi^ 'his iftudy of the Ghriftlan Scn|jtdre§< 
for the parpofe of eiamining, with attentiod 
Itthd impat*ttaHty, whether the belief of th<s 
fecotoprehenfible doftfinei of a Trittity'in 
1liil«y^ df thttt diviiie beings juaSbled to* 
ffelhtfi" into tfn^ fuprdfiie Deity^ that mefa-^ 
ph^Gcdl abfttrdity in the abftraft, be feallj> 
tncdicated in Ihefe Writings or not* At the 
ismt time I iidtlfe him to rcfleft, that the 
iiifcrnal evidence ^^f the divinity dftheChrlf* 
tian religion* feriflng from tht! perfeft purity 
<tf -its morality, is at beft but a ftrong pre- 
iftJmptiVe'proofofits divine authority; f(it 
^e pofi'five Ifettimony thereof muft reft oil 
«Jeiftrtted external evidence of miracles, and 
iftie accampli^ment of prdphecieg. With 
Tefpe<^to the! latter I hope, that the time 
Is not far diftant, when the whole houfe of 
i'frael will, by obfervifig the ftrift hartapny 
betwefen the events recorded of Jcfus in the 
New, aniJ the prophecies concermng the 
Meffiah in the Old, Teftament, be induced 
to take the veilfrom their hearts, and ac- 
knowledge him for their long-negleaed 
MeiSah* 

K a Some 
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Some of you, my friends, like the real 
Abraham Jacobs, and the fiditious Benja- 
min Ben Mordecai, may, without fufEciently 
attending to the manifefl: progreflive ab<^ 
furdity of the Socinian, Arian or Apolli- 
narian, and Athanaiian hypothefes, embrace 

Chriftianity merely from a convidlion that 
the crucified Jefus was the Meffiab, fore- 
told by the prophets. But though their 
(;onveriion may be the re^lt of this convic- 
tion, yet, I truft, their own common fenfe 
will fuggefl to them the reflexion, that the 
parts of the canon of Ghriflian Scriptures 
cannot be genuine, which fpeak of Chriil 
as the offspring of a woman alone, and that 
woman a virgin. Thofe only defcrve to be 
regarded as authentic, which, reprefenting 
Jefus as a man, in the true and fole fenfe 
of that appellation, viz. as the fon as well of 
a man as of a woman, as well of Jofeph,as of 

Mary, and thefe his parents as an hufband 
and wife, of the tribe of Judah,and of the fa- 
mily of David, exaftly tally with the Jewifli 
Scriptures in general, concerning the Mef- 
fiab, and with that prophecy of the Pfalms 

in particular, where Jehovah is faid to have 

*' fworn 
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** fworn in truth unto David, Of the fruit 
•* of thy body 9 or loins, w/7/ / fet upon tby 
^^ throne i' a prophecy, which Luke in 
A(9:s ii. 30. juftly applies to Chrift, as re- 
teiving its completion in him. 

I am not altogether without hopes, that 
this Call to the Jews^ which vindicates the 
parental relation, as well of Jofeph, as of 
Mary, to Jefus, may, with all its imperfec- 
tions and faults, be happily inftrumental in 
converting many worthy individuals, of the 
difperfed of Judah, to the Chriftian faith. 
If you will but condefcend to give it a can- 
did perufal, you cannot fail to remark that 
I have infifted throughout, that Jefus was 
a very man, the joint offspring of an human 
father, and an human mother, both line- 
ally defcended from David i that authentic 
Chriftian Scripture defcribes Jefus as thus 
harmonizing with theMeiSah of Jewiih pro- 
phecy ; and that, in parti€ular,Luke's Jefus 
Chrift,who*comcth of the feed of David,'is a 
fpecies of phrafeology of exaftly fimilar im- 
port with that of Zechariah's * man whofc 
name is ^ke Branch." Zech. vi. 12. and 

K 3 again 



r 



( 136 ) . 

^gain Zecb, iii. 8. <* Beljold I I will bwiV| 
forth my iibrvaiit, S'z&e J^r^mcb" • 

The qx^ft corrcfpondcncc h^rc pDintc4 
out between the ^Chriftian and Jcwi(l) 
writings, rcfpeding the nature apd perfon 
pf Cbrift« who i$ in both declared to be 9 
man, (which fpecies of intelligent creature 
lie could not be, i^ a nmn were unconcerned 
in begetting him, at leail in that calo we 
are not.authotiz^ed to call him fuch, with- 
out » fpepial diredion from God) the pre- 
cife agreement between the evangelifl; of the 
New, abd the prophets of the Old, Tefta- 
lament, concerning his birth froni parents 
^ of the houfe and lineage of David, y and 
the perfeft coincidence of the events with 
the predidlions relative to the fuffcrings, 
death, refurredtion, and future kingdom, 
of the Meffiah will, I truft in God, operate 
as the happy means of convincing many of 
you, that tlie Jefus of the Chriftians and 
the Mcffiah of the Jews are one and thq 

V " 

fam? pcrfon, 
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It is. provable, that the whole body pf 
the houfc of Ifrael w:ill not be converted to 
the faith of Chrift, 'till tbefulncfs of the 

Gentiles be cotne in ;* an expreffion of the 
apoftle Paul, which probably implies the 
converfion of the whole, or the greater part, 
of the Heathen world. However, this is 
certain, th?it, when, my dear unconverted 
friends, you cj^ix once be brought to difcern 
the truth of the paft advent of your fuiFcr- 

ing Mefliah, who, though foretold under 

that charafter, by Ifaiah^ is ftill to you * a 
ftumbling block ;' to lament, that your 

forefathers * fuli511ed the prophecies in con- 
demning' and crucifying hini by the hands 
of the Romans ; and to acknowledge, that 

thofe fubfequent difaftrous events, unparal* 

leled either in facred or profane hiftory, the 

deftrudion of your city and temple by Titus, 

and your long continued difpcrfion from 

that time to this, among all nations, are 

the divine punifliments of this their great 

fin; 'the Lord your God will,' in con- 

ibrmity to his promife by his prophets, 

' gather together again the outcafis of Ifrael 

'^ from all the countries whither he has 

K 4 * driven 
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* driven them^ as a (hepherd gathcreth his 

* flock^' bring again the captivity of Ifrael 
and Judah, reftore you to your own landk 

* build again thewaftc places of Jcrufalerh/ 
and give you a new city and teptiple^ where* 
in he will refide among you, as in the 
former days, upder the ejcternal fymbol of 
a glorious cloud, or a fire. This future 
luminous nianifeflation of his prefcQce will 
not only furpafs that which refided in the 
temple of Solomon, in fplendor, but e:^- 
ceed it likewife in duration, as it will con- 
tinue for ever. Moreover, the great fon 
-of David, your Mcfliah, will be your king, 
that is, reign in perfon among you. 

The ChriiUans, indeed in general, under*- 
ftand the kingdoqi of Cbriil in a ftrid 
fpiritual fcnfc pnly, viz, that hy his king- 
dom are meant the univerfal cftablilhrnent 
of, and pradical conformity to, hifi excel- 
lent iyflem of morality throughout the 
world, pr thofe eternal immutable laws of 

0odlinefs, righteoufnefs, temperance, love 
^nd peace, lyhich ypuy Jchpvjih, your One 

an4 
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4ind only Lord God, commiiSoned him to 
preach to your finful anceftors. But, as 
the minute circumftances, predicted con* 
cerning the death of the Mefliah, have 
been in very deed fulfilled, I think that 

« 

thofe, which relate to the fceptre of his 
kingdom, ftiled ^ a feeptre of righteoufnefs/ 
will receive the fanxe literal completion^ 

When I read in Jeremiah, and Hoica, that; 
the houfe of Ifrael fhall ' feek and ferve 

9 

* the Lord and David their king/ when 
Ezekiel prophefies, that * my fervant David 

* ihall feed them, be a prince among them^ 

* and a king over them,' I believe, that/ 
in God's due appointed time, Chrift, de^ 
jfcribed by thefe prophets under the nam© 
of his royal progenitor, will be, in the 
ilri£t fenfe, their fhepherd and their king, 
and in his own perfon * execute,' a$ it if 
<;lfewhcre expreft, * Judgment and Jufticc,' 
'ffmong them. When Daniel prefigures the 
kingdom of the Meffiah under the iimili- 
^ude of/ the (lone, cut out of the mountain^ 
< fmiting the image upon his feet,' I verily 
believe^ that ♦ God will giv« him a king- 

dom^ 
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« 

^dpmp vfbUckviiM bje^ io pkccs and ccod^ 
•funjw' the ten kingdoms, aofwerwg tQ 
thfi ten toes of t^c imag^, into, wh^ii 
tjf» Roman empice wait divided, reprefentc4 
V) apotber pa0age of the fame prophet, wix^ 
dec the charader of a bead with ten horn$* 
But this his kingdom will not be confined 
to the land of Judea only, it wijl extend 
itfelf over the whole earth. * The ftone 
^ became a great mountain, and filled the 

• whole earth/ Under the reign of tl^e 
MdSah, ^ the word of the Lord will go 

* forth from* the new * Jcrufalem' to the 
remoteft countries, and ' all people, na« 
♦tions, and languages, fliall fcrve him/ 
The city indeed will not be called Jerufk- 
1cm, for Ezekiel xlviii. 35. aflures us, 
♦the name of the city from that day fhall 
f be the Lord is there/ 

Moreover, Eisekiel prophetically defpribesi 
a diyifion of the land among the twelve 
tribes, and the dimenfions of a city and 
temple, very dififerent from any former par* 
tition of the one, or meafurement of the 
other, and therefore thefe are events, which 
ftill remain to be, not figuratively, but li- 
terally fulfi^lUd. 

The 
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. Xhe dpminiaa of, the Me^ab is dip 
called ^aa everUftipg dpiQinion^ which 
^all not paft away, a»4 his I?ingdom 
that> which (hall not ha deft^-oycd ;* not 
that the Mefliah , will reign a king for ever, 
hut that the laws of righteoufnefs, love and 

peace, hy which he will govern his king- 
dom* will be everlafting, the praSice of 
fuch pioiral duties being of immutable and 
eternal obligation. The apoille Paul ' af- 
firms, *b^/ Chrift, *muift reign till he 
^^thput all enen^ies under his feet;^ for he/ 
Qod^ ^ hath put all things under his feet/ 
Pat at that period of tinaq, called ' the end^ 
^ wh«n all things, (hall be fubdu^d unto 
.f hitn« then he (hall deliver up the king- 
^ dom to God, even the father, put down 
* all rule, all authority, and power, and the 

f fon alfo himfelf be fubjeift unto him, that 
f put all things under him, that God may 
f be all in all,' or re ign without a delegate; 
For, whei^ all the nations of thq earth /hall 
te brought under the. righteous, apd peace- 
ful government of the Mefliah, and fin 

*b4 <J?.^^.b ^^^^ ^ deilroyedi hi& kingdom^ 

wb?n 
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^hen it (hall thus have p rodu ce d the grea^ 
tnd for which it was conftituted, viz. the 
introdudion of univerfal holinefs and virtue 
among men, will by exprefs divine ap- 
potntment ceafe, and civil government it- 
felf be altogether unneccffary. 

The joyful happy world experiencing^ 
tbac. the. enjoyment of happinefs is infepa* 
rably afTociated with the practice of virtue^ 
will not ftand in need of a code of politive 
written laws to regulate their condudj^ nor 
of a delegated judge to adminifter them, 
but yield a voluntary and univerfal obedience 
to God, their fupreme and only governor^. 
and be ever diflinguiihed by a grateful pi- 
ety, and a filial love for their heavenly 
father, by mutual difinterefted beneficence^ 
and by an emancipation from tbofe turbu*^ 
lent pafiions and ungovemed appetites^ 
which at prefent fubjugate mankind, har« 
railing their minds with an inceffant dif-* 
quietude, the necefifary confequence of an 
unreftrained indulgence of the fins of fenfu- 
ality, ambition, and avarice. Thefe, or 

to 
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to fpeak evangelically*^ the Uiftofthe fletb^ 
tibe.luft of the eyes, and the pride of life/ 
the fruitful fources, whence all the ixuf«> 
chief and mifcry, with which the world 

abounds, are evidently derived, will then 
be altogether unknown, and the fordid gra- 
tification of them, fo derogatory from the 

v' ■ 

genuine dignity of the human nature^ 
and the tranfcendent purity of Chriftian 
morality, will be fucccedcd , by the inva-r 
riable pradiqe of that amiable train of io^ 
cial virtues, whic^ will be the peculiar 
chara6teriftics of thofe, who fhall be deem«- 
ed worthy partakers of that " new heavens 
and new earth, wherein dwelleth right- 
eoufnefs/' fupporting and adorning the 
happy fpiritual brotherhood of Chriftians 
in their future ftate of a glorious immor- 
tality. 

An unfeigned lovc^ of truth, a defire to 
difentangle it from fal(hood, and there- 
by to facilitate your general converfion, 
were the motives which induced me to 
expofe the non-entity of the fcveral Pfcuv 

do-Meffiahs of the Socinians, Arians, and 

Athanafians, 
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thoogh iribVe '<dt lefs abford, jyfet agreiB 5n 
one fundaWcnttfl 'eifor, ViSJ. the tnerefy 

> • • 

maternal viHgitt-drigin of }eftrs/ danfotrnd- 

« 

ing the idca«,aii'd otertarniii^'tbe dciftnition, 

of that ritiond creattffe/of 'God, denomi- ' 

> • • • 

»ated aTOan. There hfevefft/ris a^ inftinct, 
frbm the iky tef" the creatioacf the fifft hti- 
7 toan part to the prefcrtt hour, of an inter- 

ruptiori of that one artd Only mode of thfe 
pf opagatio/n of the litrrflan fpecies, \vhidi £9 
cbttimdn likewife to all the anifnal crte'-* 
ation; and tvhkh the God of nature 
eftabliflied, and is in itTelf a rhlracle, as 
all his works are, and Inimitable by 
man* 

ft 

From tite circu'mftances of 'the Narratives 
of the refpcflive births of Ifaac and John 
the Baptift, cfpecially of that of the former, 
it is evident', that Abraham and Zecharias 
were through age as impotent, and incapable 
of begetting children, as their wives Settsh 
and Elizabeth Were barren and advanced 
beyond the iimi of :life. adapted to concept* 

tioo 
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tioii and parturition: Yet Ifeac anH Jolitt 

t^rcre, by the miraculous power of God, iA 

*ftily the dffspnng 6f the immididte ftteH 

xif their rcfpcdliVe fa*ii«M^ Abraham atlA 

rZiachbriafr/ as they were the fruit of tl^ 

^omb df their rtifpedtive mothers, Sarah 

and Elisrabeth. It is a |>lain cafe thcfn, 

whatfever Athanrafiahs, Ariatls, or Sociniaiis, 

^nd other hyper- metaphyficians, may hbtd 

to the contrary, that he alone is a cnan, 

who is defcended from the firft man, as well 

by an human father, as well as by an human 

' mother^ . 

For argument fake however let. us admit 
as true what is falfe, viz. that the Jewifh 
prophets and genuine Chriftian evangelifts 

.agree in afcribing to the Meiltah the cele- 
brated extraordinary origin from a virgin 
alone j yet a being fo produced cannot be a 
man, without an exprefs dire<^ion from 
God to authorize us to denominate him . a 

. man, and to regard him, or any other 
being as a man, who is reprefented «s 
deftitute of an human father. 

It 
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. It is really a laughable circumflance to 
contemplate the droll dilemma, in which 
thefe three feds of Platonizine Chriftians 
have plunged me ; for, by omitting to| con*^ 
fine their ideas of a man to a rational beings 
generated by a man on the body of a woman, 
and by extending it to the fuppofed offspring 
of a virgin alone, pslrnaliy unconne^ed. with 
a man, they have impofed on me the dif&* 
cult tafk of refutitog thcii; refpcdivc fenfe- 
Icfs fy {terns of the Godhead manhood^ the 
Demi' godhead manhood,: zti^ the JoJe virgin^ 
JPrung manhood, of Jcfus Chrift, fo as not 
to offend againft the ftrifteft rules of the 
moft delicate propriety and chaftity. How- 
ever, I hope, I have fucccedcd in my en- 
deavors to expofe the abfurdity of them by 
a choice of cxpreflions, which cannot gite 
umbrage to the moft exemplary moralift, a 
truly Chriftian charatfter, which I am am- 
bitious of acquiring, and of recommend- 
ing to the pradice of my fellow Chriftians, 
in words from the prefs in public, add not 
lefs fo in private converfation ; and in deeds^ 
by that weighty leflbn of inftru(ftion, my 

own pcrfonal example. 

I have 
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I have (hewn, that the higher any Tet of 

theological theorifls exalt the nature^ per- 

fon, or eflence, of Chrift, the lower they 

debaie his moral characfter^ and that thofe 

■ 

of his difciples and followers, who were 
to a man uniyerfally allowed to have been 

mere men, and who, like him, became 
obedient to God even unto death, and at- 
teftcd their convi(flion of the truth of 
his Gofpel difpenfation with their blood, 
being according to the Arian, and particu- 
larly according to the Athanafian, hypothe- 
lis, inferior to their mafter in mental 
ability, were fuperior to him in this his 
liioft fignal inftahce of moral worth. But 
•if we admit Jefus Chrift to be a man, 
as he really was, begotten by a man, and 
born of a woman, his moral charadler and 
conduct are difplayed to the greateft ad- 
vantage, his godlinefs, philanthropy, and 
innocence, are eminently confpicuous in 
all the fullnefs of human perfcftion, he 
being the only man, who never failed in 
the difcharge of every branch of virtuous 
obligation, the fingle individual of thehu- 

liKiah race, who, completely good to the 

L utjnoft 
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utmoft extent of the ability of the human 
fpccies, lived and died without fin. Hdnce . 
being man, in the one only fenfe> in which 
he could be clafTcd in the order of £• 
hite intelligent beings of that denomina-* 
tion, and at the fame time a finlcfs man> , 
though tempted and befet with human paf- 
fions, like as we are^, he demonftrated to 
his fellow-men, that his and their God and . 
father was not an unreafonable Pharaoh, 
who requires bricks to be made without 
ftraw, their duty to be done without grant- 
ing the means and power to perforni it> ^ 
but an all-wife parent,, who had imprinted 
in indelible characflers a plain and unal- 
terable rule of moral obligation on their . 
hearts, called by Paul * the law of their 
mind,' or the underftanding> abundantly 
fufficient to reflrain the iropetuofi,ty of that 

V turbulent principle within them, the ani- : 
mal part of their flature„ termed by the - 
fame apoftle * the law of their members,.' 
or the appetites and paffions ; -and to regu- 
late j^nd direct the motions of thefe fprings 
of human action fo, as to make them in- 

« 

ftromental in promoting the interefts of 

virtue 
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virtue and true religion, rather than fub* 
feryicnt to * the law of fin/ For our appe* 
tites and pafHons are not^ in fa£t, viciousin 
themfelyes, but become vitiated by man's 
vicious mifgovernment arrd mifapplicatioin 
of them. 

Hence too this man of the feed of Davids 
the MejSiah, or Chrift Jefus tlie appointed 
favior, exhibited a moft illuftrious example 
q{ goodnefs, righteoufnefs, and obedience, 
to his brethren the Jews> in particular, and 
to his fellow-creatures in general, and con-» 
fcquently was juftified in recommending it. 
to the imitation of his difciples, and in re«* 
quiring the pradtiee of the fame abfolute hu- ; 
man perfeftion from them* 

* 

But, if according' to an unavoidable in- 
ference from the fenfelefs and contradiftory 
doc^rine^ (not to give it an harfher epithet) 
of the Athanafian Trinity in Unity, Chrift 
was (to fpeak as intelligibly as poffible on a 
nonjenfical fubje(ft) the fupr erne God in a tri^ , 
fjmtiie degree, or conjointly with the Father 
and Holy Spirit, and, though impaffible in, 
.-. ' La* his 
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his divine^ yet fnfFered in his humkn nature > 
if^ agreeably to the chimerical Arian and 
Apoliinarian hypothefeSf which differ froofi 
each other more in name^ than in reality^ 
Chrift pre-exijled before all worlds as a fu- 
pcr-angelic fpirit, and a fubordinate Jeho- 
vah, till arino piundi 40CO he pojl'-exijled 
as a Demi'God or God-man -, iflaftly, in 
conformity to the Socinian fchemc, left 
wild than the two preceding fyftems, 
Chrift drew his firft exiftence from the 
womb of the virgin Mary, prcviouily un- 
confcious of receiving the vivifying feed of 
man, and thus became a new undcfilvable. 
being, mother-full and fatherlefs^ he could 
not, on the. footing of thefe three different 
hypothefes, which equally reprefent him 
as a being of a different fpecies from men, 
b'ecome an example of abfolute moral per- 
feftion to men, and it would have been ab- 
furd in him to have propofed himfelf as fuch 

♦ ^ 

totherr imitation. At beft he could 'only 

♦ • 

have injoined them to be relatively ^tt^d: ; 

for, confiftently with thefe three Varying 
accounts of his nature and effence, ^^h^*- 
could only be z jjattem of abfolute virtue, ' 

•^- cither 
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dither to the other two portions of fupreme 

Deity, to Demi-Gods or God's-men like 

• • • ' 

himfelf ; or laftly, to fitnilar beings of the 

' . ■» 

merely maternal fpecies produced from the 

^ . • «• 

wombs of virgins, without the previous ge- 
nerating inflrumentality of i^ien. • 

When we meet thefe excellent fcriptuxai 
exhortations to moral perfcdtion and purity, 
** be ye perfeft even as your father who is 

•4 

^^ in heaven is pcrfeO,'* and ** he, that hath 
^* this hope/' the Gofpel-hope of an happy 
immortality, ^^in' him,"' God, *• purifieth 
^^ hiqafelf, even as he is pure,^' it is felf- 
evident they are to be underftood of relativii 
n6t- oi ahfolutby perfedion and purity, of 
perfeftion and purity in* kind; not in degree; 
of' perfeftion and purity to the extent of 
finite Jiuman ability. Man/ being n6t pof- 

fed of the infinite attributes of' the divine 
nature, cannot be all-perfcd:,^ihthe ftfidt 
literal fenfe, in which God himfelf is ; no, 
not even that accompliflied'finleft than, the 
man Chrift Jefus, who exprefsly difclaims, 
the epithet 'good,' when applied to him in 
this improper, unwarrantable acceptation 

L 3 of 
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.of iU rebuking in flrong ibterrogati^ 
terms the young man, who falutes him with 
the appellation of " good mafter ;'* "why 
*• calleft thou mc good ? There is none 
^ good but one, that is God." 

But, when Chrift fays to his difciplcs^ 
"I. have given you an example, that ye 
** (hould do as I have done to you," an4 
}^is apoftle reminds ^ us, that " Chrift left 
<^ us an enfample, that we ihould follow 
** his fteps," it is plain, thz% a^alute perfec- 
tion, and a complete imitation of his obe- 
dience to God, beneficence to man, and 
fpotlefs innoceace, , are here implied and 

tecomroendcd, . The man, who can enter- 
tain a doubt, that this is not the meaning 
of thefe pai&g^s, . need only confult i John 
iii, 16. to fatisfy himfelf in this point. 
Here from the well attcfted faft, that f he,' 
Ghrift, 'laid down his life for us,' not in 
Qur ilead, but on account of our fins, an 

A. '4 

inference is deduced, that *we ought to lay 

* down our lives, for the brethren,' or oa 

account of th^ brotherhood of Chriftians, 

if urgent neceflity (hould require us to give 

this 
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this ifloftfignal teftimony of our unfeigned 
love for thcm,-^d.of our fteady adherence* 
to the Chriflian caufe. 

Hence, as we are required to imitate, 

.Qhrift in that higheft inftance of his obe-. 

dience to God, and love for man,. his deatb, 

it is plainly a duty incumbent upon us to 
become, like him, ahfolutety^cxiG&, in the 
difcharge of every moral obligation whether 

of the religious, focial, or perfonal fpecies/ 
The abfolute moral perfciSion therefore of 
Chrift-muft h^- abfolute human perfedlion; 
for to fuppofc .that Chrift .expe<9:ed, that 
men fliould^equal him, in moral perfedtion, 
who, on the Athanafian and Arian hypo- 
thcfes, are reprcfented to be -an order of be- 
ings, not his equals, but his inferiors, in 
intelledual ability, is an abfurdity fo 
glaring, that to mention it is to confute 
it. In that cafe his apoftles, who, like 
him became obedient unto death, would 
have more than equalled him, would 
have excelled him ; and, to adopt a well 
known fcriptural comparifon, would have 
delivered the fame tale of bricks, with 

L4 ' the 
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the fcanty materials of ftubble^ which 
he produced from plenty of flraw, 

Jefus therefore was plainly a man^ in the 

only true acceptation of the word, viz. the 
male offspring of a man, begotten upon the 
body of a woman. This man and this wo^ 
man were hufband and wife of the houfe 
and lineage of, David. By the Mofaic laws 
the Jews were injoined to tparry into their 
own refpe&ive tribes and families ; and 
though their pedigrees were probably lof): 
in the coofuiion, which necefiarily attended 
the Babylonifli captivity, yet, as the other 
prophecies refpedling the Mcfliah ^wfi're , 
literally fulfilled, we may take it .for. 
granted, that the divine providence (p 
ordered it, that both the parents of 
Jefus (hould be lineally defcended from 
David, fo /that the prophecies, which 
reprefent the Mefliah as * the branch of 
* David,' (hould receive their completion 
as well as the reft; and in /aft, genuine 
Chriftian Scripture harmpnizes with -the 
Jewifli prophecies in this particular, a cir- 
cumftance, which I hope will induce you, 

my 
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my Jewiih friends, in pr^efs „of tlmc.to 
acl^nowledge, the Jcfus of the Chriftians for 
the promifed M^iHah* , 

. I enjoy .the heart-felt fatisfaftion ot 
thiqkir>g> that, by vinjiieating the intire. 
peffe<3: manhood of Jefus agaip.fl: the Atha- 
iiafian, Arian, and Socinian hypotl^efes^ .J. 
have contributed to the extent of my ability^ 
to iiemove the veil from your hearts, and 
to prepare the way for your dear perceptioa 
of this great truth, the paft firft advent ^ of > 
ypur Meffiah. If in treating thi« fubject 
I have ufed repetitions, I hope they will 
not be <ieefncd{ vain repetetions, as they ' 
proceed froift a benevolent defire to con* 
vince you, on the grouhdsboth of reafon 
and prophecy, that the mifuftdf^ftbod Jefas 
was, like hi«^ .feIlow-men> a very man of * 
the feed pf David, a point. neceflary to be , 
fully eftabjiihed, . before ;it. can be cx^ 
pected you iho.uld believe. this /Jefus to be ' 
yqur Meffiah. Hence I iruft, you wilH 
e^fcufe. me, if here alfo I jepwt whatvl 
formerly urged, namely, Jthat the predip- , 
tions of Gpd/s prophets fp ypur anceftors > 

concerning 
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e6ncerniog the Melliah are infallibk crite- 
ria, whereby to diftinguifli between genu-> 
ine and fpurious Gofpels^ -fo— ibat any 
paflage in the prefent canon of the New 

Tcftanjent, which exprefsly militates againft 
thefe prediiflions/ or cannot, without a 
ihanifeft perrerfion of its meaning, be' 
brought to coincide with them, muft be an 
interpolated forgery. 

: That the fufFcring Jefus,.the remote fon . 
of .David, and the immediate fon of Jofeph, » 
and Mary, was the Chrift or.the Mcfliah, 
I;will now underta^ee to prove : from your 5 
own prppheciea^ more fully, than I haye ; 
hitherto done. To the fame perfon, who : 
iiv the 2d Pfalm is reprefcnted. as *thc/ 
' .anointed againft' whom , your * rulers . 

* took council together,' Jehovah declares 
in the fame Pfalm, * I will give thee the 

* Heathen for thine inheritance, and the - 
' utmoft parts of the earth for thy pofleffion.' 
It is evident from the 49th chapter of Ifaiab, 
that the fufFcring Jcfus defcribed in the 7th 
verfe, under the charafter of /him, whom 

* man defpifeth, him wboqn the nation,' 

your 
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your people, ' abhorreth' is the fame witH 
him of whom it is faid by Jehovah in the 
following verfe, ' I will givb thee for a co- 
venant of the people- to -eftablith' or raifc 
up * the earth/ the land of Judea, * to 
caufe to inherit the defolate heritages/ 
or, in :. other words, as the Meffiah, who/ 
on your return to your own land, in confe** 
quence of your conveviion to a, faith in hin># 

ihair caufe you to dwell in the loflg for fakeii 
land, where he will perfonally reign over' 
you in righteoufncfs, love and truth, HiV 
fiifFcrings are thus reprefented in the 6th^ 
verfe of the 50th chapter of the fame pro-' 
phet, * I gave my back to the fmiters, anti" 

* my cheeks to them, that pUlled off the' 
'. hair ^ I hid not my face from fhame ahd 

* fpitting/ This is the fame perfonof' 
whom it is afferted in the 13th verfe of th€ 
52d chapter, 'Behold, my fervant fhall prof- 

* per, he (hall be exalted and extolled, and 

* be very high/ And again, *As many* 

* were aftoniflied at thee, (his vifage was fo* 

* marred more than any man, and his form 
' more than the fons of men,) fo ftiall he' 

* fprinkle 
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^rprinkle many nations^ the kings ihaU 
f ibot their mouths at him ; for that^ which 
' had not been told them^ (h^ll they fee, 

* and that, which they had not heard, (hall 
^ they confider/ The followjng 53d chapter 
defervcs yourtpoft ferious atteonon, where 
his J^nib-like fujfFerings and unmerited de^th 
a$ a traiafgr'efii^rj which he experienced at 
^he bands of your anceftors, who * defpifed 

* and efteemed him not,' are moA feelingly 
defcribed. This is the man, who after 
•• he was torm^ented for, " or on account 
^, the * tranfgreffions' of your ancef- 
tprs, Vbruifcd fpr,' (or on account of ) their 
'iniquities,' apdi * cjit off out of the land 
•o(f the living, faw hi? feed/ men embrace 
the divine religion he vras feat to teach, 
cpififequcntly ' faw of the travail of his foul 
'and was fttisfied ;' and * prolonged his 

* 4ay8' in confeqpence of his being raifed 
bgr God on the third day from the dead. * 
T,his is b?, of. wh'om it.is recorded in the' 
55th chapter, • 1/ Jehovah; 'have given* 

* him," David, or the Meffiah fo called af- - 
ter the name of his royal progenitor, ' for * 

* a witnefs 
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* a witncfs to the people, a leader and com- 
^ mander to the people/ This is * the re- 

* deemer, who/ (chap. lix. vierfc 20) * (hall^ 
^ come to Ziod dnd unto thein, that turn 

* from tranfgreffion in Jiacob, to give unto 

* them/ (chap. Ixi. verfc 3.) * beauty for 

* afi>es, the oil of joy for mourning, the 

* garmenj; of praife for the fpirit of heavinefs/ 
This is ' that righteous branch/ ( Jer. jcxiii* 
5, &c.) which Jehovah promifcd to 'r^ife 

* unto David/ that * King, who fliall reiga 
' and profper, and (hall execute judgment 

* and jiiftice in the earth j in his days Jut. 
^ dah (hall be faved, and Ifraei (hall dwelL 

* fafely ; and this is his ;jamc whereby he 
' fhall be called ijp^y nin» the Lord our 
' righteoufneffs,' ftiled alfo, ( Jer. xxx. 9.) 

* David, their king^ whom I,' the Lord 
their God, will 'raifeup unto them/ This, 
is that • one fhcpherd,' (Ezek.xxxiv.23,&c.V 

* whom I will fct over them, and he (hall 
*;feed them^ even my fcrvant David,', the, 
patronymic of the Meffiah, as before ob- 
fcrved, ' and I the Lord Will be their Qq^^ 
\and iiny fetvtot David,' the Mefliah, \a* 

V. ^ * prince 
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* prince among them/ Laftly, ^ tliis k that 

• one king,' (Ezek. xxxvii, 23, &c. who^ 

• Iball be king to them all/ both to Ifrael 
and Judah» when ' I will make them one 
' nation in the land upon the mountains of 

• Ifrael,' &c. &c. 

His ' kirtgdbm, prefigured in Nebuchad- 

I V 

^ nc22ar's dream, Daniel ii. 35. by 'aftone 
•that fmote the image, became a great 
< mountain^ and filled the whole earth, 

* fhall break in pieces and confume all 

• thefe kingdoms,' the four fucceflive great 
monarchies, the Babylonian, the Perfian, the 
Grecian, and the Roman, together with' 
the fcveral kingdoms, •into which this laft 
has-been divided, typified under the feveral' 
metals, * the gold, the filver,, the brafs, the 

* iron, and the clay/ whereof the faid vi-' 
fionary image was compofed, -and • • it fliair 
*'ftaod for ever,' tha.t is, to the end of 
the age of the Mefliah, as I formerly ob- 
fcrved. This is that ^ Son of Man,' of 
vrhom it is -recorded, Daniel vii. 13, &c. 
that * there was given him by the Ancient. 

* qF Days,' the Lord your God,-* Dominion, 

and 
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• and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 

• nations, and languages, fhould ferve him,, 

• his dominion is an cverlafting domi- 
' niort, &c. 

ft 

It fecms probable, that, though the chief 
feat of this kingdom fliall [be filled by the 

Mefliah himfelf at Jerufalem, rebuilt by 
the new name of * now mn» the Lord is 
there,' Ezek. chap, laft, ver, laft, under 
whom *out of Zion (hall go forth the 

• law, and the word of the Lord from 

• jpcrufalem,* Micah iv. 2. yet the reft 
of the kingdom fhall be portioned out 
by him among the faints of the Moil High, 
who fhall reign in fubordination to the 
Mefliah, over their rcfpedlivc apportion- 
ments : For in the 18th verfe of the fald 
chapter of Daniel it is predided, that 

• the faints of the Moil High fhall take 

• the kingdom and pofTefs the kingdom for 
^ ever/ See alfo the 22d and 27th verfes 
of the fame chapter qf DanieL 



Now '■ 



■> ^ *: 



( 162 ) 

Now this Son of Man, to whom this 
univerfal and everlafting kingdom is to be 
committed, is the fame with ' the moft 
holy,* mentioned in the 24th vcrfc of the 
9th chapter of Daniel, where it i$ faid^ 
that * fcventy weeks' of years, or a period of 
499 years, 'are determined upon thy 

• ppople,' &c. * to anoint the moft holy,' 
who m the following verfe, is ftilcd * the 

• MeiHah, the prince/ From the going 
forth . of the comniandment,' by Cyrus, 
king of Perfia, * to reftore and to build Jc=- 

• rufalem,' after ihc' Babylonifli captivity^ 

• unto the Meffiah the prince, fliall be fe- 

• vcn weeks' of years, * and threefcorc and 

• two weeks' of years^ Of him it is pre- 
dicted, in the next verfe, * (hall Meffiah be 

• cuk ofF/as he was by your miftaken anccf- 
tors, who delivered him into the hands of 
the Romans to be crucified. Hence, my 
Jewifli friends, you plainly fee, that the 
crucified Jefus Ben-Jofeph of the Chriftians, 
was your Meffiah, the future king of Ifrael 
when converted to a faith in him ; when 
Hofea iii. 5. * the children of Ifrael fhall 

return 
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^ return^ and feck the Lord their God» and 

* David .their king/ Jefus the Mefliah, *and 
' fhall fear the Lord their God and his 

* goodnefs, in the latter days/ His birth" 
at Bethlehem recorded by the evangelifl: 
Luke is foretold in Micah v. 2« 'Out of 
' thee, Bethlehem Euphratah, (hall he 

* come forth unto me, that is to be ruler 
' in Ifrael.* And, verfe 4, • he Ihall ftand 

* and feed/ of rule, ' in the ftrength of tha 

* Lol'd, in the majefty of the name of the 

r 

^ Lord his God, and they,' Ifrael, ^ fhall 
' abide ; for now (hall he be great unto the 

* ends of the earth ; and this man fhall be 
' the peace,' &c. This is he, of whom it 

• • 

is thus prophefied by Haggai ii. 7. * the 

* defire of all nations fhall come," and I will 

* fill this houfe/ the fccond temple * with ' 

* glory,' with the glory of the prefence of 
the defire of all nations, the prince of 
peace, fpre-fignified by the prophet Zecha- 
riah, as I have repeatedly obferved, undec 
the title of * the man, whofe name is 

* the branchy* and my fcrvant the branch, the 
great branch of David, '^the rod from' 

M Mhc 
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^ the ftcm of Jcffc, the IrancK out of 
^ his roots/ according to Ifaiah* s^ He (hall 

* build/ Zcch. vi. 12, &c. / the temple 
' of the Lord, and he (hall bear the glory, 

* and (hall (it and rule upon his throne, and 

* he (hall be a pried: upon his throne/ 

« 

The next prophetical pafTage, which 

plainly relates to the Mefliah, is contained 
in Zech. ix. 9. * Rejoice, greatly, O 

* daughter of Zion, (hout O daughter o£ 

* Jerufalcm, behold thy king comcth ua-, 
^ to thee: he is juft and having falvation, 

* lowly, and riding upon an.a(s, and upoa 

* a colt the foal of an afs/ Now this pro- 
phecy was fulfilled, when Jefus rode on 
an af« into Jerufalem, as* related by Luke 
in his 19th chapter. 

■• 

In Zech. xi. 12. *And I faid unto them, 

* if ye think good, give me my price ; 
^ and if not forbear ; fo they vy^eighed for 

* my price thirty pieces of filver,* Jehpvah 
fpeaks in his own name, as though your 
miftaken anceftors fold him for thirty 
pieces of filver. But the meaning evidently 

is. 



( i65 ) 

i$, that^ as they bartered Jefus^ the Mefliah^ 
to Judas, according to Matthew's Gofpcl, 
for that Aim of money^ God regarded their 
felling Chrift his mefTenger^ as felling God 
who fent hini. With this price, as the 
fame evangelift delates, they purchafed ^ the 

* potter's field/ an event, which verified the 
prediction contained in the following verfe 
of Zecharlah, * and the Lord faid unto me, 

* caft it unto the potter, a goodly price, 

* that I was prized at of them : And I took 

* the thirty pieces of filver, and caft them 
^ to the potter in the-hotife of the Lord/ 

The fame prophet afiures us the tinut 
will come, when Zech* xii. lo, * they,' 
the converted Jews, ' fhall look upon me,* 
my Mefiiah, at his fecond comings ^ whom 
'■ they/ your unbelieving anceftors, * have 
^ pierced / and * they ihall mourn for him, 

' as one mourneth fbr his only fon, and 

* (hall be in bitternefs for him, as one 

< that is in bitternefs for his iirft-born ; * 
^ In that day (hall there be a great mourn- 
^ irfg in Jerufalem,' &c. The pa^t of the 

M z , prophecy. 
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prophecy^ vi^hich relates to the adt of the 
piercing, was accompli{hed when your an« 
ceftors pierced the fide of the crucified Je- 
fus with the fpcar of the Roman foldier. 
Sec John xix. 34, for, though the Roman 
foldier pierced him, yet, as this was done 
in common with his other fufFerings, i n 
confequencc of their delivery of him into 
the hands of the Roman Governor, Pilate, 
and their importunate requeft to that go- 
vernor to crucify him, it is moft truly af- 
ferted, that they pierced him. 

Zechariah xiii, 7. prefents us with the 
next pafiTage, which has a reference to the 
Meffiah, 'Awake, O fword ,againft my flhep- 

* herd, and againfl the man that is my fel- 
:* low, faith the Lord of Hofts ; Smite the 

* ihepherd and the flock (hall be fcattered/ 
This prophecy was fulfilled by its corrc- 
fpondent event, when Jefus Chrift was cru- 
cified, and his flock, his difciples, difperfed 
in confequence of their lofs of their paf« 
tor in him their matter • It would be ab- 
furd to fuppofc, ^ that Jehovah here calls 

him his 'fellow,' in a metaphyfical fenfc, as 

though 
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though he were equal to himfcif, the Su- 
preme Being, in point of eflcnce, and of 
the incommunicable attributes of Deity : 
But Chrift might be faid to be his fellow, 
or equal with God, in a rational fenic, 
as co-operating with God in the great work 
of man's falvation, by being faithful to God,, 
who anointed or appointed him to preach 
his will to mankind, or as being empowered 

by God to work miracles in atteftation to 
the truth of his divine commiilion. 

With refpeft to the following words, 
Zech. xiv. 4. ' And his feet fhall ftand in 
' that day upon (;he Mount of Olives,* it 
appears to me uncertain whether this be a 
mode of expreffion, importing that the 
glory of the Lord God, or a fymbolic lu- 
minous manifcftation of his prefence, fhall 
reft on this mount, or whether the Meffiah 
in perfon (hall defeend from heaven on the 
mount ; but I rather think the former, 
though probably accompanied with the de- 
fcent of the latter, as it is evident from Luke, 
both in his Gofpel, and in his narrative cS 
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the AAfi of the ApofUes, that Jefus aC- 
cended from that mount into heaven, and 
efpecially as it is declared in the 1 1 th verfe 
of the I ft chapter of the Adls> that * this 
^ fame Jefus^ which is taken up from you 

* into heaven> (hall fo come in like man- 

* ncr, as ye have fcen him go into heaven/ 
This feems to allude to the commencement 
of the perfonal reign of the Meiliah^ agree^ 
ably to the exprefs prophecy in Daniel vii. 
13, 14. ' behold one> like the Son of man, 
' came with the clouds of heaven, and came 

* to the Ancient of Days, and th«y brought 
^ him near before him ; and there was given 
^ him dominion,' &c. 

Laftly, in Malachi iii. i. the Mefliah is 
ftilcd • the Meffcnger of the Covenant;* 
and I hope, my Jewifh friends, you will 
not grudge the pains to bellow a ferious 
thought on the obvious meaning of the 

preceding large affcmblagc of paffages, ex* 
traded from God's prophecies to your an- 
ceftprs* They fccm to me decifive of this 
great point, that the crucified Jcfus was 

your 
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your promifed MefHah. If you fhould be 
hap^ly convinced of this incon lettable 
truths and, in confequence of your con- 
vidtion, acknowledge him as fuch by em- 
bracing Chriftianity, 1 here repeat my in- 
tention^ to accompany you, with God's per- 
ttiiffiout in your return to your own landj 
nay, if but a thoufand of you can be col^ 
Icdled together, whether Britifli, German, 
or other Jews, who are from the heart con- 
vinced that this Jefus was your Mefliah, 
and you fhould want a leader among your 
own people, to bring you back to your owa 
land, I think you will find me ready to un- 
dertake the office, truding in my God for 
thefuccefs of the enterprize, in that God of 
your fathers, Jehovah, the Lord your God, 
the ohe fupreme Lord God of heaven and 
earthi who has promifed not to forfake you, 
but to remember his promife to Abraham, 
that he would give you the land of Canaan 
as an heritage for ever, and that ^in his 
^ feed all the nations of the earth fhall be 
• blefl:/ But it is neceflary, you fhould in- 
dulge me with evident proofs of your con- 
v^rfion, before I engage in it. 

* M 4 Now 
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Now this crucified Jefus, or Savior, your 
Chrift or Meffiah, whom you ftill * dcfpifc/ 
whom your nation ftill *abhorrcth/ forc- 
faw by that fpirit of prophecy, which God 
had given him, that ybur anceftors :would» 
in confequence of their rejedlion and cruci- 
fixion of him, he punished with that figrial 
deftrudtion of their city and temple by 
Titus, fo feelingly and minutely recorded 
by your own faithful hiftorian, Jofephus, 
and with that diiperfion into all lands of 
thofe, who efcaped from the fword, pef- 
tilence, and famine, which is continued in 
you their pofteiity to this viery hour, a 

ftanding miraculous proof of the Mefliah- 
fhip of Jefus, 

. But how did this companionate Savior 
conduft himfelf in confequence of his fore- 
Icnowledge of events fo tragical and difaf- ^ 
trous to his miftaken countrymen? He 
did not infult over Jcrufalem with bitter 
taunts. No, he wept over it, and expref- 
fed his grief in the tendereft accents of heart-^ 
felt lamentation, Luke xiii. 34, 35. *0 Je-p 

'falem! 
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* rufalcm ! Jerufalem ! which killcft the 
^ prophets, and ftoncft them who are fcnt 
« unto thee, how oft*n would I have ga- 
< thered thy children together, as an hen 

* doth gather her • brood under her wings, 

* and ye would not ? Behold, your houfc is 

* left unto you defolate: and verily I fay unto 

* you ye ihallnot fte me, until the time 

* come, when ye ihall fay, blefled is he, who 

* cometh in thevname of the Lord/ And 
again, Luke xix. 41, &c. * and when he,' 
Jcfus, * was come near, he beheld the city, 
Jerufalem, * and wept over it, faying, *If 

* thou hadft known, even thou, at Icaft in 

* this thy day, the things which belong unto 

* thy peace, but now they are' hid from 

* thine eyes. For the days fhall come upon 

* thee, that thine enemies (hall caft a trench 

< about thee, and compafs thee rounds 
« and keep thee in on every fide, and 

* fliall lay thee even with the ground, and 
^ thy children within thee ; and they fhall 

* not leave in thee one ftone upon another, 

< becaufe thou knewcft not the time of thy 

* vifitation/ ^ 

But 
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But let us tarn our eyes from thli me- 
lancholy prophecy, which was fulfilled m 
the fiege and overthrow of Jerufalem to its 
very foundations, about forty years after it 
was delivered by Jefus the Mefllah, and con- 
template that glorious! fcene of things, and 
happy change, which will take place in 
your condition, when you (hall caft off your 
unbelief, and unequivocally acknowledge 
the crucified Jefus to be your Mefliah ; that 

« 

Jhnt^ whereof the prophet Ifaiah xxviii i6. 
fptaks, * thus faith the Lord God, behold, 

* i lay in Zion for a foundation a (lone, a 

* tried ftone, a precious corner ftone, a fure 
^ foundation : He that belie veth (hall not 

* make hafte,' or be confounded ; tbat^onc, 
which, the prophetic Pfalmift, Pfalm cxviii. 
22. thus defcribes, * the ftone which the 

* builders,* your unbelieving anceftors, 're- 

* fufcd, is become the head of the corner,* 
tbat Jlone, which proves, according to Ifaiah 
viii. 14.^ * a ftone of ftumbling, and a rock 

* of offence,* as well to you, as to them, fo 
long as, in the words of the apoftle Peter, 
I Peter ii. 8.x* ye ftumble at the word' of 

prophecy, * being difobedient thereto/ 

Npw 
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Now the great and precious promifess 
which God has in ftorc for you, on your 
converfion to the faith of Chrift, arc fa 
well defcribed in an admirable feledlion p( 
a variety of paffages fro^ your own prophet 
cies, contained in a little tradt, intitled *-4 

* Treafife of the future Reftoration of the, ' 

* Jews and Ifraelites to their own land^ 
that I (hall leffen my labors greatly, by 
giving you copious extrads from it. It was 
printed in the year 1 747, was given me by 
a friend in the year 176 1, and I believe is 
now become very fcarce. As the anonymous 
author of the treatifc imputes^ in general 
terms, your prefeht difperfion to * the con- 

* fequence and effeft of the iniquities and 

* difobedicnce of your fathers/ alledging, 
that, * on account of their great wickodnefs 

* they were delivered into the hands of the 

* Romans/ and is wholly filent in rcfped: to 
their particular fin, in rejecting and cruci-* 

fying the Mefiiah, I apprehend it to have 
been written by fome learned Jew. However, ' 
as we agree in a main point, that ^ God 
^ has promifed to give you the MefEah to 

* reign oyer yoii at Jerufalcm, whofe king-^ 

^ domk 
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* dom (hall be an cverlafting ftingdqm of 
^ rightcoufncfs and peace^ and in thie laft 

* ages be eftabliflied over the, whole earth/ 
I fliall not fcruple to profit by the labors of 
thij fuppofed unknown worthy Ifraelite,: 

, The whole of the treatife is worthy to be 
reprinted at the joint expence of your 
wealthy brethren. That I may not fwell 
this work to an immoderate fize, I (hall but 
fcldom cite the prophetic paflagcs at length, 
produced by this writer, but refer you to 
them, omitting a repetition of fimilar paf- 

. fages for the fake of brevity, which indeed 
I have confulted in all my former citations 
from the Jewi(h and Chriftian Scriptures* 

• The only reftoration,' to their own 

Iand,J>e obferves, * any of the Ifraelites have 

had, was only a partial one, confifting of 

the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 

and that only from Babylon, by Cyrus, 

which lies eaft of their land : Whereas, 

this, (the full and final rcftoration,) is to 

. be a rctii^rn iof the children of Ifrael, and 

therefore moft probably of all the twelve 

t.ribes, from the north, and from all the 
' * lands;i 
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* lands^ wherein they are dlfperfed/ See 
Jeremiah xvi, 14, 15. The** prophecy 
alfo/ of Ezckiel, xx. 33 to 39. plainly re- 

* lates to a future period ;' for the parti- 
culars therein mentioned,fuch as *thc bring- 

* ing of the Lfraelites out of the countries 

* wherein they are fcattered in fo diftinguifh- 
\ ing a manner, the pleading with them in 

* the wildcrnefs face to face, in their paf- 
' fage up to their land, and the deftroying of 

* all the wicked am^ng them, imply fuch a 

* rcftoration, and attended with fuch cir- 
' cumftances, as have never yet been known* 

* And that this prophecy relates to all the ^ 

* twelve tribes, appears from what follows, 

* where God declares, he will bring them 

* into the land of Ifrael, and that in Jbis 

* Bo/y mountain^ or at Mount Zion, iktre 
"^JhaUall the hbufe of IfraeljiYizi is the twelve 

* txihts^ ferve him, Ezekiel xx. 40 to 45. 

« ...» 

•But ftill for a faf thcr proof of the future 
f reftoration of all the twelve tribes, let us 
J proceed to fome other prophecies, and let 
:* it be remembered, that,^ as the lfraelites, 

for t^n tribe s, have had no return, iince 
/ : . tljey 
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they were firfl: driven out of the land, there* 
fore wherever the reftoration of Ifrael is 
mentioned^ it mufl relate to a future pe« 
riod. And, as the Jews,- or the two tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin, have had only a 
return from Babylon, which lies eaft of 
their country, fo wherever the reftoration 

of Jadah is fpoken of, z,%from the norths 
and from all the countries^ wherein they are 
fcattered; this mufl: alfo be flill future. 
(Note, 'by Judah is meant the two tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin^ which' are com- 
xnpnly called Jews ; and by Ifrael^ or 
Ephraim, the ^xhtt ten tribes j but where- 

ever we find all the boufe of IfraeU or# the 
whole boufe of Ifrael^ or, all the families of 
Ifraeh or, the children of Ifrael, ^c. there 
all the twelve^tribes mufl, £ think, be un<- 
der flood.) Lol the days come f faith the 
Lord, that I will bring again the captivity 
Ifrael and Judah, and I will cdufe them to 
return -to ^ the land that I gave to their 
fathers, and they Jhall pojfefs it. After 

this, he fay*, he will multiply them, anil 
mak^ them glorious, that they ihall \it 

his people, and he will be their God ; 

but 
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•'but denounces his anger againft the wlck- 

* ed, and then adds, in tbi latter days ye 
*JhaUconJiderit.]ctcvsi\9.\i xxx. 3, 18 to* 
'the end; 

• By another prophet God declares, ho 

* will not utterly dcftroy the houfe of Ja- 
^ cob^ but that all tbe finners among them 
•-fliall die by the edge of the fwofd j that he 
< Mirill ,brijig : agaio; the captivity of hii 
^ .people Ifrael, that is, will reflore them to 
♦their own land, and they jQiall build their 
^waftc cities, and be bleft with great 
•plenty; and' then -affures them, tbeyjhall 

* nb mor^ be pulled up out of their Umdi 

* Amps jx. 8. to the cndy whicfe plainly 

* dptermines thiis to be; a yet future reftora- 

* tion, as they will never be rooted out of 

* the land any mpre. 

» • And thus, God having by Hofea fore- 
^told,. that the children of Ifrael fhould 
^ abide many days without a king or a prince^ 
f\aad without a facrifice, &c. as has beeri 
^^ the cafe wit]i them for feveral ages, aftd 

^ ftiir continues to be at this time, yet he 

* immediately 
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' immediately adds, qfterwardx JbdU the 

* children oflfrael return^ andfeek the L$rd 

* their God, and David their king^:ttxztn%. 

* the Meffiah, and Jhall fear the Lard^ ani 

* his goodnefs in the latter days, Hofea iii. 

: * So alio in Jeremiah xxiii. 5 to 9, we' 

* have another ptbmife, that God will re- 

* ftorfc the feed of JfraeJ, that is, the 

* twelve tribes, that this return ihall bef 

* from the' north, as well as from all other 

* paris, . and that a branch of David, that ir 

* the Meffiah, {hall reign over them with 
\ rightcoufnefs and equity; hone of which' 
' thidgs have ever yet been fulfilled^ -and 
1 therefore .rnuft relate to a futute period. 

* And again, Ifaiah,fpeaking of thegreat-^ 
« nefs and excellency of this king, and of 
\ the peaceaUlc, ancj happy tinaes, l[hat will 

\ flourifli.ir> the :Wo>rld' uader his:govern'* 
^ ment, tp whom even the Gentiles ; iball 

* feek^ ad^s, it jhall come to pafs in tbat4^i 

* tba^, the Lord Jhall fet his hand again, : d 
^ fecond time, to recover the remnant tf^ his 

'people. 
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* people, which Jhall be left : And be Jhalt 
' iojjmble the outcafis of IfraeU and gather 

* together the dijperfed of Judahfrom the four 

* corners of the earth. Ifaiahchap. xi* 

* But, the more fully to confirm the cer- 

* tainty of a future reftoratioa of all the 

* Ifraclites, let us confider the glorious and 

* happy times, when the Meffiah fhall reign 
' over them at Jerufalem. which cannot be 

^ accomplifhed, till they are reftored to 

* that land* And here I would obferve, 

* that, as the prophegies relating to Babylon, 

' to Egypt, to Tyre, &c. and many of 

* thofe relating to the Jews, as their capti- 

* vity by Nebuchadnezzar, their reftoration 

• • • 

* by Cyrus after feventy years, their de- 

* ftru(ilion by Titus, and prefent difperfion, 

* &c. have been literally fulfilled j fo wc 

* have the fame reafoa to conclude, that 

* all the reft of the prophecies, concerning 

* the ftatc of the Ifraelites, yet unfulfilled, 

* will be alfo as literally accomplifhed, and 
^ among them thofe contained in Ifaiah 
*xlix. 22. Ix, \xu Ixvi. 12, i8, 20. and 

N * Jeremiah 
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Jeremiah iii, 17, 18. God aiTures thom^ 
Ezekiel xxxvii. 19. he will take Ephraim 
with the tribes of Ifrael his companions, 
and will join them with Jadah and his 

companions, and then adds in verfes 22, 
24 to 27, / ivill make them one nation upon 
the mountains of Ifrael i afid one kin^ fays 

he ^ Jhall be king to them all, and they Jhall 

« * 

no mote be two nations^ and I^ avid my 

fervant; that is the Meffiah, ^ Jhall be 
king over them. H hey pall alfo walk in my 

judgments y and objervemy Jiatutes,, and do 
them ; and they Jhall dwell in the land that 
I gave unfo Jacob my ferviinty • whetetn 

your fathers have dwelt ^ and they Jhall dwell 
therein y even they and their children^ and 
their childrens children^ for ever^ and my 

fervant David Jhall be their prince for ever. 
Moreover y 1 will make a covenant of peace 
with theniy it Jhall Be an everlajiing cove-^ 
nant with them^ and I will place them^ and 
multiply ihemy and will Jet myfanStuary in 

m 

the midji of them for evermore ; yea I will be 
their God, and they Jhall be my people. Here 

we have a full predidion of a reftoration 

-* of 



* of the twelve tribes to their owfiknd,. ami 
^ of fuch a haj^y ftate and condition in if, 
^ irader the Mc£iah>.^Sr has never yet been 

* acconiplifhed* 

* ... 

^ We will how conclude this head With a 

* fliort vicjv of .the nine laft chapters of 

* E^ekiel> which relate to the fi^me fubjeft* 
.^ Tbe.prophet is brought, in the vifion, in». 

A to- the hnd of Ifrael, and fet. on . a very 
' bighinQtintain,. where he fees an houfeor 
''temple, c the; particjular dimenfions and 
^ meaftires pf whiqjirare given to bimi and 

f:hj Which we r find it, in .fqme refpeflis^ 

* ta he difiereint J&'om Solomon's temple> 

* then lately .deilra3rbd*(EaekieJl-;?fL:il K> o^d 
^40;. It is . to.be: ibiiiU, not iip^t>nf Mq^t 

* Mqriah,where S&l^flipn's. andZerubb^bers 

' W^re^i but upJan/Moiint Zioji,. whj^ch ia 

* called God's holyiiAouritain, .on .Hvhich ho 
< will dwclL Thus.Micah W., 7* r ipeakisg 
*'^ the future happy times, hy%»*Xb€-Lord 
^^Jh all reign over them in Mount Zion frm 

* henceforth even for ever. And Joel iii. 17^ 

* ^^\i Jo jhall ye know^ that I dm the Lard 

N 3 * your 
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* your Godf dweiling in Zion^ wy holy mounr 
' tain. Now^ as Ezekiel xliii. i, to lo. and 

* xliv. I to 5. tells us, the glory of God 

* will rciide in the futurp temple, it mufl: 
^ confequently be built upon this mount, 

* the highcfl hilf in Jerufalcm.* This glory 
is there defcribed as •entering in at the 

* eaft gate into the houfe, to dwell therefor 

* ever: And fome rules and diredtions arc 

* given to the priefts concerning their futurft 

* offerings. Ezekiel xliii. 13. to the end, 

* and chap. xliv. and xlv. 13. to the end^ 
' afid chapter xlvi. The Tfraelites are alfo 

* commanded to divide the land into thirteeii 

* parts, one of which is to be an oblation or 
^ holy portion unto the Lordj with the 

* lands belonging to their prince or head on 

* each fide of it. The other twelve parts 

* are to be given to the twelve tribes, who 

* are to inhabit the land very differently 

* from what they have ever done yet ; feven 

* 6f the tribes being to dwell north of this 
•oblation, and the other, five fouth of it. 

* Ezekiel xlviii. i to 8. 23 to 30. For in 

* this divifion of the land Dan is to have all 

'the 
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^ the northern* and Gad all the fouthem 

* parts of the whole land ; whereas, in the 

* diviiion by Jofh'ua, Aflier and Napthali 
^ were the mof): northern tribes on this fide 
' of Jordan, and Judah the moft fouthern, 
^ while Reuben, Gad, and one half of the 
^ tribe of ManaiTeh had all the land on the 

* other fide of Jordan. Slec Jofliua chap. xv. 

* 16, 17, 18, and 19. A circumftance 
this, * which,' with other differences in the 
two divifions of the land, particularly that 
of the oblation, which has never yet been 
laid out, ' plainly determines this prophe- 

* cy to a future period, and that twelve tribes 

* will be reftored at the time of the fulfil- 

* mcntof it, 

'-The oblation is to be a fquare of 2500© 

* cubits on each fide. We have ufed the 

* word cubits inftead of reeds, in our Eng- 

* lifti tranflation of Ezekiel xlv. i, 2. and 

* xlviii. 8, &c.' there being no word in 
the original an fwering either to the oq'e or 
the other.' * Otherwife, as the reed was^v 

* cuiits long, by that fort of cubit, which is 

N 3 ' t&e 
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^ the cubit and a band-breadtb, the greqt 
^ cubit f or twenty inches and tljree quarters, 

* the oblation would be a fquare of near ' 

* forty-nine miles on fevery fide, which is 

* near one eighth part of the whole lan<i ; 
*i.To which add the prince's portion on the 

* caft and weft fides, and what little rooni 
^ would remain for the twelve tribes, and 

* yet fcvcn of them arc to dwell north, 

^ and five fouth of it, ' And farther, the 

* city within the walk would he above 
^ eight miles and three quarters on each fide, 

^ or above ihirty-five mtles round. For 

* thefe reafons, we choofe to undprftaod 

* the meafurement by cubits inftead of 
^ reeds, as the Septuagint reads it, in Eze-» 

* kicl xlii. 17, 2Q. and even ftill the city 

* will be larger than ever it has bqcn yet, 

* bci;ig/ in this cafe, ' within the walls 
^ 18000 cubits, or 45 furlongs round,' 
that is five miles and five furlongs 5 * where-* 
^ as it was formerly but thirty-three fur-^ 
^ longs round,'or four nailcs and one fqrlong, 

^ See Jofephus, War, b, 5, ch, 4^ 

The 
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The oblation then, or holy portion to the 
Lord, is to be a fquare of 25000 cubits on 
each fide ^ of which 25000 in length, and 
^ IQOOQ in breadth, are to be given to the 

* priefts for their habitations, and the houfe, 

* or temple of God i$ to be in it. Another 

* part of the oblation, of the fame dimen- 
^ lions with that of the priefts, is to be 

* given to the Levites for their poffcffion ; 

* and the remainder, being 25000 cubits 

* long, ?ind 5000 broad, is for the, city and 
'^ fuburbs, with lands adjoining, in the fol- 

* lowing manner. Ezekiel xlv. t to 7. and 

* xlviii. 8 to 2i.Tbe9ityis to be built ibur- 

* fquare, 4509 cubits on every fide, having 

* twelve gates, three on each fide, to be call- 

* ed after the names of the twelve tribes of 
^ Ifrael ; and t^e fuburbs are to extend 250 
< cubits farther every way, making the city 

* in all 5009 cubits on each fide« Ezekiel 
^ xlviii. 1 6, 17, 30, to the end. And the re- 

* mainder,beingiooQQ cubits long, and 5000 

* broad, on the eaft of the city, and the 

* fame quantity of land lying weft of it, rs 
5 to fupply the inhabitants of the city with 

N 4 ^ food. 
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» 

' food. Ezekiel xlviii. i8. Now all the 
« land that lies eaft of the whole oblation, 

* quite to the river Jordan, and all that lies 

* weft of it, to the Great Sea,' the Mediter- 

* rancan, * is to be given to their prince or 

* head, whom the Ifraelites (hall choofe at 
< the time of their future rcftoraiion* Ezek. 

* xlv. 7, 8. and xlvi. 16, 17, 18. and xlviii* 
^ 21, %2. Hofeai. u. 

< Thisprince or head feems to be one of the 

* defcendents of David, and this large portion 

* of land allotted him, confiding of between 

* 3 and 400000, acres, will be a fufficient 

* eftate, without laying any taxes on the 

* people, to fupport his rank and flation, 

* and to fupply him with plenty of cattle 

* for the many offerings he is commanded to 

* provide at the fcafts, &c. Out of this 

* eftate he is alfo to give an inheritance to 

* all his pofterity, who are to have no other 

* poffeffions any where elfe. When the 

* Meillah comes as the king or prince of 

* the Ifraelites, this prince of the feed of 

* David will {li.U , probably continue their 

^ irhief head under tbe'Meffiah, 

iWe 
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* We arc farther affurcd, that the city 

* will be fo highly favored by God^ as to be 

* called^' as I have repeatedly remarked, 

' by a new name^ now mn» ^'^ '^^ X(?r^ is 

* /i6^r^, tp fhew ^ his continual prefence, 

* and his glory rcfiding there ; that a fpring 
^ fhall rife in the houfe, or temple of God, 
^ which continually increafing in its depth, 

* as it runs along, (hall foon become a river, 
' not to be forded, running eaftward into 

* the dead or eajl-fea^ whofe fait and nau- 

* feous waters fhall be rendered fwect and 

* wholefome by it, and abound with great 
^ multitudes of fi(h of various forts ; and 

* that on, the banks of this river there fliall 

* grow trees, which (hall produce new 

* fruit every month for food, while their 
^ leaves fhall be ufed as medicine, to cure 

* the diforders of the body. Ezekiel xlvii. 
' I to 13. 

* Thefe particulars are fo very different 

* from the pafl or prefent flate of this land, 
^ that they mufl plainly relate to a future 

* period, when the twelve tribes of Ifrael 

' will 
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* will be .reftored to this country again. 
•For, fine© Ezekiel's time, . the glory of 

* God has never rcfided in their temple j 

* neither have the twelve tribes ever inha^ 

■ t 

* bited the Jand, according to fhe afprcfaid 

* divifion of it, nor has the city of Jerufa- 

* lem ever beea built in the form aforcfaid, 
^ neither has the |ioly oblation yet been las4 

* out as diredlcd in EzekieFs prophecy, nor 

* has this river ever yet rifen in the temple, 
^ or healed th? dead, or eaft fea, whofe 

* waters ^r« ftill fait to the higheft degree, 
^ and extremely bitter and n^ufeous, fo that 
^ fev^ or no fifli can live in it. See Maun- 

* drcirs Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem^ 
^ ^d edition, p. 84,; 

^ If it be afked, what is become of thp 
^ ten tribes, iince we have fo full a prcdic* 
^ tion of their future reftoration, as well as 

* of the Jews, and yet there are very few if 
f any in tjhefe parts,* the countries, of 
Europe, *bvit thp tribes,of JpdahandBen*! 
^jamin, cwith fome Leyites ? I anfwcr^^ 
,^ that wh^-the .king of Aflyria rooted the 

^ tea 



( i89 ) 

ten tribes out of the larnJ, he placed thcin 
beyond the livcr Euphrates, and in tho 
cities of the Mcdes, z Kingi xvii, 6* And 
as we ftiU find* there are many, who, ?H 
this time, obferve the laws of Mofes, ii\ 

or near the northern part of the ancient; 

« 

Media, not far from Derbent, near the 
Cafpian Sea, whq at this time live in the 
mountains there, it fecms probable that 

the defcendcnts of the ten tribes continue 
there to this day. 



^ Having (hewn, that the twelve tribes of 
^ Ifrael will be certainly once more reftored 
^ to their own land, we are, in the next 

* pUce, toconfider the manner of it. Now, 
**Upon comparing the prophecies together, 
^ which relate to this fubje<ft, the beftjudge-i 
.' ment we can make is, that fome command-* 

* ment will go forth, but of whom it is 

* not faid, to caufe them to return fron^ 

* their prefent difperfion, and to build Je** 

* rufalem ; that only part of the Jews, and 

* perhaps alfo fome of the ten tribes will 
< go up at iirft j; but it is probable, that 

Mhc 
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* the peace and fafety* in which thefe (hall 
' dwell there, with the accounts of their 

* progrcfs in building their city, &c. will 

* invite others to follow continually ; that 

* fomc years after their return, the Turks 

* will invade them with a vafl: army^ and 

* dcftroy great numbers of them, but that 

* God will then intcrpofe and preferve the 

* remainder of them, and deftroy their 
^ enemies, and that then the MeHiah (hall 

* come as their prince or king. The news 
' of this terrible deftrudtion of fo numerous 

* an army of their enemies, and of the 

* Mefliah> refiding at Jerufalem, will caufc 

* the kings of the earth to feek out all the 

* remainder of the Jews and Ifraelites, which 

* ihall continue among the nations, and to 

* fend them up to their own land with 

* great glory and honor, when many of the 

* Gentiles will go along with them to pay 

* their homage in pcrfon to the MefEah. 

* Thus the intire reftoration of the Jews and 

* Ifraelites will be feme time in perfedting. 

* How far the prediftions relating to the 

^ troubles and affliftions they are to go 

* through 
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« through, both before their return, and 

* alfo in the wiWernefs, in their pafJagc up 
^ thither, will be fulfilled at the time of 

* their firft going up, we cannot pretend to 

* determine. 

* If,* continues the author, * the follow-^ 
*4ng prophecy of Daniel ix. 25/ infieadof 
pointing to the Jirji coming of the Mejftab^ 
as I have fuppofed^ ^relate to thefe times, 

* know alfo and underfl^nd, that from the 

* g^ing forth of the commandment ^ to caufe. to 

* return^ and to build Jerttfalem, unto the 
^.Meffiah the prince, fhall he, f even weeks i 
^ fo it fhould be tranflated, then, if wo 

* reckon a day for a year, (fee Numbers xiv* 
« 34. Ezekiel iv. 4, 5, 6, 7, &c.) it wiM 
' be forty-nine years from the going forth 
< of t|iis commandment for their return to 
^ the coming of the Meifiah as their prince. 
'From whom this commandment will go 
^ forth for. their return is very uncertain. 

* Since, fays Sir Ifaac Newton, * the com^ 

* mandment to return and to huild Jerufalem^ 

* precedes th^ Mejiaby the prince, forty-^nine, 

• years. 
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^ years f it may perhaps €$me forth y mi from 
' the Jeios themf elves ^ hut from fome other 

* kingdom friendly to them, and precede their 

* return from captivity , and give occafion to 

* //. Sec Newton on the prophecies^ page 

*i32> ^33> and 134. 

* Now the 50th ycaf was always thfe Jobf* 
.' Ice, when every one retu^;ned to their owiii 
»* poileflionsj at the end of which, they be* 

* gan again to fow and plaht for fix years j 
f then the fev^nth was a fabb^th, or year. of 
^ t'cft, to the .iand> and aftef icvcn fuch 

* fabbaths, the jubilee year began agaiir^ 
5 And the coming of the MfelSiah as the 
.^prince of the Ifraeli^es feenis td bt at the 
f beginning of tha firft Jubileit/bciQg at thfc 
*.eod of forty--ni tie years af|er;th&rr retiufc^ 
^5 and indeed what pan be a more propar 
.^period for the beginning of a jubilee, thaft 

* when' the mgn €f the Mcfliah uponeatfb, 

* as- the king of the Ifraeiites begins ? •. ^ 

,. « Nov^r that; this coming ©f the Meffiah 

^ will be at the time of this deftrudion of 

• the 
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^ the Turks, aAd that the return of the teft 
f of the childfdA of i Ifrael will immedi^ 

* ately fuccecd his . codling, Wfc (hall en* 

^ deavour 10 fhew in its proper place« ' 

* Let u% jtiow efiqi^ir^ imto .their flate and 
^ condition blithe land, fl-om theticneof 

* their firft going up thither, titl the Tilrfes 
^ come agaihfl them. And. here wis .fifid» 

^ they will dwell at eaie, in peace and plotftjs 

* in fafety and fecurity, incrdaiing ift go()d^ 

* cattle and riches : For Ezekiel xxxviii. 8^. 
•- lb, u. In tbi Utter idU^s '4hm Jhalt dome 
'^' into the knd, &c. &c. addreffeng hiiftfcff 

* lb their fenemics, at the time of their fir- 

f ttire invafion of this country, and billing 
^ them by the hame of Gog, by whicli wfe 

^ fliall hereafter (hew the Ttirksare-mcdhi, 

* delivers a predidion of thd (hiteo^tfatlf- 

* raelites at that- tim6. 'They Will dwell it 
•'^ reft and in fifety, having no fortified dr 

ft 

* even walled towns, exccp^t perhaps Je- 
^ rufalemV '' 
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* And what fccms farther to^confirm their 

* peaceable and happy ilate, and that they 

* will be blefl with plenty and profperity 
^ during thi^ period^ is the riches they ihall 

* be poffeft of at the time of Gog*s invafion 
'* of the laad.: For thus the prophet goes 
^ on, fpeaking to Gog, and telling him^ 

* that his dcfign will be to take a f^oiU and 

* to take a frey^ to turn bis hand upon the 

* defolate places^ which are naw inhabitedJix^Q. 
^ &c. Ezekiel xxxviii. 12V 13* 



/ 



* Add to this another argument for their 
peace and quiet during this period, I nie^n 
the neceflity of it, in order to fettle their 
ftate, to build their villages,, and the city 
of Jerufalem, with the temple, in the man^ 
ner God has directed them by EzekieL 

Thefe things, we think, they will begin 
upon immediately after their return, but 
will require many years peace and quiet 
to complete and finifli. And as their 
numbers will probably be very confi- 
derable, and the Turks will be engaged 
ipi wars with an eaftern and northern 

* power. 
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* power, as we (hall ftiew hereafter, fo thiJ 

* feems to be one reafon why the Turks 

* will not molcft or difturb them for fo many 
' years/ 

The author then proceeds td confidcr 

their future civil ftate and government af- 

> 

ter their reftoration, which, he fays, will 
referable the original civil conftitation of 
the Ifraelites, ^ as fettkd by Mofes, accord-- 
' ing to the comflniand of God,' aconfti- 
tUtion ' excellently and wifely adapted to 

* make the whole nation happy, to prefervc 
^ liberty and property, and to prevent am* 

* bition, pride, and luxury,* by an equal 

diviiion of the land among them, continued' 
to their pofterity by unalienable poiTcflion. 
Hfe admits, however, this difference be^* 
tween their former and future political ftate^ 
namely, *that they will then,* at their 
reftoration, * appoint themfelves one head, 

* or prince, to be their chief judge and' 
^ governor, till the coming of the Mefliah ; 

* and who will then alfo probably continue 

* their chief head under him. The power 

O *of 
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* of this prince will be limited by the laws 
^ of Mofes ; and, inAead of laying any taxes 

* on the people for the fupport of his dig- 
^ nity and public expences, he is to have* 
thofe * confiderable pofleffion^ in the land 
^ allotted him/ which were before men- 
tioned. 

* Now the land of Ifrael is very good 
^ and fruitful, and the character God gives 
^ of it is this, that it is a good land^ a land 

* fiowing with milk and honey ^ which is the 

* glory of all lands : And Mofes tells the 

* Ifraelites, it is a land of brooks of water ^ 
' of fountains and depths^ that Jpring out of 

* V allies and hills ^ a land of wheat and barley^ ^ 

* and vines^ and fig-tree.^ and pomegranates^ 

* a land of oiUolive^ &c. Exodus iii. 8. 

* Deut, viii, 8. It is fituated in one of the 
' heft [climates of the earth, extending 

* from 31 to 34 degrees of north latitude, 

* The fun rifes at Jerufalcm,la themidft of 

* fummer, about five in the morning, and 

* fets at feven, and in the (hortcft days, in 
^ winter, rifes and fets vice 'verfd. This 

* fituation, * 
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fituation, where it is joined with a good 
foil, is generally free from the cxcefTes of 
heat and cold, and thereby is the beft fitted 
fof the pleafure and delight of human life, 
as well as fuited to the conflitutions of 
mankind. It is alfo the beft fitted for the 
kindly ripening of all forts of corn, for 
producing the beft wines, and for bring- 
ing to perfedion the diflferent fruits of all 

the various parts of the world ; both thofe 
which grow in the colder countries, and 
^hofc which feem peculiar to the hot ones i 

and, moreover, fupplies plenty of grafs 
for cattle. 



• Having (hewn that the land ojf Ifrael is 
very good and fruitful, fituated in a happy 
climate, and that the Ifraelites will dwell 
therein peace and fafety for fotiie years 

after their reftoratlon, we next- enquire 
who are thefe enemies of the Ifraelites, 
that will then come up ag^kift them,'with 
the confequences of this ihvafion. The 
chief or head of them is called Gog by 
Escekiel, who is particularly pointed out 

O a . * by 
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* by thcfe diftinguifliing charaders, his be-* 

* ing of the land of Magogs and the chief 

* prince of Mejloech and "Tubal y the ancient 

* Pontus and Cappadocia, now fubjedt to 

* the Turks. The army alfo of Gog is to 

* confift chiefly of horfemen, which is re- 

* markably true both of the Turks and Per- 

' fians. 



* The fanic power feems to be prophefied 
of by Daniel xi. 40 to 44, under the cha- 
radler of the king of the north. For the 
grcateft erppire north of the land of Ifracl 
is the Turk, who has overthrown and de- 
ftroyed many powers, and pofTeft himfelf of 
Conftantinople, and the eaftern empire; 
he has the glorious land^ or the land of If- 
rael, in a great meafure under him, and 
has intirely fubdued Egypt. • The Libyans^ 
that is, the people of Barca, are at his 
JlepSi or under his influence. So are alfo 
the Ethiopians, that is, the Arabians near 
Egypt, and along part of the coafts of the 
Red Sea, in the Stony and Happy Arabia. 
While Edom, or the wild Arabs, who. 

. * live 
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* live fouth of the land of Ifrael, and Moab 

* with the chief of the children of Ammon^ 

* that is., the Arabs on the eaft of Jordan, 

* and the Salt Sea, have efcaped out of his 

* hands and are not at all fubjed to him. 

^ We are told in the next place, that 
^ tidings out of the eaji and out of the norths 

* jhall trouble him, therefore be /hall go forth 

* with great fury to dejlroy, and utterly to 

* make away many. Daniel xi. 44. If then 

* the Mufcovites, or fome northern power 

* were to unite with the Perlians, againft 

* the Turk, wc* might probably fee him 

* much troubled,%nd go forth with great 

* fury, and with great armies to deftroy 

* many ; and this perhaps may be the time , 

* for the reftoration of the Ifraelites to their 

* own land. Some years after their reftorati- 

* on theTurk will come up againft the land 

* of Ifrael, and \v\\\ plant the tabernacles of 

* his palace in the glorious holy mountain, or 

* at Mount Zion, but JJmll come to his end 

* there, and none. Jhall help bim. Dan. xi. 45. 
' and xii. i. 

O 3 'But 
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^ But to return, Bcfides thcTurks,we find 

* fcveral other people will join themfelves 

* to him« to invade the Ifraciites^ as Perfia, 

* though at prefent they are at variance with 

* each other j fo alfo Libya^, or the nations 

* on the coaft of Barbary in Africa, Ezekiel 

^ xxxviii. I to 8. Wich thcfe alfo will be 

* JQinediEthiopidj, that is, the Arabians near 
^ Egypt, and^ong part of the cbafts of the 

* Red Sea, in the Stony and Happy Arabia. 

* Gomer, alfo, ana^ifll his bc^nds^ with tb$ 

* boufe of Togarmah of the north quarters and 
^ all his bands j bpth which people were 

* originally feated in !^atoUa, and the 

* neighbouring places injthe leflerAfia, which 

* are now fubjedl to the Turks, 

* Thefe then are the nations, that will 

* come up in the latter days againft the 

* children of Ifrael, who will then have 

* beeji forxie time brought back from .th^ 
^ fword, and gathered out of many nations, 

^ wherein they had been difperfed, and re-^ 

* ilored to their own land. They fhall 
^ come from the northern parts, and fliall 

• afccnd 
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afcend and come like a ftorm-; all of thctn 
riding upon horfes, a great company, and 
a mighty army, fo that they (hall cover 
the land like a cloud. For, the Ifraelites 
having lived for fome years in peace and 
quiet, and gotten riches, and plenty of 
cattle and goods^'they will come againft 
them with a wicked intention, to dcftroy 
a defencelefs people^ which they will flat- 
ter themfelves they fhall the more eafily 
accomplifh^ as the Ifraelites,' as was be- 
fore obferved, * will dwell in unwalled vil- 
lages, having neither bars nor gates. Now 
fo great an army of enemies, coming 
againft fo defencelefs a country, naturally 
brings great devaftations and diftrefs; to 
which the account given by Daniel of 
thefe times exadlly agrees, that there Jhall 
be a time of trouble^ fucb as never inasjince 
there was a nation^ even to that fame time. 
Dan. xi. 45^ and xiu i« 



• And it feems to be of this fame period, 
^ that Zechariah fpeaks> when he tells trs, 
♦ that ally that is, many, nations Jhall be ga^ 

O 4 • thered 
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tbered agaitfji Jerufalem to battle, and the 
city Jhall be taken, and the houfes rifled, and 
half of the people of it taken captive 5 and 
farther, that two parti of the inhabitants 
of the whole land Jhall be cut off, and the 
third ^2iXt only be left alive, Zech. xiv. 2, 
and xiii. 8, 9. And what we think de- 
termines this prophecy to thcfe times is, 
becaufe now we find the Lord defcends 
. upon the Mount of Olives, to fave the rc« 
mainder of the Ifraelites, and to deftroy 
their enemies i and becaufe the glorious 
and happy times immediately fucceed, 
when the Lord fhall be king over all the 
earth, and a river of living waters fhall go 
out from Jerufalem; which city fhall 

from henceforth be fafely inhabited, and 
many people of all the nations, that came 
againft Jerufalem, fhall come up every 

year at the feaft of tabernacles, to worfhip , 
the King, the Lord of Hofls, 



• It is alfo thefe times, we think, the 
• prophet Joel, i. 6. and ii. 2, defcribes, 
^ a nation if come up upon my land^ ^c. And 

^ the 
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' the defolation and affliftion, they will oo . 

* cafion, arc ftrongly defcribed in Joel ii. 3. 

* afire devour etb before thenty &c. &c, ' And 

* the terror and confufion of the Ifraelite$^ 
^ are exprcft in Joel L 15, and ii. i, 2, .6^ 1 1. 

* Alas ! for the day of the Lord is at handfi^z. 

* But he aflurcs them, that whoever Jhall 

* call on the name of the Lord Jhall be deliveredi 

* and that he will plead with the nations^ 

* that are come up againfl them» and will 

* remove far off from them this northern ar^ 
^ my : Then will God alfo dwell in Zion 

* his holy mountain, and Jerufalem Jhall be^ 

* come holy, and there Jhall nojlrangers pafs 

* through her, or fubdue her, any more, but 

* Judah Jhall dwell irom henceforthy^^r ever, 
I * and yerufalemfrom generation to generation : 

* Joel ii, 2^, 32. and iii. 1,2, 16. to the 

* end. 

' * We now find the remainder of the If- 

* raelites will be prefcrved by God, and 

^ their enemies deftroyed. For Zecha- 
^ riah xiii. 8, 9. and xiv. i to 6, tells us, 
\ that, after two thirds of the people of the 

Mand 
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land ihall be cut off, &c. then Jhall the 
Lord go for thy andjigbt againft tbofe nations^ 
and his feet Jhall fiand in that day on the 
Mount of lives, which Jhall cleave in the 
midjl thereof and there Jhall he a great 
earthquake, ^he Lord alfo Jhall fave the 
tents of yudabfr/i, &cc.&cc.andhe will pour 
upan the houfe of David, &c. the Jpirit 
of grace and of fuppUcation. Zech, xii. 7^ 

8, 10. and xiii. i, a. 

i 

* For now the fpccial providence of God 
will exert itfelf in the prefervation of all 
the good and virtuous, who will by thefe 
afilidlions be thoroughly tried and purified, 
and the wicked only be deftroycd. For 
Daniel xii. i. tells us, that at that time 
Michael Jhall Jl and up, the great prince 
which Jlandeth for the children of Ifrael, 
and they Jhall be delivered, even every one 
that Jhall be found written in the book, 
that is, who is good and holy. And fo 
God by Zcchariah xiii, 9. fays, / will 
bring the third part of the inhabitants of 
the land through the fire, and will refine 

■' tbvn 
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* tbem as Jilver^ &c, they (hall call on my 

* name^ and I will bear them ; / wiil fay it 

* is my people, and they Jhallfay, the Lord is 

* my God. And it fccms to be of thefe tirncs 

* Ifaiah iv. 2 to 6. fpeaks, he that is left in 

* Zion^ &c. Jhall be called holy, &c. when 

* the Lord Jhall have purged the blood ofjeru^ 

* fklem by thejpirit of judgment and ofburn^ 
' ing. 

* It is not eafy to aflign here, what will 

* be the caufes of fo great a depravity among 
^ the Ifraclitcs, that they (hould go through 
^ fuch great afflictions, and two-thirds of 

* them be cut off, before the Lord comes to 

* preferve the remainder. One reafon peiv- 

* haps may be, their having lived for fomc 

* years in peace and plenty, crowned with 
^ temporal profperity and happinefs, which 
^ too often bring on a forgetfulnefs of God, 

* and of our obligations to him. 

* We now come to the deftrudlion of their 

* enemies, for though God has permitted 

* their wicked deligns in fome meafure to 

* fuccccd. 
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' fqcceed, yet, at laft, as Daniel xi, 45I 

* aflurcs us, this kirrg of the north, or the 

* Turk, jl^all come to bis end and none Jhatt 

* help him. And <jod by Ezekiel xxxviii. 

* 21, 22. fpcaking of Gog, and his arniy, 

* fays, * / will call for a /word againji him; 

* &c. every mans /word Jhall be againji hit 

* brother : and I will plead againji him with 

* peji Hence and blood: and I will rain upon 

* him and his bands ^ &c. an over-JloMuing 

* rainy and great hail-Jlones, Jire and irim-- 
*Jione. And Zechariah xiv. 12, 13, 16, &c. 

* fays, this Jhall be the plague, wherewith the 

* Lord Jhall Jmite all the people that have 

* fought againji "Jerujalem : their Jlejh Jhall 

* conjume away, while they Jland on their 

* feet, and their eyes in their holes, and tkeir 

* tongue in their mouth, &c. &c. So that 

* they {hall be confumed by peftilence and 

* fire from the Lord, and fhall alfo quarrel 

* and fight one againft another. 

* At the fame time the Ifraelites go 
through thefe troubles in their own land, 

* we find, that thofe, that flaall be in Egypt 

' and 
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^ and Aflyria, and perhaps alfo in other 

* countriies, will fuflfer great afflidlions, but 

* Ihall be delivered at laft, and rcftored to 

* their own country. For Ifaiah xxvii. 12, 

* 13, compared with xi, 15, 16, fpeaking 
•as we apprehend of thefe times, fays, * it 
^ jhall come to pafs in that day^ that the 
^ Lord Jhall beat off from tie channel of the 

* river^ unto the flrmm of Egypt, or dry 

* up the river Nile fdr them to pafs over, 

* and ye Jhall be gat her ed, &c. and they jhall 

* come which were ready to perifh in the land 

* of Affyria, and the outcajls in the land of 

* ^gypl» &<^* So again by Zech. x, 6, to 

* the end, God fays, I will Jlrengthm the 
\ houfe of Jud^, and. will fave the boufe of 

* J^fiP^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ tribes, &c. 5cc. Thus 
^ fhall the good and virtuous Ifraelites be 

* every where delivered ; which leads us to 

* coniider the finifhing of their reftoration ; 
V while all the wicked among them (hall be 
*. entirely cutoff. Jer, xxx. 23, 24. Ezek.' 

* XX. 33 to 39. Amos ix. 9, 10, &c. 
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* The rcftoration of the remainder of the 

* Ifraelites ftill continuing in their difper- 

* fion, follows immediately after the deftruc- 

* tion of Gog and his artny, Tbusfaitb the 

* Lord Godf now will I bring again the cap^ 

* tivity of Jacobs and> have mercy on the whole 

* boufe of Ifrael: And again, / have gathered 

* them unto their own land^ and have left 

* none of then any more there, that is, among 

* the heathen, Ezekiel xxxix. 25, 28. 

* And this reftoration feems to be brought 
' about by his fending thofe of the army of 

* Gog, which efcaped that terrible deftruc- 

* tion, to all the nations afar off, to tell his 

* deeds and to declare his glory. / will ga^ 

* ther all nations , and they Jhall come, and fee 
\ my glory, &c. and I will fend thofe that efcape 

* of them, unto the nations, and, to the ijles afar 

* ^ffp ^^^^ ^^'^^ ^^^ heard my fame, &c. and 
^ they Jhall declare my glory am<)ng the Gen-- 

* tiles, and bring all your brethren for an 

* off^^i^g ^^t^ the Lord, out of all nations, 

* upon horfes, and in chariots, &c. to my holy 
« mountain Jerufalem, faith the Lord, Ifaiah 

* IxVi. 15 to 21* 

*And 
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* And how glorious their reftoration will 

* be, the following prophecies declare. la 

* f&at day the Lord jhall fet his hand again 

* the fecond timif to recover the remnant of 

* his people^ &c. &c. Ifaiah xi. 11 to 15. 

* And in another place. Surely the ijles Jhall 

* wait for me^ &c. to bring thy fons from 
^ fart 6cc. &c. Ifaiah Ix. 9, 10. xlix. 22, 23. 

* And again, at that time they jhall call J e^ 

* rufalem the throne of the Lord, &c. &c. 

* Jcr. iii. 17, 18. And once more, in 

* thofe days &c* ten men Jhall take holdp 

* out of all languages of the nations , of the 
*Jkirt of him that is a Jew, foy^^S^ ^^ 

* will go with you, for we have heard that 

* God is with you. Zcch. viii. 23, For the 

* ranfomed of the Lord Jhall return, and come 
, • to Zion, withfongs, and everlajling joy on 

* their heads, &c. Ifaiah xxxv. 10/ And 
how univerfal their rcftoration will be, may 
be colleftcd from thofe ftrong expreflions in 
Jeremiah xvi. *^ I will fend for many 
** fifhcrs, faith the Lord, and they (hall fifli 

** them } and after will I fend for many 

^ ** hunters. 
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** hunters, and they ihall hunt them from 
** every mountain," &c. 



* The Lord will from henceforth alfo 

dwell among them, and his glory will be 

conftantly vifible in the temple, Ezekiel 

xliii. I to 10. xliv. i, 2. xlviii. 35. 

And the Meffiah will come to refide among 

them as their prince or king. I will raije 

unto David a righ teous branchy and a king 

Jhall reign and pro/per^ and Jloall execute 

judgment arid jujlice in the earth. In his 

days Judah JhaU be faved, '&c. and this is 

his name J &c. ** The Lord our Righteouf- 

* nefs,*' Jeremiah xxiii. 5, 6. and xxxiii. 

15, 16. And it is the fame perfon we 

apprehend is meant by David their kingj 
/ willfet up one Jhepherd over them, and he '' 

Jhall feed them, even my fervant David, &c. 
and I, the Lord, will be their God, &c. 
Ezekiel xxxiv. 23, 24. And again, J 
will take the children of Ifrael from among 
the heath en 9 &c. and gather them on every 

fde, and bring them into their own land: 
And I will make them one nation in the 

. * landf 
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* Jand, &c. and one kingjhqllbe king to theM 

* all^ &c. and David my few ant jhall be their . 

* prince for ever. Ezckiel xxxvii. zi to 26. 

* Jeremiah X3cs> 91. Hofca iii. 5. And agaia 
/ by Zcchariah ii. 10, 11. Jing and rejoice^ 
^ O daughter of Zion^ for lot I comet and 

* mil dwell in the midjl of thee ^ faith the hord^ 

* and many nations Jhall be joined to the Lord 

* in that day^ and Jhall be my people 5 and 

* thoujhalt know,9 that the Lord of Hojs have 
^ fent me unto thee. 

• Tfatis the Ifraelites, being cleanfe4 ff'om 

* all their iniquities, and enjoying tne di* 

* vine favor, will be bleft with great light 

* ?ind knowledge : For, thus faith the 

* Lordf behold the days come^ that I will 

' make a new covenant with the houfe oflfrafl 

* and Judah ; I will put my law in their in^ 

* ward parts, &c. &c. - / will forgive 

* their iniquity, &c. • Jeremiah xxxi, 31* 33, 

* 34. Ezekiel xxxvi. 26,. 27, 28/ And 

* again, they Jhall alfo walk in my judgments, 

* &c. and dwell in the land that 1 have given - 

* to Jacobs ihy fervant, &ci they and ^beir 

. P children. 
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• cbih^en^ &c. fir ever. Moreover I n»tH 
^ make a covenant of peact njoitb them^ en 

• everlafiing covenant i and I will place them 

• and multiply them, and nioillfet my fahiiu^ 

• a$y in the midfi of them for evermore^ &c. 

• Ifaiiih XXX. 21. Ezekkl xXxvii. 24 to 
^28. 

* From hence it appears, that the Ifraftl* 
' ites ivill never any more, as a nation, for- 

• fake God, tiut will from henceforth feive 
^ him in truth and faithfulnefs ^ which 

• obedience will entitle rhem to all the 

• temporal bleflings God has promifed 

• them* And it is at this time we judge 

• the fountain (hall riie in the temple or 

• houfe of God^ at Jerufalem, which ihall 

• foon become a conixderable river, not to be 
^ forded, and fhall run into the defertl 

' ^ Ezekiel xlvii. 8. and fb on into the eaft fea, 
^ and heal its fait and naufeous waters ; fb 

• that there (hall be a very great multitude 
^ of &Cti in it, and of various forts* But it 
' is remarkable, that the marches and miry 

^ places about the eail&aarenot to behealcd ; 

See 
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^ See Ezekiel xlvii. 1 1. And on the banks 
^ of this river (hall grow treea, whofe fruit 
' iball be for food^ and £hall bring forth new 

* fruit every month, which (hall not be It- 
^ able to rot, or be confumed ; while the 
' leaves of the trees fliall not fade, hut (hall 

* be ufed as medicine to heal maDy o£ 
' the diibrders of the body. Ezekiel xlvii. 
^ I to I.3. fo that the inhabitants (hall not 
^ iky I am Jkk. liaiah xxxiii. 24. It ap« 
^ pears from Zechariah xiv. 3. that twOb 
^ rivers will rife at Jerufalcmji /r^j*, thatis 

* running, waUrsJballgo out from y^rufakm^ 

* half (f them toivards the former , or the eaft 
*fea^ and half of them towards the hinder 9 or 
^ the great fea ; that is the Mediterranean ;. 
^ which laft will facilitate a commercial in- 
^ tercourfe with the various countries of 

* Europe, &c. 

•And to the fame timeado the following 

* prophecies of their great plenty and pro- 

* fperi ty belong. Behoid the days come ^ faith 
« the Lord, that the plowman Jhall overtake 

* the reaper, &c. fo that probably there will 

Pa ^be 
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^here two crops in the year, as in feme ' 

* Other countries, ^nd tAey, my people If-' 

• » . 

' rael, Jball build the wajie cities, &c. &c/ 

* Amos ix. 13, 14. Joel iii. 18. And X 

* ivill caufe tbi wild beajis to ceafe out of the 

* land, &c. And I will make them, my 

* people Ifracl, and the places round about my 

* bill a blejing, ' Sec. And they Jhall no more 
^ be a prey to the' heathen,- &c. andnone Jhall 

* make them afraid. Ezekiel xxxiV. 25 to' 

* 29. And now this land will become ex- 
« ceedingly fruitful and pleafant,and abound 

* with- rlvcrsi even in its moft dry and 

* thirfty parts ; for in the wildernefs fhall 

* waters break out, &c. &c. Ifaiah xxxV. 6,' 

* 7. The Lord Jhall comfort Zion, &c. Joy 

* and gladnefs Jhall be found therein, &c. 

* Ifaiah K. .3. comparfed with Ezekiel xxxvi.' 

* 22 to the end. And again Gcd fays. It 

* Jhall be to n;e a name, of Joy, &c. before all 

* the nations of the earth, which fhall hear all ^ 

* .the 'good that I Jhall do unto them, &c. ' &e. 

* Jer. xxxijii. 9, n.' . \ 
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• At this time alfo we ju^ge the pro- 
phecies will be fulfilled, which relate to* 
the exaltation of the Ifraelites above all 
people, agreeably t5 what Mofcs aflurcd' 
them inDeiFt.xxvi. i^* xv. 6. This was 
indeed in fom& meafure true in Solomon's 
reign, but continued fo a very few years ; 
whereas now it will now be more fully 
accompliflicd* Thus God, by Ifaiah, 

fpeaking to Jerusalem fays. The Gentiles 
Jhall come to -thy light j &c, the fom of 

ftr angers Jhall build up tby walls , and their 
kings Jhall mihijier unto thee ; and the nation 
and kingdom that will not ferve thee Jhall 
ferijhi &c. The fons alfo of them that af-^ 
Jli£led thee Jhall come "lending to thee, &c. 
they Jhall call thee the city of the Lord, Sec. 
r will make thee an eternal excellency, &c. 
And again, ^ Ji rangers Jloall ft and and feed 

your flocks, &c, hut ye Jf^ all be named the 
priefls of the I^ord, the minifters of our God^ 
&c. He then adds, all that fee them Jhall 
acknowledge them, that they are the feed 
'which the Lord has blefl. Ifaiah Ixi, 6, 9. 
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I 

' This great profperity of the children of 
ifraeU with their dominion over fome of 
the neighbouring nations^ and the judge^ 
ments poured out on their enemies^ joined 
with the preience of the Mefiiah theic^ 
king at Jeru^^lem^ and theglocy of tho^ 
Lord, will invite people^ even from tho 
moil diftant countries of .theearth to come 
up to them» to wordiip the Lord Gcd» 
to pay their homage to the Mefliah^ and 
to be eye-witneffes and partakers of thefo 
bkfEngs. Tea» many people and ftroHg 
nations fiall came ta feek the LordofHofl^ 
at Jertifalem, and to pray before the Lord^ 
&c. Zech. viii* so, 21, 22* Rejoice 

then, ye Gentiles^ with Jerufalem» that 

ye, may be fatisfied with her confolations^ 
and be delighted with the abundance of 
her glory. 



• And heie 1 would obferve, that Jeru- 

• falem is fo fituated as to be fitted for the 
y capital of the world, and for the chief feat 

• of univcrfal empire : for it is placed nearly 

• in the middle of this part of the earth, 

* which 
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^ wbwh contains thtec of the fbor " ]great 
^ continents^ and is almoft eiqualty diftaht 
^ from the moft reoitote nations of it on every 
^' fideuAnd the great fea/ the Mediterranean, 
^ V^a^ng this country on the wc&, and 

* the red fea, and the Pecfian gulph, 
' coming, up almoft to it on the fouth and 

* eaft^ makes it equally advantageous for 

* ihips to come thither from every ma- 
^ ritime part of the woirW, even from Ame- 
*. rica itfclf . 

> To theiet{^tngs we may add, that Ood 
^ propii£bd Abraham, he WQuid give to hif^ 
•feed die land from the river of Egypt tof 
*, the river Euphrates, Gen* xv. &. Thi^ 
•he afterwards coofiirmed to the Israelites 

* thus, / miUfet thy bounds from the red 
^fea, even to the fea of the Pbiiijlines/ parf 
of the Mediterranean, • and from the defert^ 
^. that is of Syria, ;tt«/^ the river, or the Eu- 
' phratesrExodus x«iU.3i,Now though So-- 

* lomon be faid to have had dominion over 

* thofe cpuntries, from thp river of Egypt- 

* to the Euphrates, and feems in general to 

P 4 • have 
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* have extended his power from the red fca 
^ to Tadmor in the dcfcrt of Syria, 2 Chron. 
viii, 4, 17. and ix. 26. yet the Tyrians and 

* Zidonians were never fubjcft to him, but 

* always continued independent, though 

* God had promifed the Ifraelites to drive 

* out the Zidonigns before th^m, Jofliija 
f xiii. 6. Hence it appears moft probable, 
*^that as this prophecy of the Ifraelites 
\ having the poffeffion of all thefe countries, 

* has not been yet fulfilled, fo the. time- 

* will come when it (hall be exaftly accom- 
t ptilhedV -And fince at the ^times we arc 
<,now, fpfeaking of, feveral of thefe .parts* 

* will be-in a great meafurc void of inhabi-' 

* t^nts, becajufe. being. fubjeCt to the Turks,' 

* they wilUit is likely, come up with them 
fagainft the Ifraelites, and confequently be 

•^ deftf pycdj and fince^the remainder of the* 
^ Ifraelitea, ftili left among the nations will' 

^-be reftorddtat this time^ this -icems'-to' 
^'be the. jiroper- period for the entire fulfil-' 
^-ment.of this prQphec?y.. ;And to this pur-' 
f-pofe-'Ilaiah x3ixi 19, ao-'an4 Uv. -a/'j,* 

* fells th^tfiyt&^wa/le and defolate places, &c. 

'Jloall 
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*JhaII evM now be too narrow by reafon of 

* tbe inhabitants, and they that /wallowed thee 

* up^ that is the Turks, &c. Jhall be far^ 

* away, &c. &c. So alfo God by Zech. x. 
f 6, lo. fays, / will bring them into th€ 

* landofGilead and Lebanon, and place Jhall 
^ not be found for them, &c. So that even 

* the mountains of Gilead and Lebanon, 
' added to the former land of Ifrael, fhall 
^ ftiil be too little, and their poffeffions will 

* be extended quite to the Euphrates and- 
f the red fea» , : i 

* * 

. * Thus have we confidered the prophecies 

* relating to the times, when the Meffiah 

* (hall be the prince or king of the IfraeI-% 
f xtes ', but we find other prophecies, which 
f confide.r him as the fovereign of the whole 
f world, and which feem to relate to th^ 

^ laft times of all, to which we now pro- , 

^ ceed. ♦ . • \ 

: ^ How long will be the interval of time 

f between thefe two periods is uncertain ; 
. ' ' but 
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* but if that ancient tradition andong thc^ 

* Jews be true, that the world fliould conr 

* tinue 6000 years in this unhappy ftate, 
^ furrounded with evils and afflictions of va« 
' rious kinds, and that the feven thoufandth 

* (hould be the fabbath, or univcrfal reft : 

* then the reign of the Meffiah, as the king 

* of the whole earth, will be eftabliflied, 

* when the world fliall be 6000 yeari old. 

* Juft before this period, another power', 

• * ^ 

probably the papal power of the church of 
]!lome in particular, leagued with the cc- 
clefiaflical power of all civil eftablifhments 
in religion in general, armed by its refpec- 
tive civil powers, * will ftand up againft the 
^ Meffiah, the prince of princes, and pro- 
•• bably attempt the dcftrudion of the Ifracl- 

* rtes ; but God will then appear, the judge- 

* ment will fit, t6e heaji mil be Jlain^ his 

* bod^ dejlroyedf and given to the burning 
^ flame, Dan. vii. 7 to 12, and viii. 23, 24, 

* 25. that is, thofe people will be deftroyed, 

* part of their land will be given to the 
< fire, and then the reign pf the Mefilah 

f will be eftabliflied oyer the wbok world, 

•or 
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* or the fifth great empire m it« utcnoft ex-^ 
« tent and glory. 

' Daniel tells us that the IrhageNehucfaad- 
' nezzar faw, rcprefcnted the four great em- 
^ pires, which were to rule in the earth one 

* after another. Th« firft was the Babylon 

* nian, then flouriihing in Daniel's time. 
' The fecond, which rofe after it, was the 
'empire of the Medcs anid Perfians, ef* 

* tablifhed by Darius and Cyrus. The 

* third, which fuccecded this, Was the Gre- 
' cian, which rofe under Alexander the 
' Great : and the fourth, which was to be 
^ as ftrong as iron, and to fubdue all, was 

* the Roman power, which was . afterwards 

* to be divided or broken into ten king- 

* doms or powers, anfwering to the tci\ 

* toes of the image,' which conilitute thofe 
feveral kingdoms or powers of Europe^ 
whereof Britain is one, which were formerly 
fubjcdl to the Roman power. *And then the 

* prophet adds, Daniel ii.3 1 to 46,/» the days 

* of thefe kings^ or kingdoms, * the God of 

* heaven 
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^ heaven JhaU fit up a kingdom ^ which Jhall 

* never be dejlroyed^ but Jhall break in pieces 

^ and confume all thefi kingdoms^ and jhall 

^Jiandfor iverJ. : 

• • • 

.^ * After this God revealed the fame things 

* to Daniel, . under the = reprefentation of 
*.ibilr favage or,wild beafts, anfwcring to 

* the various, charadiers, and different cir- 
I* cunjftances, of the fame /our empires. 
/ He then gjLvesus an account of a future 

* judgmqnt^.^and of the eftablifhrncnt of 
\ the fifth enopire thus. / beheld till the 
^Ancient of Days did Jit 9 whofe garment was. 

* white asfnowy &c. thoi^fand thoufands mi^ 

* nijiered unto bim^ ^^v. the judgment was 
^ Jet^ and the books were opened. Thenfol- 

* lows the deftruftion of the fourth .beafl or 
^ empire,' and particularly of its little horn ^ 
king or kingdom, the Papal power, befort 
4vhom three of the ten horns fell ^ whofe look 
was more Jiout than his fellows\ who fpake 
great words againjl the Moft High, and made 
^ar with the faint s^ and prevailed againjl 

them, until the Ancient of Days came, and 
' ' judgment 
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judgment was given to the faints of the Moji 
High I and the tithe came that the faniU 

pojfejjed the kingdom^ under the 'Mefliaii, 
who is defcribred as ^om like the Son of 

* Man coming with the clouds of heaven to the 
^ Ancient of t>ays, &c: 4ndthet*e Abas given 
'him dominion 9 &c^ Sfr. an everli0in^ dd-* 
minion. St^ Daniel vii. 7 to 'the end. "^ 

^ ^ Here we fee a |)redidlioA of the cftablifli-* 

* ment of an empire, which ftiall bear rule 

* over the whble earth, and continue for 

*.cver, or to the end* of "the age of the 

* 

M^ffiah; *the king of which will be the' 

J Mcffiah* For it is this excellent being/ 

- * Jfaiah xi. i to 5, fpeaks of, -^here Jhall 

* come a rod out of the fern ofjeffe^ &c. the 
^Jpirit of the JLor^d Jhall reft upon him^ &c. 
*' And iigain, fpeaking of this fafiie glorious 

* perfori^n IX. 6,'j. he* 'fays, his name jhdt 

* be called Wonderful^ ' Counfellor^ Mighty, ' 
'God, the Father of the future age^ (fo it 

* (Kould *be ir^ndztcd,) thePrince of Peace. Of 
'^he increafe of his government and peace there 

\Jhall'be ho end upon the throne of David, ^'c. ' 
* • "^ •-*^« 
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^ The feat of this king the Meffiah will 

* be at Jerufalcm ; and the glory of God, 
^ that will confiantly appear and dwell there, 

* will be exceedingly great and confplcuous^ 

* For it is of this period, we thinkjfaiah Ix* 

9. fpeaks, The fun Jhall be no mare thy light 
^bydayfiiQ. but the Lord Jhall be unto thee an. 

* everlajiing lights &c. And again, in I^iak 

* xxiv. 23. T^hen frail the moon be confounded^ 
\ &c. njoben the hord of Mojls JhaU reign in 

* Mount Zion, &&• 0nd before his ancients 
^.glorioufy. By his ancients, I apprehend, 
<• are nieant Abraham, Ifaac, and . J^cob, 
^ and all thofc worthy perfons, who lived 
^ in former times, and ihall now be raifed 
« from the dead. And the city of Jerufalcm: 

* will now be buik ia arpoft glorious man«^ 

* ner, and be moft bca\itifully adorned, fit--' 
^ ted for the reception of the faints of the- 

* Mofl High, and of their great king the: 

* Meffiah 5 for it is to be the throne of the 

* Lord,the palace and court of the king, not 
« only of Ifrael but of the whole earth. Be- 
^ hold^ fays God by Ifaiah liv. 11, 12, / 

* will lay tbyjlones with fair colours^ &c. 

'Thd 
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' The faints of the Mofl High feeiA to be 
^ the proper inhabkants of this glorious 
' city. Arid thefe will be not only the 
' good Ifraelites^, who fhall be left alive at 

* thi^peri6d; but we find alfoa refarredi<S)tl 
' of thofe eminently good and virtuous per-* 

* fens, who lived in former times. For 

* now many of them that fieep in the dufi of 

* the earth Jhall awake ^ fome to everlaJUng 

* ii/^9 ^nd fome to jhame and en)erlajimg con- 

* tempt. Dan. xii. 2. So that not only 

* many of the good fhall rife to enjoy all 

* this honor and glory^ but many of the 
^ wicked alfo to be punished for their ini« 
^ quities. Then will Abraham^ Ifaac and 

* Jacob live again^ for God promifed to 

* give to them, in their own perfon8*> as 

* well as to their feed, the land of Canaan 
^ for ever J Gen. xiii. 15, 17, and elfe- 
' where > ib that their enjoyment and pof* 
^ feflion of this land feem to be yet fu-* 
^ ture. And with them great numbers of 

^ others, of every age and nation, who have . 
^ been truly good and holy, will be par** 
^ takers of the fame refurre^ion to everla^-* 

• ing 
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f ing life and happinefs. Thefc are fhe 

* faints of the Mod High, who, under the 

* Meffiah, are to be the lords and gover- 

* nors of the reft of the world ; thefe are 
f they to whom the kingdom^ and dominion^ 

* and the greatnefs of the kingdom under the 

* whole heaven^ Jhall be given ^ who /hall 

* take it 9 and pojfefs the kingdom for ever. 
*.Dan. vii.. i8, 27/ that is, till the end 
^ of the kingdom of the Meffiah, by whofc 

* appointment they wil^ reign in fubordi- , 
nation to him. 

* • Such will be the great happinefs of 

* thofc who fhall be found worthy to par- 
^ take of this refurredlion.' For •' the reft' 
** of the dead are not to live again, till the* 
V thoufand years" of fabbath or reft, un- 
der the Meffiah, " be finiftied ;" See John's 
Apocalypfe xx. v* " when," as I have re- 
peatedly remarked, ** he (hall deliver up 
*^ the kingdom to God who gave, it, that 
*;VGpd m^y beall in all." See i Cor* xv. 
28. ** For thine," Jehovah, •* is the king-' 
^^ dom, the power, and the glory,, for ever 

. . ; *• throughout 
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*^ throbghout all ages world without end/' 
To thee therefore alone, *^ the God of the 
^' fpirits of all flefli, God and Father," as 
Well *^ of our Lord Jefus Ghrift," as of his 
iellow men, who •* haft blcft us with all 
^* fpintual blcffings in Chrift,'* be addreft 
all worfliip, prayer, praile, and thankf- 
giving, by all thy rational creatures, through 
ihe boundlefs duration of eternity. 

* Now at the beginning of this glorious 

* ftate,' the millennium, ^ there feems as if 
^ fome renovatioji would be made here, both 

^ on the earth, and in the air or heavens ; 
^ fuch an alteration will make them more 

* healthy and more fruitful, without any 
^ of thofc inclemencies they are now fub- 
*jcdtto, and therefore they are called by 

* the name of new heavens and a new 
' earthy Ifaiahlxv. 17, 18. in oppofition to 
^ their prefent ftate. 

* As to the ftate and condition of the reft 
« of mank^ind, ftill living in the various parts 

* of the world, we find, that the earth Jhall 

. - CL 'be 
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' befall of the knowledge of the Ldrd, as the ^ 
^waters coher the fea. Ifaiah xi^ 9. Sa 

* that the pradice of virtue will appear truely 

* amiable, and a life fuitable thereto, wilt 

* be enforced by the ftrongeft arguments, 

* and by the nobleft examples > and true rc- 

* ligion and virtue will very probably greatly 
/ prevail. And it is of thcfe times we 

* thinky God by his prophet Malachi i. ir. 

* fpeaks, hyingf from the rifing of the fun 

* even unto the going down of the fame^ my 

* name pail be great among the Gentiles ^ icd. 
■^ The confequence of this will be, (as long 

' as mankind (hall continue to be good and 

* virtuous) the happy enjoyment of every 

* bleffing, with health and long life. Ifaiah 

* Ixv. 2o. and the greateft plenty arnd pro- 

' fpcrity^ 

• . . '. --' 

< Thus fliall univerfal peace and happineifs 

* flourifli in the worlds free from thofo tcrrf- 

* ble deftruftions and calamities, thjitwafting. 

* and defolation which the rulers of this 

* world, from pride,- ambition, or revenge, 

* now fpread among mankind r For during 

^ thefer 
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• • • 

^ thefe laft times there fhall be no more 
war^ the peaceful kingdom of the MefBah 
/hall be eftabliflied over the whole earthy 
and all nations ihall go up at proper 
feafons to Jerufalem^ to the throne of the 
Lord, to worQiip before him at his holy 
mountain^ and to receive his laws and com^ 

mandsj // Jha// tome to pqfs^ in the loft 
days^ that the mountain of the hordes houfe 
fhall ie eftablijhed^ &€• and many people 
Jhallgo and fay f let us go up to the mountain 
qftbe Lordi &c. and he will teach us of his 
waySf and we will walk in his paths : for 
jQut rf Zion Jhallgo forth the law, &c. And 
he fhall judge among the nations , &c, and 
they fljall beat their fwords into ploughfhares^ 
&C4 Nation Jhall not lift up fword againfi 

nation^ &c. But they Jhall fit every man 
under his vine, &c. Ifaiah ii^ 2. 3, 4. 
Micah iv* 1 to 5^ 

* And now even the noxious animals will 

* become harmlefs> and the wild beafts of 

* prey no longer devour. T^he 'Wolf and the 

* lamb Jhall feed together, &c. &c. The 

Qj2 ^fucking 
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^ fucking child pall play en the hole of the aff^ 

* &c. They Jljall not hurt nor dejlroy^ in all 
^ my holy mountain X Ifaiah Ixv. 25, xi. 6 to 
' 10. So that all nature will put off thede-> 

* formity and confufion of its prcfent ftate, 

* and be reftorcd to the purity, fplendor, 

* and beauty of the firft creation. This 

* opens a new fccne worthy of the attention 

* of every good and beneficent mind, to find 

* a rcftitution and renovation of the firfl: 

* times before Adam'^s tranfgreffion, new 

* heavens and a new earth, the habitation 

* of the righteous, crowned with evcrlafting 

* glory and honor, and univcrfal peace and 

' harmony reftored throughout the whole 

* creation/ 

I have now finiflied my copious ex- 
trads from this ufeful treatife, diilinguilhed 
by inverted commas, from my additions to, 
and remarks on them. They feem well 
adapted, my Jewifti friends, to co-ope- 
rate with my arguments in producing thofc 
defirable happy/ effedls, your general con- 
verfion to the faiths that Jcfus was the 

Chrift 
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Chrlft or Meffiah, and your confequent 
rcftoration to your own land, (o as never 
to be removed from it again, according 
to the promife and covenant of Jehovah, 
made through his prophets to your ancef- 
tors. I cannot more fuitably clofe the whole 
of my own labors in your fervice, than by 
earneftly exhorting, and befceching "you by 
the mercies ofGod given to mankind byjefus 

■ 

Chrift, by that glorious difpenfation of the 
love and mercy of God eredcd in and ad- 
miniftered by him, your and my Meffiah, 
to give the preceding (heets a ferious, dif- 
paffionate, unprejudiced, perufal, fuch as 
proceeds from an impartial love and invcfti- 
gation of truth. Arid may God, by hisr 
good provideuce, and direftion of his natural 
events, or fecond caufes, difpofe your minds 
to the difcovery, and your hearts to the ac- 
knowledgement, of this great truth, that 
the crucified Jefus was your promifed Mef- 
fiah. The important aera of this difcovery 
and acknowledgement, at leaft by many 

of you, is, I apprehend, nearer at hand, 
than is generally imagined by the learned. 

0^3 There 
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There is a remarkable prophecy of Dani^ 
xii- 7. concerning "a time, times, and 

*' half a time," which, in the langqage of 
prophecy, implies a year of years, tWQ years 
OfycarS;^ and half a year of years, forming 
in the whole a period of 126Q years^" whci^ 
«* he," God *' ihall have acconipliftied to 
<* fcatter the power of the holy people/' by, 
whom is probably meant th^ houfe of lU 
rael. This prophetic period, find indeed 
the event to which it relates, feeni toexactljr 
<rorrefpond with thofc contained in John's 
Apocalypfe, :si. z. "The holy pity fhall 
*• they," the Gentiles, ^* tread under foot 
*' forty and two months" of years ; ^yhich, 
on computing the months at thirtydays to a 
month multiplying 4? by 30^afl4, according 
to the rule of prophecy, talking a day for a 
yetr, produpc the fame period of 1260 
years. Now, if we fix the commencement 
of this period of J260 years at A. D. 636^ 
when it is generally admitted that the Sara- 
cen General Omar, fet up his ftandard at 
Jerufalem, and cohfequently the holy city • 
^hen began to be trodden under foot by 

the 
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the GcQtiles; if farther we rcckoa the 
years by the Jewifti folar year of 360 days 
to the year, the expiration of it will fall in ' 

A. D. 1877, ^^ ^^^^ y^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^ 

Gregorian year by five days, and every leap 
year by fix days. But if wc compute by 
-the Jewi{h lunar year, of 354 days and 6 
Jiours, which is ihort of the Jewifti folar 
year by five days and three quarters, and of 

the Gregorian reckoning by ten days and 
three quarters, and every leap year by eleven 
days and three quarters, it will teroiinate in 
A. D^ 1857. Laftly, if we reckon the 
forty and two months of years by the week- 
ly month of 28 days, of 336 days to th^ 

year, which the Jcwifti lunar year exceeds 
by eighteen days and fix hours, and the 
Gregorian year by twenty-eight days and 
three quarters, and in every leap-year by 
twenty-nine days and three quarters, it will 
expire in A. D. 1793 or 1794. 

But, be that as it may, if I fhould live to 
be an eye-witnefs of its expiration, and con- 
fequehtly of the converfion and reftoration 

0^4 of 
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of the houfe of Ifrael to their own land# 
in whole or In part» and my God (hould 
vouch fafe to grant me the blefling of health 
at the time^ I declare, that it is my intention 
to be *'onc of ten men," who, according to 
a. prophecy before cited, ^'fhall take hold 
** out of all languages of the nations^ of 
«' the'fkirt of him that is a Jew, faying, I 
^* will go with you ; for we have heard that 
*' God is with you/' Yea, verily, I mean 
to accompany youiqto your own land, where, 
as I would wifh to-be confidered as a mem- 
ber of your civil community, as one of 
your people, when they acknowledge Jefus 
Ho be the Meffiah, I doubt not but yau 
will give me a pofleffion in your future 

divifion of the land. Nay, I repeat what 
I have before faid, that if a confiderabk 
number of you, . my country-men, the 
Britilh Jews, or of the foreign Jews, 

{hould, on their converfion, be at a lofs 
for a leader to.condud: you thither, I in- 

tend, under God's diredion, to undertake 

that to me mofl agreeable office, an4 

endeavour 
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endeavour to remave every obftacle which 
may be thrown in the way of your re- 
turn. 

• ■ • • • 

My heart is deeply impreft with fenti- 
ments of benevolence towards you, and 
with a grateful fenfe of the goodnefs of 
your and my Jehovah, the one God and 
Father of all, in difpofing me, by a train 
of his natural events, to become his hum- 
ble inftrument in facilitating the gre^t 
work of your conyerfiop* . 

Two of thefe his fecond caufcs particu- 
larly concurring to this point were fome- 
what remarkable, with the firft you are a1- 

* I 

ready acquainted, namely, the prefcnt made 
me'of theaforefaid valuable treatife by a dc- 
ceaf<?d friend. This formed the c6ibryo 
of a defign, which the other, an accidental 
interview with a Jew and his wife ripened 

into a£tion^ an occurrence which I cannot 
difpenfe with relating to you. The MeiSah 
was the fubjedt of a converfation, which 

was conducted with great mutual charity. 

Suffice 



Suffice it to fay, th^t in that ptf t «ft 
It, wherein I declared my firm belief, that 
^e/us the Cbrift njoas the Jon of Jofeph, tho 
Jcwefs, who feemed to be a woman of truo 
:(erious piety, turned to her hufband, and 
faid, "My dear, I really think this 
^' gentleman will one day prove of 'great 
** feryice to our people.*^ I am not a(|iame4 
to acknowledge myfelf fo far an enthuiiaH; 
9s to declare, that thi$ apoftrophe ftruck 
forcibly on my mind as a ealt fronl God, as 
a fecond cayfe from him the firft caufe, to 
difpofe my n^ind to engage in this call to 
youj^ and gave ^lability to thoughts on the 
fubjedl of yoqr converfion, which before 
were unfettled and wavering. In fhovt, 
from this moment, I came to a decifion on 
the matter, and refolved on the prefent work, 
praying to God from time to tim? to enable 
Kie to bring it to an happy conclafion, and 
withal to fupport the expenccs of the prefs, 
in publi(hing it to you and the worH. lam 
unfeignedly thankful tp God for his grant 
of thcfe requefts.. My morning and evening 
s^ddrcfs of prayer, praife and thanfefgiving, 

to. 
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%o this infinitely wife, great and good Ber- 
ing, the one fupreme and only Lord God of 
heaven and earthj your and my Jehovah and 
.Creator^ confifts partly of a petition to be*- 
come his inftrument^ under his guidance 
?ind proteQ:ion, in pronniQtiqg the know- 
ledge and pradice of Gcfpel truth and mo- 
rality jp the political and religious liberty of 
jny Country and the world, and the con- 
yerfion and rcftoration of his people, the 
houfe of Ifrael, to their own land. But 
whether yoti^ my Jewifti friends, may judge 
the preceding iheets to contain aught wor- 
thy of your notice, and illij^inative of 
your mind, or not, on a fubjcil corifef^ 
fedly of the firft iqiportancc to you, the 
wife and good among you cannot but en- 
tertaih a favourable opinion of the un-? 
feigned good-will towards the whole houfe 
of Ifrael, which poffeff^$ and aftuates the 
heart of 

i I > . : 

Your Friend, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 



I omitted to inform you^ that remote 
Chriitian antiquity may be alledged in fup- 
port of the fa6k, that Jefus was the real fon 
of Jofeph ; for the Ebonites, who held the 
fame opinion, flouriflicd, to the beft of my 
rccolledlion of ecclefiaftical hiftory, before 
the end of the firft century. Thcfe Chrif- 
tians are fuppofed by the juftly celebrated 
Dr. Lardner, * in his Jewilh and Heathen 
teflimonies to the truth of the Chriftian re^ 
ligioo,' to be the defcendents of Jewifli ccn«> 
verts, and, confequently^ may be fuppofed 
to have ftudied the prophecies of the Old 
Teftament with a more than ordinary at- 
tention, and to have underftood them bet- 
ter than the Gentile profelites* 

Moreover, on that prophecy of Mofes,. 
Deut. xviii. i^^ .« The Lord thy God will 

* rarfe up unto thee a prophet, from the 

* midft 







( ^30 ) 

♦midft of thee, of thy brethren, like onto 
' mc/ the Emperor Julian, who reigned in 
the fourth century, in his work againft the 
Chriftians, cited by the faid Dr. Lardncr, 
froo) Cyril's anfwer to it, has the following 
juft remark, * ^his cannot be Jpoken concern^ 
* ing the/on of Mary,* that is, Mary alone, 
but evidently implies, that Jefus had as well 
a man for his father, as a woman for his 
mother. 



Since I wrote the above, 1 have been in- 
formed, that theprefentliberaUmindedEm- 
peror of Germany, whom I mentioned in the 
beginning of this work, as having granted 
your people the privilege of educating their 
children in German univerfities» was defi- 
fous of giving them all the rights of citizen- 
flaip ; but that he was oppofed in his bene- 
volent defign by the Burgo-mafters. Hence 
you plainly fee, that, till you acknowledge 
the crucified Jefus the fon of Jofeph 
for your Meffiah, your unfcttled, vaga- 
bond, difperfed ftate. will continue, in 

conformity 
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cbnforinity to the prophecies of your je* 

hovah, in this refpeft> who, by his fuper^ 
intending providence, will ib diipofe hid n^^ 
tural events, that while you remain in your 
unbelief, though good meiif or kings of 
enlarged minds, may propofe the adoptiofl 

of you into their refpedive civil communi- 
ties, yet other men of more confined and 
unenlightened underftatidihgs will not be 
wanting^ who will make it a poiht of duty 
to counteradt and fruftrate their worthy hu- 
mane intentions towards you. 

I have alfo heard^ that thi^re are jfewirfi 

profelites to Chriftianity refiding at Lifle iri 
FJanders, and in various parts of Germany^ 

Who have it in (contemplation to return to 
their own land. If the report be true, I 

Ihould not hefitate to encourage them to re-, 
turn without delays and, if there be any 
fuchfincerc converts inBritain,whether they 
be Britifti or foreign Jews, or both^ or thofi 
whofe converfion may be effected by the aij 

guments ufed in this affedionatcCall to you^ 

*■ ' ' •• " 

I wifh 




' 1 mdj to confult with honeft and good mo-^ 
tal men among them, at fome proper place 
of interview, on the fubjedt of projefting an 
eligible plan for their reiloration to their 
own land. I therefore hold myfelfpre- 
pared to meet any man of a fair charader 
among you, who (hall be pleafed to honor 

me with a linte pq/i-paid, addreft ' to the 
Author of a Call to the Jews, at Mr. John- 
Son's, BookfcUer^ St. Paul's Cburcb^Tard^ 
fignifying his heart-felt convidion that 
Jefus was the Mefliah, eatpreffing a wifli of 
an interview with the author, and figned 
with his real name and refidence. 

May God blefs you alU take you undet 
his holy protedtion, and, in his due ap* 
pointed time^ influence your minds by a 
train of his fecond caufes, to acknowledg<$ 
this grand truth, that the Jefus crucified by 
your unthinking anceftors. was your pro- 
mifed Meiiiah. 

I meant to clofe my poftfcript here, but 
cannot difpenfc with relating to you the il- 

ludration 
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lufiration of an obfcure paffage in Jerctniah^ 
given mc by a friend, who firft fuggeftcd 
to me the idea, that Jcfus, your Mcffiah, 
was the real fon of Jofeph. It occurs in 
Jeremiah xxxi. 22. and at the firft blufli 
feems to favor the hypothefis of the 
miraculous birth, and merely maternal 
origin of Jcfus. The words arc, *The 

* Lord hath created a new thing in 

* the earth, a woman fliall compafs a man/ 
And his argument on them was to this cf- 
fed, that, if the expreflion, * a woman 

* fhall compafs a man,* referred to a fu- 
ture miraculous birth of Chrift, the Mef- 
fiah would have been exprefsly named in 
that prophecy, as he is under the title of' 

* A prophet like unto Mofes/ in Deutero* 
nomy. He therefore thinks, that, as there 
is not a word mentioned of this great 
prophet in this text of Jeremiah, or in the 
context, it may perhaps point to the event 
of queen Efther obtaining her important 
fiiit from king Ahafuerus, in confequencc 
whereof her countrymen, the Jews, were 
delivered from that general exterminating 

xnaflacre^ 
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maflacre, throughout the twenty-fevcn pro-» 
vinces of thq cxtcnfivc Perfian empire^ 
which the wicked Haman had dcvifcd 
againft them. 

A woman furely may well be faid to com- 
pafs a man, when ftie had intereft fufficient 
to procure from her royal confort the grant 
of this interefting national petition, where* 
oft depended, not merely the welfare, 
but the very exiftcnce of the Jewifh people* 
It might be called the creation of a new 
thing in the earthy becaufe it was unufual 
for women to interfere in public affairs* 

But, whatever be the genuine meaning 
©f this prophecy, it does not appear td 
me fufficiently explicit to authorize an ap*» 
plication of it to the fuppofcd fupernatural 
birth of Ghrift from a virgin, without 
her previous carnal knowledge of a man* 
I fcorii, my Jewifh friends, to take the 
honor of the preceding judicious cfiticlfm 
to myfelf, when I am confcious it origi- 
-iiates in another man. I alfd candidly 

R confcfs. 
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confcfs, that to the difccrnmcnt of my 
faid friend, I partly owe my fufpicions 
of the authenticity of the firft and fccond 
chapters of Matthew's Gofpcl, and my ftric- 
turcs on fome of the moft exceptionable 
parages in them. 

Laftly, the dark fecrecy and clandeftine 
jnanagcmcnt of the fuppofed miraculous 
virgin-conception of Mary, in violation too, 
of an exprefs Mofaic inftitution, God's 
law of betrothment, as my friend juftly 
obferved to me, (for at the time Mary 
vras betrothed to Jofeph) and the permifr 
fion to the friends and neighbours of the 
affianced parties to believe a falfhood, 
that he was the fon of Jofeph, when in- 
this cafe he was not; thefe improbable 
circumftanccs apparently fo derogatory from 
the God of truth, when powerfully aided 
by the arguments deduced in this work 
from Reafon, and from the Jewifh and 
Chriflian Scriptures, in fupport of the pa- 
rental relation Oiip of Jofeph to Jcfus, throw 
fuch an air of palpable incredibility over 

the 
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the whole of this myfterious tranfaftion, 
that not the fliadow of an argument can 
now be wanting to difprove it. 

The vifion of Zacharias in the temple, 
rclpcfting the cenception of his aged barren 
wife,^ Elizabeth, was indeed conduced 
without eye-witnefles ; but notwithftanding 
there was full evidence of the fad, for he 
entered the temple with the faculty pf 
fpeech, and left it fpcechlcfs. Accordingly 
we read in Luke i. 22. ' When he/ Zacha- 
rias, * came out unto ihcm/ the people, 

* he could not fpeak unto them, and the^' 
hereby * perceived that he had feen a vifioa 

* ia the temple/ But, ^s I before re- 
marked, of the fuppofcd wonderful concep- 
tion of Mary, independent on the previous 

inftrumentality of mafculine generation, 
there is not the colour of any evidence 
whatever, nor do we read of any charge 
cither to Jofeph or to Mary, to relate it to 

.their neighbours at Nazareth. Therefore 
the circumftance alone of its abfolute de- 
ficiency in point of evidence, is fufficient 

R 2 to 
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to conftitute it a lying wonder }, for all 
the various miracles of God, recorded ia 
the Scriptures of the old and new cove* 
nant, were performed in the prefence of 
cyc-witneflcs to the truth of them, the 
cafe of Zacharias perhaps alone excepted^ 
whofe miraculous dumbnefs however [was 
an irrefragable teftiraony of his miraculous 
vifion in the temple. God never requires 
from his creatures faith in his miracles, 
without giving them competent vouchers 

for the truth of them. 

It is highly improbable^ that God fhould 

feem as it were to fix an indireft ftigma oa 
his own inftitation of marriage, the ori- 
ginal of fo many bleiSngs to mankind, by 
withholding from the hulband, Jofeph, 
the privilege of becoming the father of 
your Mefliah, and yet grant to his wife 
Mary, the privilege of becoming his mo- 
ther. There is no warrant from your pro- 
phecies for the belief of this improbable 
lity, thofe divine Scriptures^ which teftify 
Jefus to be the Mefliah, and prefent the 

only 
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ehly clac, which caa fafe^ guide .both 
Jews and Chriflians through the otherwifc 
intricate labyrinth of Chriftian knowledge, 
and the fole infallible criterion whereby to 
diftinguifli between genuine and fparious 
Gofpels. Both the parents of Jefus, Jofcph 
«nd Mary, are faid to be of the houfe and 

* lineage of David;* but, when it is farther 
cxprefsly faid, that he, the Chrift, was ' of 

* the feed of David i it is impoflible to fup* 
pofe, that the feed of a man defcended from 
his royal progenitor was unconcerned in be« 
getting him. 

Befides, when the people of Nazareth, 
where Jefus had been brought up, expref- 
fing their aftonifhment, *faid, is not this 
Jofeph's fon ?* Luke iv. 22. it is remark- 
able, he did not difavow Jofeph for his fa^ 

ther, whereas, if Jefus had been confcious 
he was not the fon of Jofcph, it cannot, I 

think, be doubted, that he would have 

embraced this opportunity of redlifying the 

jerror of the Nazar ene; in this matter. 

I cannot 
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I cannot clofe this long fupplemcnt with- 
out declaring, that though your convcrfion, 
my Jewifli friends, as a people, depend 
greatly on proving, that an hufband of the 
feed of David, was as much concerned in 
begetting Jefus, your Mefliah, a? a wife 
fo defcended was in bearing him, and that 
the merely maternal origin of Chrift is an 

hypothefis, which militates as well againft 
jcommon-fenfe, as againft your divine pro-» 
phecies; yet I judge my free cxpofure of 
ihc futility of the various hypothefes of 
Athanafians, Arians and Socinians, is very 
confident with the mod extcnfivc Chriftiah 
charity for their perfons. In (hort, I would 
defirc to beconfidered as a Chriflian pliilaa- 
thropift ; and all the harm I wift) to them, 

►or to any fe(Jt of Chriftians, Jews, Mo- 
.hammedans, Deifts, and Pagans, is, that 
fome more able man than myfelf may 
arife, who iball treat the only true manhood 
of Jefus with more critical acumen, than 
falls to my ihare,*anid fet it in a ftill more 
ftriking point of view, than I have placed 
it. Lei fuch a man, if he deem my ex- 

apfiple 
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ample worthy of his imitation, follow it, 
and may fuccefs attend him ! 

My undiflcmbled good-will to the rc- 
fpeftive advocates of Athanafianifni, Arian- 
ifm, and Socinianifm, induces me to hope, 
that fome of all among them will refleft, 
that the more rational a Chriftian's faith is, 
the more moral will naturally be his prac- 
tife; and that a man's (ins are not impur 
table to the rationality of his faith, but to 
his own unhappy choice to be enflaved 
by his tyrant paflions, rather than governed 
by the fober dictates of his underftanding, 
which cannot but approve of the moral 
precepts of the GqfpeL On the perform- 
ance of thefe depends the fulfilment of that 
glorious hope of eternal life and happine/s, 
which an all-merciful God has given to 
men by Jefus Chrift ; and ' whereof he 

* hath given aflurance, or offered faith, 

* unto all men, in that he hath raifed him 

* from the dead/ Ads xvii. 31. There- 
furre£lion of Jefus being a pledge and earneft 

of our own. 

.» 
My 



